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BIRDS OF LONGPARISH
THE HOUSE SPARROW
The house sparrow is sadly one of our declining birds, a
relative of the tree sparrow which once nested in
Longparish. The male has a grey crown, cheeks and
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Push 4 Safer Homes
making homes safe, warm and accessible.
With most of Hampshire shivering in below average
temperatures and experiencing severe night frosts and
occasional snow storms leaving many residents
extremely cold, but wary of turning the heating up to high
due to heating costs, Push 4 Safer Homes may be able
to help you live in a safer, warmer home.
Grants andl loans totalling £8 million are available across
the Partnership for Urban South Hampshire (PUSH) area
to make homes safer, warmer or more accessible.

underparts with a black bib. The female lacks the black
bib and grey crown and her upper parts are streaked with
brown. House sparrows always seem to be having a
disagreement with their mates and can be very vocal.
They nest in roofs of houses and barns, and will even
evict house martins and take over their nests. The nest
is domed in shape made of grass,straw, and paper, lined
with feathers. Five to six eggs are laid which are
incubated by the female for 10-12 days. A female can
lay up to twenty five eggs in a season.
With all the snow about you should be getting some
interesting birds on your bird table. Brenda Smith and
Tony Oliver have a male blackcap visiting, I have a
female blackcap and a pair of reed buntings, so keep
your eyes open.
chris bowman

Longparish Fête 2010
A date for your diaries

Saturday 4th September
The fête this year will revert to the cricket field by
kind permission of the Middleton Estate and
Longparish Cricket Club. Please take note of the date
especially if you have been involved as a helper
before. I will be asking all the ‘regulars’ to rally round
again if you can and will welcome new volunteers.
Ideas on new activities or attractions will be very
welcome. Please contact me, Tom Bremridge 01264
720689; tom@brem.eclipse.co.uk

FOLS 100 Club
The first draw of 2010 will take place at the Senior
Citizens lunch at the school on Tuesday, 23rd February.
If you have not yet renewed your membership, please fill
in the form in the January Hill & Valley as soon as
possible and drop it in at the school marked FOLS 1000
Club.
Maria Drewett

Home Improvement Loans can be used for essential
major home repairs. Test Valley Borough Council already
offers a Home Improvement Grant for those on benefits
up to the value of £5,000. Now the Push 4 Safer Homes,
Home Improvement Loan could help where the amount
exceeds £5,000. For those of you that would like to use
renewable energy sources and reduce your carbon
emissions the Home Improvement Loan can be used for
the installation of
Bio Mass Boilers,
Heat Pumps and
Solar Panels.
Accessible Home
Loans could help
disabled residents
needing home
adaptations not
covered by other
grants.
Both the Home
Improvement and
Accessible Home
Loans are interest
free, secured on
the property, repaid
when the property
is passed on or
sold.
Home owners and private tenants receiving benefits may
be able to apply for a Warm Front Grant and Warm Front
Top-Up to improve insulation or heating, enabling older
people, disabled people and families with young children
to live in warm homes.
PUSH Chairman, Councillor Seán Woodward, said: "The
project focuses on more than just keeping people warm,
it also offers interest free deferred payment loans to
improve the safety and accessibility of the homes our
residents live in."
Help for private Landlords to bring empty properties back
into use in order to supply good quality, affordable,
accommodation to help meet local housing needs is also
available. The Landlord / Empty Home Loan is not
interest free.
For more information about the scheme or to arrange a
personal visit call the hotline free on 0800 519 1717 or
visit our website at www.push.gov.uk/4_safer_homes.
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Longparish School building work
You will be aware that we are in the midst of building
work at the School. This is to bring the size of the
existing staff room and toilets up to the required standard
for our current staff numbers and also to provide an area
for small group work. The funding for this project has
come mainly from the Diocese with the School providing
the balance. The contract for this work was awarded by
Hampshire County Council. Unfortunately a series of
incidents totally outside our control has hampered the
progress of the building project. These are currently
being addressed at a senior level. Mrs.Foggo and the
Governors wish to apologise to villagers for the length of
time being experienced to complete this project,
especially to those living close by. We assure you that
every effort is being undertaken to ensure a speedy and
satisfactory conclusion to this work which should be by
the end of February.
Helen Mehaffey
Chair of Governors.

