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was Most
Improved Man.
Mince pies and
mulled wine
afterwards
helped warm
us up and gave
the festivities a
kick start.

Longparish Community Association
Morning Coffee
Rita is hosting the monthly coffee and
chat at her home Lacey Gates. Do come
along between 10am and 12 noon on
Wednesday 20 th January. You are
assured of a warm welcome. If you need a
lift give Gloria a call on 720425 and she will arrange
one for you.

HOG the LIMELIGHT EVENT

PHILEAS P. SOUPER
A much acclaimed musical show for all ages

Saturday 30th
January at 7.00pm
in Longparish
Village Hall.
Five zany musicians and
two miming clown artistes
travel hysterically,
beautifully, and magically
around the world almost
literally in around 80 action
packed minutes. From a
tandem bike through Paris
to a late train in Siberia,
they travel the world
showing off their madcap
comical observations as
they go. Come and see them play marimbas, mbiras,
saw, piano, peanut tins and zither, not to mention
singing, accordion, bassoon, banjo, brass, percussion,
drums, guitar, tuned wine glasses, and washboards.
Tickets on sale from CHRISTIAN DRYDEN TEL 720398
LCA members £6.00( non members £8.00)
Family LCA members £15(non members £18)
Children £4.00
Volunteers have come forward to keep
KidzZone going, so the January
meetings will go ahead.
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Thanks go to
Jack, Maggie, Paula, Ben and Sim for marshalling and
timekeeping, Jeffery for serving the glühwein, to the
Goulds for the signs and to the Cricket Club for the lovely
venue.
The next race is on Sunday 10 January starting at the
usual time of 10am at the Cricket Ground. Runners of all
standards are welcome as are brisk walkers. It is a
handicap race so the slowest have as much chance of
winning the cups as the fastest. Supporters of all ages
are very welcome.

The Marvellous Magical Coat
New Date: Sunday 7 February
At 3 pm in the Village Hall.
Because the performer had flu, we
had to postpone this show, but
tickets purchased for the planned
November performance will remain
valid.
A modern day fairy story about a little
boy who is given a huge coat which he hates until it takes
him into a strange land where his adventures begin.
Everything was fine in the strange land until one morning
everyone woke up with either red or blue noses. You
wouldn’t think that would make a great deal of difference
would you? But it did, oh it did.
Watch out for the huge and horrible monster with great
big eyes and big ears, flying through the air with massive
wings and great huge belly. Actually it’s a small purple
dragon with a terrible cold but that’s what rumours do for
you.
Brought to you by Longparish Community Association
and Hog the Limelight.

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month handicap race
Is your New Year resolution to lose weight and get fitter?
Come and join us next time! Details and the entry form
are in the LCA area on the village website.
A cool but bright day welcomed 15 runners to the
Christmas L2SOTM including new runners Melanie,
Wendy, Kieron and Louis. Conditions were good, with
around half the rest of the runners improving on their
times and a spread of only a minute and a half across the
finishers. Katie King managed a storming run to retain
the Ladies' Most Improved trophy, while Jeremy Barber

Cakes and Refreshments will be offered. Tickets can be
purchased from the village shop or from Xandi Denny at
720771. Adult LCA Members £5, Adult Non LCA
members £7. Children £5. Accompanied pre-school
children free.

A date for your diaries:
‘The Department of Smelling Pistakes’ –
Saturday 13th March in the Community Hall
Join us for an evening of hilarious comedy and a meal.
More details next month.
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Longparish Cricket Club
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors

