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Longparish Parish Council
Affordable Housing – it is time to give
your views
The topic of affordable housing w as included in the
Par ish Plan w hich w as adopted three years ago.
Then there w as a Housing Needs Survey. A group
follow ing up the Parish Plan put on an exhibition in
November 2006 and later put forward the idea of a
scheme to include 12 affordable homes (for rent or
shared ow nership) plus up to six commercial homes
to be sold on the open market. There are special
planning rules for such schemes. These rules say
that the extent of public involvement and support
will be important considerations in assessing the
merits of any proposal. They also state that any
scheme must include community benefits.
Since then, the Parish Council has sponsored a
group representing the full spectrum of view s and
led by an independent facilitator, Jeff Bishop. The
Bishop group’s task w as to provide background
information and establish the extent of public
support. They distributed a four page information
sheet and held a further exhibition in September last
year. There is also a huge amount of information
available on the village w ebsite.
One new point is that there is now only one
potential site – the land sometimes called the Eagle
Star site.
The Bishop Group has now produced a
questionnaire w hich the Parish Council w ill send by
post in the second half of May to everyone on the
Register of Electors. The envelope w ill be clearly
marked. The form must only be used by the person
to w hom it w as sent. Please look out for it as the
Par ish Council and all the members of the group
want to ensure that the response rate is as high as
possible.
The questionnaires can be returned to the shop or
sent to a freepost address (but please be aw are that
freepost costs the parish 40p a time).
The information you give w ill be entirely
anonymous. The data w ill be analysed and the
results w ill be reported to the Parish Council and
summarised in Hill & Valley.
With the questionnaire you w ill find tw o manifestos
written by members of the Bishop group explaining
their view s, one against and one for the idea.
Please read them before you complete the
questionnaire.
Your views are important, w hatever they are, so
please take a few minutes to complete the
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questionnaire. If you feel you can’t decide please
don’t ignore the questionnaire – use it to say w hy
and w hat more information you’d need.
Not on the electoral roll or didn’t get a form?
Martin Coppen has kindly agreed to be the
‘returning officer’. If you have a strong connection
with Longparish and are 18 or over but are not on
the electoral register you can still give your views.
Just ring Martin on 01264 738308 and he’ll make
sure you get a form.

Friends of Longparish School

May Fayre
Saturday 10th May
12 – 3pm
A great day out for all the family!
We would be grateful for donations of any of the
following:
•
•
•
•

good quality books and toys
bottles for the bottle tombola
cakes, biscuits and preserves for
the cake and refreshment stalls
quality ‘recycled’ gifts for the
gorgeous gifts stall

Donations of books, toys, gifts and bottles can
be left in the collection boxes which will be
placed outside the school from 1st May.
Cakes and biscuits can be brought to the
Community Hall from 9am on the day of the
Fayre.
Our team of volunteers will be out and about
around Longparish in early May collecting
bottles for the tombola. You can also make
donations of bottles into our collection box at
the village shop which will be in place from
1st May.
If you would like any further information or if
you have a donation you would like us to
collect, please contact Lindsay Howie on 01256
895373.
Thank you for your support. We look forward to
seeing you on 10 th May.
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May Fayre Plant Stall
We need plants of all sorts for the May Fayre plant stall.
So if you have a surplus of bedding or can split
herbaceous plants please give some. Seeds and other
garden stuff will also be very welcome. Please drop
them off at school on the morning of the May Fayre or let
me know if you’d like me to collect them beforehand.
Thanks very much.
Maggie Barber tel 720459

Size
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ANDOVER MUSICAL & OPERATIC
SOCIETY

is important …

But so are looks and flavour. There will be a huge range
of courgettes, cucumbers, marrows, pumpkins, squashes
and gourds on sale at the May Fayre. And the Twelfth
Great Longparish Pumpkin Competition in October will
feature classes for decorative and unusual entries of all
shapes and sizes as well as huge ones. You can see
what’s available in the pumpkin area of the village
website.
If you prefer eating to showing we have cute courgettes
and tasty small pumpkins and squashes as well as
burpless cucumbers.