The Longparish Link
A new, open to all, networking opportunity for the
people of Longparish and surrounding areas.
Are you...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Working from home or seeking new business or
work opportunities?
Operating a business in or around Longparish?
Looking to build your business or extend your
network?
Keen to get feedback on or discuss new ideas?
Retired and keen to contribute?
Interested in meeting new friends?
Missing the banter of the office?

If you answered yes to any of the above then why
not join us for the very first 'Longparish Link
Lunch'.
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Reminder to Longparish
allotment holders
Now is the time to pay the rent for
your plot. Please drop the money
into Meadow View when you are passing. If you
no longer want your allotment please let Gloria
know as there is a waiting list and it would be a
pity if keen people lost a season when they
could be producing their own vegetables. Any
queries phone 720425

GARAGE SALE
Proceeds to Lymphoma Association

Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th February
10.00am - 4pm
at WHITE WINDOWS,
Longparish, SP11 6PB
For Sale
Lots of TOOLS
(from power tools to nails, screws, adhesives, nuts
and bolts)
& wire fencing, wood cladding, garden tools,
household bits and pieces

The great freeze
The January snow caused problems to many, but
the children enjoyed the extension to the Christmas
holiday. Grateful thanks to Pat & Anne Burke for a
fantastic job in keeping us all supplied with
necessities and newspapers despite snow and ice.
This monster snowman was built in North Acre by
Jack, Lucy, Nigel and Declan.

We plan to hold our first meet at the Plough Inn,
Longparish, from 12 noon to 2pm on
Wednesday March 10th.
2 courses and a glass of wine £15.00
Interested, or for more information
Contact:
John Scott
email: johnscott01@btinternet.com
Telephone:
01264 720018
mob 07876 197678

David Marklew
email: david@davidmarklew.com
Telephone:
01264 720796
mob 07747 014519

Cass Scott
email: carolyn@speckled-hen-interiors.co.uk
Telephone:

01264 720018
mob 07810 522500

Photo by Chris Bowman
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Longparish Community Association
Calling all LCA members!
A new year means that it's time to renew your
membership of the Longparish Community
Association. Membership costs £1 and offers a
discount on some of the activities organised by the
Association. All you have to do is complete the form
at the back of the events diary and return it to
Christine Beresford or Jessie Gould.
A big thank you to everyone who included a
donation with their membership forms.
Christine Beresford

Longparish Community Association
will once again be organising a:

Midsummer Fun Day
Saturday 19th June
As in previous years, there will be a range of
family activities during the day including:
• Nature walks
• Longparish Choir
• Football for the family
• Bring-your-own BBQ
• Ceilidh
We know there are lots of other ideas for
activities out there – if anyone would like to
suggest anything then please get in touch. And as
always, we will need volunteers to share out the
workload and help us put on the various activities.
If anyone would be prepared to offer to help us –
maybe with baking cakes; dishing up breakfast;
serving teas; organising a treasure hunt or a
teddy bear’s picnic etc, then again – please ring
Fiona on 720709.

LCA Morning Coffee
Joy White is hosting the monthly coffee
and chat at her home Southwater, The
Common. (Just off Southside Road for
those of you who are not familiar with
that part of the village.) Do come along
between 11.00 and 12.30 on Wednesday 17th
February. You are assured of a warm welcome.
If you need a lift give Gloria a call on 720425 and she
will arrange one for you.
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The Department of Smelling
Pistakes
Brought to you by Longparish Community Association and
Hog the Limelight.