Despite the rain and snow Longparish
Cricket continues apace. No cricket is
played in the Dummer Leagues during
December and at the mid season break
Justin Jackman’s Longparish Lightweights occupy
fourth place in Division 1, and Paul Blackmore’s
Longparish Longhops are second in Division 2 and
early candidates for promotion.
In the Winchester League, the First team lost a tight
game against Eastleigh & Otterbourne and sit in the
lower half of a very competitive league. The Second
team enjoyed convincing wins over Bishops
Waltham, Littleton & West Hill and Old Alresford in
Division 2 while Warren Bonathan’s precocious
thirds remain unbeaten and are favourites for
promotion from division 4 following victories over
Owslebury III and Compton & Chandlers Ford III.
The U15s, masquerading as U16s, are third in the
Winchester and District league thanks to convincing
wins over Bishops Waltham U16 and Sparsholt
U16.
Congratulations to William de Cani and Brad
Aldridge on their selection for The Winchester &
District U15 development squad that will train over
the winter and compete in the District festivals next
summer.
The club would like to thank the Vitacress
Charitable Fund for funding the purchase of a
boundary rope and catching equipment, both of
which will be put to extensive use by all of the
Longparish teams in seasons to come.
The Club would also like to thank The Cricketers Inn
for hosting the Club’s annual Christmas Club Draw,
and to Ray Smith for organising a hugely successful
draw that raised several hundred pounds for the
Club.
The Christmas 100 Club draw was held on the
same evening and the winners are as follows
£50
£25
£25
£20
£20
£20
£10
£10
£10
£10

Dave Herbert
Ann Sands
Graham Darrah
Chris Clarke
Lt Col Jack Ellicock (kindly donated to the LCC
general fund as per Jack’s wishes)
Georgina Bonathan
Jane Young
Richard Wills
Angela Carine
Mary Jo Darrah

www.longparish.org.uk
Have you checked the useful links on the
Longparish website eg. postcodes, directory
enquiries?
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New Yoga Class
Faye Robinson, who is a Qualified British Wheel of
Yoga Teacher, is running a new gentle Yoga class
for all levels of fitness, flexibility and ages in
Longparish Community Hall on Tuesday evenings
from 6.30-7.30pm.
For more information please call Faye on
07717500323. If there’s sufficient interest she plans
to open an intermediate class as well from 7.45 to
9pm.

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH
THE ROBIN

photo © chris bowman

I thought this apt for the Christmas season: the
robin with its red breast and face lined with grey,
brown upperparts and whitish belly. Male and
female are alike. At this time of year we get a small
influx of robins from Europe Male robins are very
territorial and can be very aggressive towards other
robins and sometimes other small birds. Robins will
nest nearly anywhere from garden sheds to old
kettles. I have even seen one in an old wellington
boot. They have two or three clutches of five or six
eggs starting in March. The youngsters are mottled
brown. I am on record as the first person to see a
robin in The Gambia in West Africa.
On the 30-31st of January is the RSPB garden bird
watch weekend. Tthey would like people to watch
their garden for one hour over this weekend and
record the highest number of each bird species you
see in one hour. Then go to the RSPB website and
upload your bird count. Those who don’t have a
computer could pass it on to someone who does
I would like to wish you all a happy new year.
chris bowman

January Haiku
Post epiphany,
Christmas tree's green needles shed,
fading brown, slowly….
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Longparish Parish Council
This report covers the December meeting and meetings
of the Footpaths and Communications committees. The
minutes are on the village website
www.longparish.org.uk.
Vacancy
We still have one vacancy to replace Jo Clear who has
retired from the Council. If you are interested please
contact the Chairman or any councillor to find out more.
Thank you
In recognition of the huge amount of work she did when
she covered for the Clerk’s sick absence for over a year,
the Council decided to give Mary Jo Darrah a patio or
picnic set of two folding wooden chairs and a table.
Planning
The Council had no objection to
• A rear extension at Woodstock, East Aston
• Tree work at Queen Anne Cottage, Forton
The Council considered plans for a conservatory and a
carport for a motor caravan at the Old Forge, Southside
Road. There was no objection to the conservatory but
the Council was concerned that the design of the carport
did not fit well with the Conservation Area and decided to
object.
Fire at Waste Transfer Station
The Council will invite a speaker to the January meeting.
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zone will be extended to the foot of
Southside Hill and beyond the Forton bus
shelter. We hope the new signs will be in
place by the end of March.
Communication
Work on a new edition of the Village Handbook is well in
hand and we hope it will be published by March. If
there’s anything you think should be included in the new
edition please contact the editor, Mary Jo Darrah, tel
720320.
Martin Coppen’s splendid illustrated guide to St Nicholas
Church will be published on the village website shortly.
Next Parish Council Meeting
The next parish council meeting is on Monday 9 January.
Meetings are public. Parishioners are welcome to come
and can speak by invitation.
Jeremy Barber Chairman. Tel 720459
email jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk

Footpath Maintenance
Volunteers from the parish council footpaths committee
have put staples into the bridge over the river Test on
footpath 11 from The Newton to Upper Mill to make it
less slippery.

Open Spaces
Skate ramp
Thanks very much to our HCC Councillor, Andrew
Gibson and to The Vitacress Charitable Fund for grants
of £800 and £750. With funds the Council has saved
over the years since the ramp was built, this will enable
us to do a major overhaul of the ramp.
Footpaths
The new edition of our Longparish
footpaths leaflet is available in the shop
and The Plough. Councillors Martin
Lampard and Phil Harris have put out the
waymarks for the Riverdance Walk. For
those reading in black and white, they are
red on a white background. Volunteers have put staples
into the surface of the bridge over the river near
Longparish House to make it less slippery.
The Council has two petrol powered brushcutters which
are used by trained volunteers to help maintain our
footpaths. Jonathan Frere has volunteered to be trained.
We need more volunteers to make it worth arranging a
training course which takes half a day. If you are
interested please contact the chair of the footpaths
committee, Martin Lampard, Tel 720529.
Thatch Fire Safety
The Hants Fire and Rescue Service have produced a
new free brochure about fire safety and thatched houses.
They are available at the Shop if you’d like one.
Roads
The Council has long campaigned for the 30mph speed
limit to be extended so it is with great pleasure that we
report that the County Council has agreed. The 30mph

The picture shows Phil Wood from Andover Ramblers
who is a member of the committee. Phil is one of the
leaders of the weekly Andover Health Walks.
These are gentle walks of 2 to 3 miles in and
around Andover. For more information please
phone Phil on 710844.
If you would like to help maintain and improve our
footpaths please contact Martin Lampard on 720529.
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St Nicholas Christmas Fair on 5th December
Another successful St Nicholas Fair took place on
5th December with Christmas tunes and mulled wine
adding to the atmosphere. There was the
opportunity to buy freshly made wreathes, gifts new
and recycled and children could decorate Christmas
cards and visit Father Christmas.
We would like to thank everyone who helped
towards making it such a success - those who
donated jams and chutneys or baked a cake, or
made things to sell and to those who helped on the
day - especially on making Santa’s grotto look so
lovely. We hope everyone who came had an
enjoyable afternoon, and are very grateful that so
much was raised for St Nicholas Church.
Christian & Andrea

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
TUESDAY 26TH JANUARY 2010
ILLUSTRATED TALK ON

"TOPICAL TIPS AND NEW IDEAS"
by RAY BROUGHTON
LONGPARISH VILLAGE HALL
AT 7 p.m.
Ray was trained at Wisley Gardens in the mid
1970's, he is a senior lecturer for the RHS and his
present post is as senior lecturer in horticulture at
Sparsholt College, near Winchester. He is a wellknown speaker and we have chosen one of his
more recent lectures on “Topical Tips and New
Ideas" which sounds wonderful.
Members free (Non-Members welcome £3.00)
We will also be re-enrolling for the next year.
There will be the usual raffle and we are grateful for
a small gift for the raffle which is towards the cost of
future speakers.
With all good wishes to everyone for the New Year.
Happy Gardening.