Longparish Gardening Club
th

TUESDAY 27 MAY 2008
at 6.30 p.m.
VISIT TO FIVE GARDENS IN FORTON
OF VARYING SIZES
Meet at Jeremy & Maggie Barber’s at
Queen Anne Cottage, 2, Forton

Winner of 6 TONY Awards!

13th -17th May 2008
The Lights, Andover
Tickets £12.50
Pullman Seats £13.50
Concessions - £2.00 discount available for
pensioners, children under 16 and students on
production of valid I.D.(except Pullman seats)

Box Office: 01264 368368
Light refreshments will be available
Parking is limited. It would help to walk, cycle or share
lifts. Please let Rosie know if you can offer one.
Everyone welcome - £3.00 to non-members .
We need to know how many people will be interested
so please contact either:
Rosie Lowry tel. 01264 720325
email yewcottage@ukgateway.net
or
Julian Curl tel.01264 720548
Email julian.curl@btopenworld.com
The next meeting will be a visit to

For Group Bookings please contact
Linda Bagnall on 01264 351168
“ Thoroughly M odern M illie” tells the story of M illie Dillmount,
a y oung woman from Kansas w ho has just moved to N ew
York in search of a rich husband. It’s 1922 and N ew York is
city full of intrigue and jazz -a time w hen women w ere entering
the w orkforce and the rules of love and social behavior w ere
changing... Based on the popular movie, the stage v ersion of
“Thoroughly M odern M illie” includes a full score of exciting new
songs and energetic dance numbers F illed with frisky flappers,
dashing leading men and a dragon-lady of a v illainess
audiences w ill love to hate, “Thoroughly M odern M illie” is a
romantic comedy that will be sure to make you leav e the
theatre w ith a smile on y our face!
website: www.amos-info.co.uk

Mottisfont Rose Garden on June 24th.
Meet at the Rose Garden at 6.30pm. The
house shuts at 5pm and can be visited earlier.
Please tell Rosie or Julian if you intend to come and
whether or not you are a National Trust member.

SENIOR CITIZENS’ LUNCHES AT LONGPARISH SCHOOL

Dates for this term are 20th May, 17th June and 8th July
and the cost is £2.25.
Please ring Mrs Leach at the school on 720317 to book a
week in advance or liaise with Mrs Meares 720472
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Longparish Parish Council invites you to
come to the Community Hall at 7.30pm on
May 12th to hear what your councillors have
done over the last year, to ask questions
and to give your views.
Light refreshments will be served after the
meeting so that you can meet your
councillors.
St Nicholas Wives Group
Ladies & Gentlemen.
On May 15 th the IoW and Hampshire Air Ambulance
representative will be giving us a talk on the work of the
Air Ambulance in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. All are very
welcome.
Members £2 Non-me mbers £3.50
Mandy Robbins tel 720610