Saturday 13th March at 7 for 7.30pm
in the Community Hall
Mining their trademark vein of absurdist humour,
Publick Transport – a 2-man comedy outfit of Angus
Barr and Toby W. Davies - present their new comedy.
The Department of Smelling Pistakes is set in Russia
where two civil servants jostle for power - one a
puffed up bureaucrat in search of a job description,
the other an unexpected inspector. They are
reluctant to commit to specific thoughts for fear of
showing ignorance of the party line – even though this
changes hourly. They make idle conversation from
which is extrapolated the deepest meaning, while
their attempts at political correctness only result in
grammatical incorrectness.
“A hilarious caricature of the stifling formalities and

hierarchies of office life, channelling Reggie Perrin,
Kafka, Beckett and the Goons – and two splendid
comic performances.” Steve Wright, Venue Magazine
What the critics said about their last show “20,000
Leagues Under the Office”: "astonishingly witty"
(Venue); "outstanding...extraordinary" (Nottingham
Evening Post); “exhilarating madcappery" (Chichester
Today); "wonderfully funny" (Bristol Evening Post)
A full meal will be served after the show at about
8.45pm and there will be a cash bar.
Tickets – with food:-Members £12, Non-members
£14
Without food: Members £10, Non-members £12.
Our last 2 ‘comedy + meal’ events have sold out – so
get your tickets early. Tables will seat 8 and tickets
can be bought individually or by table. If you wish to
reserve a table, please contact Fiona directly on
720709. Individual tickets can also be purchased
either from the shop or from Fiona.

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month handicap race
The January race was cancelled because of snow. The
next race is on Sunday 14 February starting at the usual
time of 10am at the Cricket Ground. Runners of all
standards are welcome as are brisk walkers. It is a
handicap race so the slowest have as much chance of
winning the cups as the fastest. Please see the village
website for more information.
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The Marvellous Magical Coat
Sunday 7 February
At 3 pm in the Village Hall.
Brought to you by Longparish Community Association
and Hog the Limelight.
If you had tickets for the planned
November performance they remain
valid.
A modern day fairy story about a little
boy who is given a huge coat which
he hates until it takes him into a
strange land where his adventures
begin. Everything was fine in the strange land until one
morning everyone woke up with either red or blue noses.
You wouldn’t think that would make a great deal of
difference would you? But it did, oh it did. Watch out for
the huge and horrible monster with great big eyes and
big ears, flying through the air with massive wings and
great huge belly. Actually it’s a small purple dragon with
a terrible cold but that’s what rumours do for you.
Cakes and Refreshments will be offered. Tickets can be
purchased from the village shop or from Xandi Denny at
720771. Adult LCA Members £5, Adult Non LCA
members £7. Children £5. Accompanied pre-school
children free.

Longparish Community Hall
Management Committee
Our committee has a vacancy so if there is anyone who
would like to join us I would be delighted to hear from
them. We meet every couple of months. We aim to
make the hall as accessible as possible to the village
consistent with the needs of the school. We manage the
booking system and make recommendations for
improving things to the governors. If you would like to
help us, please contact me on 720459.
Maggie Barber, Chair

Cathedral Refectory dates for 2010 are in
Hurstbourne Priors section

Library Workshops
World Wide Web Workshop £10
Wednesday 10 February 2-4pm in Andover Library
How to get the information you want from the world wide
web and avoid the pitfalls. Using your hobbies or
personal interests learn the skills required to master the
internet.

Card making Workshop with Georgina Knipe £10
Wednesday 24 February 2-4pm in Andover Library
Enjoy the pleasure of making your own personalised
cards to give to friends and family. Our tutor will guide
you through the process of creating beautiful cards and
teach you techniques to continue at home including
layering and embossing. This workshop is suitable for
beginners or those with previous experience and
includes all the materials you may need.
Booking line: 01264 353063
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LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
TUESDAY 23RD FEBRUARY 2010
LONGPARISH VILLAGE HALL
AT 7 p.m.
Rosy Hardy on
"Early Spring Flowering Perennials"
Rosy Hardy of Hardy's Cottage Garden Plants at
Freefolk , Whitchurch has been before to talk to our
Gardening Club and we welcome her back to speak on
"Early Spring Flowering Perennials".
Hardy's Cottage Garden Plants is a family-run nursery
started by Rosy and Rob Hardy 22 years ago and they
have been awarded 13 Chelsea Gold Medals.
Members Free (Non-Members welcome £5.00)
Usual Raffle and we hope to see you there.
Any queries: Rosie Lowry 01264 720325 or
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com
or Julian Curl 01264 720548.