Thanks from the Rector
Colourful and bright, with many interesting items for sale,
St Nicholas Fair raised a magnificent £1290. Andrea
Hulme and Christian Dryden masterminded the
afternoon, and many visitors gave and bought very
generously in aid of church funds. We are particularly
grateful to Andrea and Christian for coordinating the Fair,
and to all stallholders and donors. St Nicholas himself
would have been proud and delighted!
Martin Coppen

Calling all musicians
Longparish Playgroup
Fundraising Concert
The Longparish Playgroup is
planning to hold a fundraising
concert during the 2010 summer
term. It will be an evening concert with a mixed
program of light and popular music. So far we have
a number of local musicians who are keen to play,
and the Longparish Village Choir has kindly offered
to sing.
However, it would be fantastic to have a few more
local musicians involved, so if you’re able and
willing to participate, or would like to find out more
information, please contact: Nicky Smallwood on
720086 or nicky@thesmallwoods.com

Any queries: Rosie Lowry 01264 720325
Rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com
or Julian Curl 01264 720548.

Next meeting
Tuesday 23rd February 2010 at 7 p.m.
Rosy Hardy on "Early Spring Flowering
Perennials."

Potato Weekend
January 30th – 31st
10am – 4pm
The Hampshire Organic
Gardening Group's 11th Potato
Weekend will be held in Whitchurch on the weekend
of 30th & 31st January 2010, from 10 am to 4pm
each day at the Testbourne Community
College.There will be over 140 varieties of seed
potatoes which can be bought as individual tubers
or by weight as well as a very popular seed swop
and stalls selling plants, seeds (including onions
and peas), jams and chutneys and potato bags for
growing potatoes on the patio.
For further details see www.the whitchurchweb.org
or for further details about the Winter programme of
talks phone Wendy Ellicock on 01264 720386
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NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE
We are looking forward to the new year ahead after a
happy end to the Autumn Term. Music played a big part
in our Christmas celebrations with some wonderful,
uplifting singing and playing at the Concert with Carols at
All Hallows in Whitchurch, and our young people sharing
a seasonal serenade with senior citizens at Bere Hill
Nursing Home and at the Lunch Club.
Pupils support Naomi House
This year our pupils have chosen Naomi House, the
children’s hospice at Sutton Scotney, as one of their
charities. They have raised money through talent
contests, donations and a mufti day and are now
planning a big second-hand goods collection to provide
items for the Naomi House Charity Shop in Winchester.
The work that this amazing place does was brought
home to some of our pupils when our Head Boy and Girl
and their Deputies were given a tour of Jack’s Place.
This will be a fantastic new centre for older teenagers
and young adults whose lives are limited by illness - and
the experience made our team even more determined to
raise funds to support them and help make the life they
do have as enjoyable and comfortable as possible.
National Recognition for English Department
Some of our pupils became film stars for the day when a
crew from the DCSF National Strategies team came
along to film some outstanding practice they had heard
about in our English Department. The department has
been piloting new classroom standards for the teaching
of gifted and talented children and has done this so
successfully that they were asked to share their good
practice on film, to be used with other schools around the
country. Our English staff reach consistently excellent
standards with and for our pupils and it was really
pleasing to see their work recognised in this way- and of
course the pupils loved being stars for the day!
Calling all musicians! Come and join a new
community band/orchestra.
Do you play - or did you once play- a musical
instrument? Do you ever think it would be nice to play
with like-minded people in your area – just for fun? We
think there may be quite a few people like you around –
who enjoy playing but don’t find the time or opportunity or who have a trumpet in the cupboard that they keep
meaning to dust off.
We are hoping to set up a Community Orchestra or Big
Band in the New Year – when we will all be full of shiny
resolutions – to bring together all that dormant talent.
You don’t have to be an expert – just enthusiastic and
enjoy making music together, all sorts of music. We
anticipate a weekly session in the evening and who
knows what that could lead to. If you would be interested
in joining in please do get in touch by emailing our arts
administrator on kirsten.sagar@testbourne.hants.sch.uk,
phoning 01256 890223 or dropping a note into school. It
would be great to get this off the ground if enough people
are keen. Go on - give it a go!
Date for your diary Our next major production is the
Wizard of Oz, which will be on stage from February 9th to
12th. Tickets will be on sale in January from the arts
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office: email kirsten.sagar@testbourne.hants.sch.uk, or
phone 01256 890223.
Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2010 from all of us
at Testbourne.
Hilary Jackson Headteacher