Punctuation is powerful!
An English professor wrote the w ords of the
follow ing sentence on the board and asked his
students to punctuate it correctly.
"A wom an w ithout her m an is nothing”
All of the males in the class w rote:
“A w om an, w ithout her m an, is nothing.”
All the females in the class w rote:
“A w om an: w ithout her, m an is nothing.”
NEWS FRO M TES TBOURNE
The month of May always heralds the start of the
examination season with our Year Nine pupils taking
their SATs in the week of May 6 th and Year 11 embarking
on their GCSEs, which seem to start ever earlier each
year. Year 11 will be starting their study leave on May
23rd, although they have a number of big exams before
then. There is already a lot of revision in the air, although
a few are still adopting a disturbingly nonchalant air!
COME TO OUR MITYANA MAY BALL
We are holding a May Ball on Saturday 10 th May to raise
funds for this year’s visit to Mityana, our twin school in
Uganda. Pupils have to raise £1,000 each towards the
trip and this is one of their fund-raising ventures. It
promises to be an excellent evening, with a local band
and bar. Parties may bring their own food if they wish.
Tickets for this adult only event cost just £10. So please
come along for an enjoyable evening and support this
good cause in the process. Tickets are available from
Miss Kinsey at school (01256 892061) and you can find
more details about the project on www.testbournemityana.co.uk. (The group has already raised a collective
two thousand pounds through two Sainsbury bag-
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packing sessions and a sponsored town litter pick - all
done in their own spare time.)
PASSPORT TO SUCCESS
In the autumn term we piloted a new reward system for
pupils, with each Year 10 being issued a “Passport” to
collect reward points. It proved so successful and
popular with the pupils that we extended it to Years 7, 8
and 9 in the spring term. It is all too easy to be quick off
the mark when pupils have done something we don’t like
and it is really important that we remember to praise,
encourage and reward them when they do good things.
Pupils can, for example, gain points for good attendance,
community service, hard work, representing the school in
sport or other activities and taking part in performances.
The feedback from pupils has been very positive and
they have appreciated that their efforts have been
noticed. Those who reach a points target for the term
are included in a reward activity such as an outing or a
mufti day. We’ll be carrying on the Passport from now on
and hope it will spur all our pupils on to want to do well
and make a contribution in a variety of different ways.
GARDEN
A new venture for this term is the development of a
Testbourne horticultural project on some of our spare
land. We have been grateful for sponsorship from
Hardy’s Plants and B&Q and a team of pupils will be
planting away in the coming months. They will be
growing flowers and vegetables and we look forward to
seeing (and perhaps tasting) the fruits of their labours.
SITUATIONS VACANT
We have vacancies for two lunchtime supervisors,
working from approximately 1.15 to 2.15 Monday to
Friday. If you are interested please contact Mary Soper
on the school number above.
Hilary Jackson
Headteacher

LADIES NIGHT
Testbourne PTFA has arranged a ‘Ladies Night’ to be
held on Friday 9 th May 7.00 -10.00 in the school Youth
Suite.
This year we have three demonstrations booked to take
place during the evening, how to apply makeup and a
summer skincare routine and a cookery demonstration
by a Pampered Chef representative. There will also be
various tables selling handcrafted jewellery, beaded
shoes and bags, pashminas, silk handbags and unusual
items, handcrafted cards, Phoenix cards and Usborne
books and therapists have been booked offering mini
treatments in Reiki, Indian head massage and
Reflexology. We also hope to have someone offering
pedicures and manicures.
Admission is free this year but there is only a limited
number of tickets available, so to avoid disappointment
on the night we would suggest that you contact us to
book your ticket. For more details or to book your ticket
please ring Hilary Bond on 01256 892350.
All funds raised from this event will go towards the much
needed refurbishment of the school library.
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Longparish Community Association

LCA Midsummer Fun Day
Saturday 21 June
Plans are coming together for an all-day series of events
for the Midsummer Fun Day and you will find full details
on the back of the Longparish Events Diary inserted in
this issue of Hill & Valley. The aim is fun, not fund raising,
so prices have been kept low.

Longparish Players Present !

The Continental Quilt
A Farce by Joan Greening

In the evening we’ll follow the previous pattern with live
entertainment and a BBQ on which you can cook your
own food. This year the attractions will cater for all tastes
with live music from Quick Exit while we eat, then our
village choir, with a short set featuring Bohemian
Rhapsody which will prove they don’t just do church
music. They are followed by a barn dance with live band
and caller.
We need all the help we can get to spread the work and
make the day an even bigger success than the first
Midsummer event in 2006. If you can help in any way
please phone Andy Smith on 720034.
But, above all, please come to as many of the events as
you can. Tickets will be available soon and there will be
more information on posters and the village website.

L2SOTM - The Longparish Second Sunday
Of The Month handicap race
Boy, were we lucky for the April run. It stopped raining
just before we started running and began to pour just as
we finished the cakes kindly provided by the Holy
Dusters and Di. We welcomed a new runner, Sam West
from Wherwell. Jack
Ellicock presented the
trophies to our most
improved competitors,
Wendy Beveridge and
David Wearn. Well
done!
The results and some
pictures are in the
L2SOTM area of the village website. The next race is on
Sunday 11 May (the day after the School May Fayre)
starting at the Cricket Ground at 10am. Runners of all
standards are welcome. The handicap system means
that the slowest have as much chance of winning the
cups as the fastest. Hope you can come. There will be
refreshments afterwards and supporters of all ages are
very welcome.
Congratulation also to Sarah Nelson and Fiona Jewkes
who completed marathons in London and Tresco on the
same day as the race.