Next meeting
Tuesday 23rd March
Hugh Lanham on "Garden Farming".

NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE
“SNOW GO”!
As you can imagine weather conditions were a dominant
factor of the start to our new term. Being able to
remember, rather fondly, the big freeze of 1963 when I
was still at Primary School, I do have a bit of an “old
school” streak about staying open and carrying on when
you can. We do, however, live in different times: pupils
and staff living further away from school, more reliance
on transport and a much more acute awareness of
Health and Safety culture. That meant very early
morning “snow checks” and the reluctant but inevitable
decision to shut the school – for three days in the first
week and just one in the second. Buses weren’t running,
roads were dangerous, the site unsafe and too many
staff stuck to make opening the school safe for all
concerned. There was, however, some splendid
snowballing on the field when we were in – another
activity to add to the PE curriculum!
We are still trying to catch up on valuable teaching time
missed – including changing one of our Mondays to a
Wednesday timetable to make up for two missed
Wednesdays!
Fortunately we were able to make use of Studywiz – our
home/school learning platform – to make sure pupils did
get some work to do, particularly important for our Year
11s and top set Year 9 pupils who were due to take one
of their GCSE Science modules. They could at least do
lots of revision at home.
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Obituary

WIZARD OF OZ – The Show Must Go On
It was not only lessons which were disrupted. Pupils also
missed vital rehearsal time for our forthcoming
production of the Wizard of Oz – so now they are in on
Sundays to make sure they are ready. Tickets are on
sale for what promises to be a smashing show – from the
9th – 12th February: £6 for adults, £3 concessions, (£15
for a family ticket). Please contact Ms. Sagar on 01256
802061, Extension 211, to book your tickets.

PERFORMANCE TABLES
The 2009 GCSE Performance Tables were published
recently and it was good to see our provisional excellent
results confirmed. 81% of pupils gained 5A*-C grades
and 66% with English and Maths. These were our best
ever results and a tribute to the hard work of pupils and
staff.
Hilary Jackson
Headteacher

FOLS

QUIZ NIGHT

Saturday 6th February
7.30pm for 8pm
in
Longparish Community Hall
Tickets £5
Price includes soup, roll and
dessert
Buy early to avoid
disappointment from Kristy
Bowman tel. 01962 761193 or any
FOLS committee member
Teams of 8
Bring your own crockery,
glasses, cutlery and drink.
Enjoy a fun and entertaining
evening.

February Haiku
Two snowy egrets
contemplate the icy Test;
nest, or emigrate?
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Violet Meares
rd

March 3 1935 – December 21st 2009
Violet Meares from
North Acre,
Longparish died in
Countess of
Brecknock Hospice,
Andover on 21st
December and her
funeral was held at
St Nicholas,
Longparish on
January 4th followed
by cremation at
Basingstoke.
Vi was born in Lambeth and always remained a south
Londoner, which gave her a great sense of community.
She and John were married in Old Kent Road in 1953
and their two daughters Moon and Mickey were born in
London. The family moved to Andover in the 1960’s and
then on to Longparish, in the 1980’s. Vi looked after her
husband first at home and then in a nursing home in his
final illness. Vi first worked as a receptionist in the City
which she also did in Andover. In the 1980’s she worked
for the Ellicock family at Longmead House.
Vi was a proud grandmother with three grandchildren
and one great-grandchild.
She was also very active in village life enjoying the
school lunches where she had made many friends with
the children, as well as being involved in the coffee
mornings, the Recycled Teenagers’ Club, arranging their
annual summer visit to the gardens of Longmead House.
She was a member of the Barton Stacey Club, the St
Nicholas Wives – if it was happening she was there. She
was the local contact for the Cango bus. She was caring
– not only with the young, as a regular part of her
timetable was to go and have lunch on Fridays with a
friend suffering from dementia. Ella Scott who visited with
her remarked that Vi often had just the right word for the
situation.
She loved her own garden which was tended well and
often involved help from Ella and recently Lyn also. Love
of animals was another mark of Vi who kept both dogs
and cats ending up with her last two, the famous threelegged Mollie and companion Pom. At the funeral a
special tribute was given by Ella Scott mentioning the
close friendship between herself, Vi, Jean, Hilda and
Corinne.
Vi will be remembered as a wife, mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother and friend. She will be remembered
as a cheery person with an indomitable spirit and
someone who was happy to speak her mind and with a
big personality. She was a reliable and faithful friend who
cared for others therefore was very popular. She was
generous and was consistently cheerful even when in
hospital she received the news of the nature of her
illness and the prognosis. She faced her last days with
Christian courage and hope.
Terry Hemming
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Longparish Cricket Club
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors

A barren month for Longparish CC. The
wintry weather did for the Indoor Cricket
schedule and not a ball has been bowled
to date in 2010.
Behind the scenes preparations for the coming
outdoor season are well under way. The thatch on
the pavilion is to be titivated and tarted up this year
and some of the fencing surrounding the ground
extended and improved. Heads are still being
scratched in earnest on the perennial rabbit
problem. Several picnic tables on which weary
cricketers can take their tea are in the first stages of
construction.
Indoor nets for the Colts will get underway in the
coming months and all fixtures for the coming
season are now on the club website
www.longparishcc.co.uk
The Club is to hold its AGM on the 22nd February at
7.45pm in the Longparish Community Hall. All are
welcome on the night.
Chris de Cani

Another fine snowman
This one was built by the Smiths. He was all ready
to go for a trip to the seaside with net and bucket.
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Longparish Parish Council
This report covers the January meeting and meetings of
the Open Spaces and Finance committees. The minutes
are on the village website www.longparish.org.uk.

Vacancy
The Council has been authorised to co-opt a new
member at the next meeting. If you would like to
volunteer please contact the chairman.

Report by PC Jewell
Our Community Police Officer, Richard Jewell reported
that crime in the parish in the last year was low. We are
lucky to live in such a low crime area. The mobile police
station at North Acre has been discontinued because of
low use and the need to prioritise resources.

Planning
The Council had no objection to
• Work to a chimney at Home Farm Cottage (listed
building permission)
• Tree work at The Turbine Barn, Forton
• Minor alterations to site layout at the A303 waste
recycling facility.

Fire at Waste Transfer Station
The Council has invited a speaker to the next meeting to
talk about the fire at the waste transfer station on
Harewood Forest Industrial Estate.

Open Spaces
•
•
•

The Spring Clean Up Day will be on Saturday 24
April. More details next time.
The Council has allocated funds to put a gate on the
main entrance to the playground.
Work to refurbish the skate ramp will start as soon as
the weather permits.

Southside Hill
Correspondence about the unofficial passing place
downhill from the entrance to Owls Lodge Farm will be
passed to the County Council which is the Highway
Authority. The Council hopes it will be possible to create
an official passing place that is properly maintained by
the County. This is important as the road is regularly
used by buses and there is not room to pass.

Finance
The Council agreed a budget to the year to 31 March
2011 and decided to keep the precept (the amount you
pay as part of your council tax) unchanged.

Footpaths
The Council has two petrol powered brushcutters which
are used by trained volunteers to help maintain our
footpaths. We need more volunteers to make it worth
arranging a training course which takes half a day. If you
are interested please contact the chair of the footpaths
committee, Martin Lampard, Tel 720529.

Next Parish Council Meeting

Photo by Jeremy Barber

The next parish council meeting is on Monday 8
February. Meetings are public. Parishioners are
welcome to come and can speak by invitation.
Jeremy Barber Chairman. Tel 720459
email jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk
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