Textile Workshops in Andover Library
with artist Sharon Kearley
Peg Loom Weaving £10
Wednesday 13 January 2–
– 4pm
Make a funky purse or bag from a variety of
materials.
******************************************************
Textiles mark and print making £15
Wednesday 20 January 2–
– 4pm
Try monoprinting, bleach and inks, sponge
painting, stencils and heat transfer and take
home your own framed masterpiece!
******************************************************
Make a clasp purse £12
Wednesday 27 January 2–
– 4pm
Make a beautiful purse with recycled fabrics
and embellish with beads, pearls and lost
treasures. Note: basic hand sewing will be
required.
******************************************************
Silk Painting and textiles collage of
landscapes £15
Wednesday 3 February 2–
– 4pm
Learn how to paint on silk and then
embellishment with found fabrics.
******************************************************
Felting Workshop £12
Wednesday 10 February 2–
– 4pm
Learn the art of dry felting with merino wool
fleece and a needle! Make a brooch, key ring or
felted ball necklace and matching bracelet.
Tel: 01264 353063 (booking line only)
Price includes all materials
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Longparish School News
As always, this has been a very busy but enjoyable
month for the school.
On Friday 4th December, the whole school attended
the St Nicholas service in St Nicholas Church, when
Scarlett Ridge was installed as Child Bishop of
Longparish for the day. Thank you to all who joined us
for the service, which helped make it a memorable
day.
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Senior Citizens and guests joined us for Christmas
lunch, which was enjoyed by all. The occasion was very
festive, with the children wearing wonderful home
made Christmas hats and the staff taking on the roles
of waitresses and waiter.

On Monday 7 th December, Chaffinch class enjoyed a
Gamelan workshop at Andover College, where they had
the opportunity to play all the different instruments
of the Gamelan. During the session, they learnt many
different parts of a theatrical piece and finished by
putting the whole structure together.
All children in Years 1 to 6 have been learning how to
play Samba this term and, on Tuesday 8th December,
Kingfisher class gave a concert for the whole school
and parents. The standard they had reached in one
term was impressive and the event was enjoyed by all.
This was followed by a concert on Wednesday 9 th
December, in which Years 1 and 2 and Chaffinch class
played samba pieces, including ones they had
composed, and all children learning instruments at
school performed. Both concerts were very well
supported by parents, which gave the children a
wonderful experience of performing live before a
large audience.

Christmas hat winners from each class
St Nicholas Church was full for our Christmas Carol
Service on Thursday 17th December, which provided a
wonderful climax to this term. The choir sang
beautifully, providing solos and descants for the
carols. Year 2 took on the parts of the nativity story,
which was told through readings and a journey round
the church.
At the time of writing, the children are enjoying their
Christmas party and magic show, which have been
organised by FoLS. Thank you to all parents who
contributed to this, the children certainly finished
the term on a high note.
We hope you all enjoyed a wonderful Christmas and
wish you a peaceful New Year.
Alex Foggo

The Fols 100 Club Christmas Draw

The whole school cast of “Rock around the flock”
On Tuesday 15 th December, the whole school gave two
performances of ‘Rock around the flock’. The children
were very dedicated in their rehearsals and rose to
the occasion with much enthusiasm. Thank you to all
who came to watch the performances and for giving so
generously to our retiring collection.

£100 1st
129
Mrs Sands
£50
2nd
29
Mrs Rident
£25
3rd
66
Lieske Wade
£15
4th
61
Anna Drayton
£105 5th
38
Alice Evans
Thank you all for your support this year. We hope
existing members will continue to help the school and
would be delighted to welcome new ones. A form for
this coming year should be in your Hill and Valley.
GOOD LUCK.
Maria Drewett
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