LCA coffee morning
Maria Neal is hosting this month’s “Coffee
and Chat” on Friday 9 th May at her home
Mallards, Southside Road. Do come along
between 10.30 and noon, you are assured
of a warm welcome. If you need a lift give Gloria a call on
720425.

Mike’s plans for an evening w ith his girlfriend are
shattered w hen brother Dick appears. He has been
throw n out by his w if e Marion w ho found him in the
bedroom w ith neighbour Angela, “show ing her the
new Continental Quilt”. Dick is follow ed by Marion,
his formidable mother, a beetle keeping neighbour,
a sex mad spinster, beautiful but dim Julia,
ravishing Angela and Mike’s hen-pecked father.
What happens next?
To find out more come to the play
on Friday 16 May & Saturday 17 May
in Longparish Village Hall at 7.30pm .
Cash Bar.
Tickets £4.50 (£4 for LCA Members) w ill be
available from any member of the cast or from the
Village Shops in Longparish or Barton Stacey.
Tel contact Andy Smith 720034 or Sandra Jones
720551

Kidzone dates for May are
May 7th and 21st 7-9pm

LCA Membership
Membership of the Community Association for 2008
costs £1 a year for anyone aged 5 yrs and over.
Members get discounts on events organised by the
Association. If you w ant to join or renew your
membership you can either dow nload a form from
the village w ebsite at www.longparish.org.uk
and return it to Christine Beresford. Alternatively
phone her on 720421 to ask for a ready printed
form.
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Longparish Parish Council
This report covers the April meeting. Minutes of
meetings are on the village w ebsite
www.longparish.org.uk.
Welcome event for new villagers
20 new villagers and 40 w elcomers spent a very
pleasant evening together on 15th April. Thanks
very much to all w ho came and especially to Linda
Blundell for the excellent refreshments.

Annual Parish Meeting
The A PM w ill be on Monday 12 May at 7.30 in the
new Community Hall. The A PM is your opportunity
to hear w hat the council has been doing in the last
year and ask questions. All parishioners are
welcome and there w ill be light refreshments
afterwards.
Open Spaces
In an effort to deter joy riders the Council has put a
gate across the entrance to the football field.
Thanks very much to Ricky Bourne w ho did the
work.
Thanks, also, to everyone w ho turned out for the
Clean Up Day in unpromising w eather. Useful w ork
was done in the stream, litter picking and on
footpaths and the early drizzle cleared up.
Roads
Defects: There are various places where the roads
are deteriorating at the edges. Hampshire
Highw ays need your feedback if they are to ensure
that repairs are done. You can report defects using
an online form at
http://www.hants.gov.uk/roads/online-facilities/allforms.htm. Please also advise our Parish
Lengthsman, Ricky Bourne on 720500 so he can
add his w eight to your request.
Ducks: The Spring has sprung
and there are ducklings toddling
about all over the place. Please
take care w hen driving. If you
have ducklings near you then
you might like to make a w arning
sign. Becky Bourne w ill be
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contacting the school to see if any of the children
would like to take up this idea.
Planning
The council had no objection to
• Tree w orks at Autumn Cottage
• Illuminated signs at the new Buck Filling Station
Footpaths
The County Council is responsible for the surface of
footpaths but has limited resources so we try to help
with volunteers from the parish. Landow ners are
responsible for ensuring that overhanging
vegetation does not obstruct paths. As w ith roads
there is an online form w here you can report
problems – see
http://www.hants.gov.uk/rh/row/problem-report.html
Martin Lampard leads our footpaths committee.
Please let him know on 720529 if you make a
report.
This is the time of year w hen our footpaths
volunteers dust off their mow ers and strimmers and
start w ork. If you can help please contact Martin.
We have six volunteers w ho maintain particular
paths regularly. We could do w ith more plus one-off
offers of help.
If you are a dog w alker please help
our volunteers by ensuring that your
dog does not foul our footpaths or
the verges of them. There are few
experiences worse than strimming a
fresh heap of dog sh poo and getting a face full.
Please bag it and bin it.
Affordable Housing
The Council w ill soon be asking you to give your
view s using a questionnaire w ritten by a group of
people representing the w hole spectrum of
opinions. Please see separate article.
Comm unications
The new village directory w as issued w ith the April
Hill & Valley. The Council is very grateful to
Mary Jo Darrah for compiling it. If you have any
amendments please call her on 720320.
We need a new member of our communications
committee to act as village correspondent for the
Andover Advertiser. The post even includes a
modest amount of pay. If you’d like to find out more
please contact Jeremy Barber on 720459.
The next parish council meeting is on Monday 12th
May immediately after the APM. Meetings are
public. Parishioners are w elcome to come and can
speak by invitation.
Jeremy Barber Chair man. Tel 720459
email jeremy.barber@longpar ish.org.uk
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Parish Council profile

Becky Bourne
Becky Bourne was co-opted to the
Parish Council in September 2007, and
is our youngest Parish Councillor. She
responded to the Chairman’s request
for those interested to get in touch
because she thought that it was a good
way to contribute to the village she
loves.
Her family moved to Sugar Lane when
she was three years old and she has lived in the village
pretty much ever since. Following her parents’ footsteps,
she studied for a degree in agriculture at Seale Hayne
Agricultural College in Devon, then spent a year in New
Zealand, milking 800 cows. On her return, Becky rented
a place to live in Alresford and for the last five years has
worked for a grain merchant dealing with grain
forwarding and logistics. Her dream has always been to
live in Longparish, and she sees herself as typical of the
unlucky generation brought up in the village who can now
not afford to live here and counts herself very fortunate to
have found a way to buy her house in North Acre. She
has lived there for nearly three years now and finds it a
very friendly and supportive area of the village. She has
two lodgers and a black labrador, Magic, who is a very
important member of the household.
She is still learning about the work of the Parish Council
and working out how she can best play her part. As one
of its newest additions, Becky hopes she will be able to
contribute fresh ideas which will help to foster a keen and
friendly community spirit throughout the village.
Mary Jo Darrah

Do you enjoy singing?
The choir which sang at Christmas and Easter is
planning to contribute to the Summer Fun Day and to
other musical events in the village. We are still looking
for enthusiastic singers who might like to join – especially
MEN!

Wild daffodils made a
wonderful show in
Longparish in March
this ye ar.

May 2008

Please give me a call if you’re interested. It is fun,
singable music and a very welcoming atmosphere!
Cathy Yelf 720790

Longparish Cricket Club
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors

A dozen or so members and helpers came to the “cleanup” day on the second Saturday in April to prepare the
pavilion and ground for the coming season. Plenty of
scouring, scrubbing, polishing and vacuuming was
needed to bring the various rooms in the pavilion up to
standard – but the result was well worth the effort. An
enthusiastic squad of painters was tackling the
sightscreens when (yes, you can guess) down came the
rain and everyone ran for cover in the nearest storage
shed. Hopefully, weather permitting, the screens will be
sparkling white by the first home game! The ground itself
is looking in the best condition I can remember for a long
time. Thanks must go to the people who have been
working quietly but purposefully during the winter
months, and devoting so much of their time in recent
weeks to final preparation of the wicket, outfield and
other areas of the ground.
The Serious Cricket league at Dummer runs until the end
of April but the North Hants Junior league has already
ended, bringing success to our U13 players in Division B.
Their last game of the season was a title decider against
the league leaders, Yately, and excellent bowling by
‘Parish dismissed the opposition for 93. In reply, despite
an excellent start, our lads faltered to 60-4 before holding
their nerve to reach 97-4 with an over to spare, giving
them a perfect record of played 6, won 6.
Congratulations to all the youngsters who took part
during the winter.

Winne rs in the March 100 Club Draw were
1 st
2 nd
3 rd

£35
£15
£15

no.158
no.68
no. 179

Georgina Bonathan
Chris Clarke
Robert Mole

Frank Hibberd

