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The Village Hall  is used in parallel with the magnificent school hall completed 5 years ago but it is suited to entirely 
different activities. The School Hall availability is restricted and it has no blackout, stage or presentation facilities. It can’t be 
described as a fully versatile facility for all village and community activities.  

The Village Hall  is needed for its current users: Kids Zone, Parent and Toddler group, aerobics and exercise group, 
Longparish Community Association activities, Longparish Players, drama groups, lectures and film shows. It should be 
available for private bookings for children’s parties, weddings, family reunions and post funeral refreshments, etc. Currently 
the hall has a lot of failings due to its age. Principally it is cold, has poor lighting and bad utilities (toilets and kitchen). 

Under the sponsorship of the Parish Council the Village Hall  committee has commissioned an architect’s report and 
obtained quotes for redevelopment of the hall. The project plan covers the following points: wiring, heating, lighting, 
insulation, catering facilities, toilets, the stage, meeting room, storage and access for all. 

The plans have been costed at about £220K and we need to raise about £160K.   We plan to follow the example of other 
local villages and launch a Village Hall  fundraising initiative in order to achieve a much deserved centenary makeover for 
our excellent hall. We will consult widely to verify the need and provide justification evidence for applications to the Lottery, 
Trusts and Foundations and corporate donors. We will ask user groups to organise fun and fundraising events and will ask 
Longparish people to support our appeal. We aim for completion in 2012.  

We hope you will approve of the concept and provide  support where you can . We welcome ideas for fundraising and 
for the project generally. Please contact John Scott: 720018  johnhscott01@btinternet.com, Jeremy or Maggie Barber 
720459   jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk  or Tom Bremridge 720689 tom@brem.eclipse.co.uk    
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The first talk was a great success. Matthew Dryden took 
us round the world with scenic, nostalgic and sometimes 
gruesome photographs, and alarming health facts. The 
talks start at 7.30pm and last up to an hour.  No tickets 
needed – just come along.  There’s no charge but please 
make a donation to help us cover costs. There will be a 
cash bar. Any surplus raised will go towards sound and 
video equipment for our Village Hall. 

The next talk is on 
Tues 1st February  by 
Liz Mayon-White who, 
with husband Richard, 
rowed across the 
Atlantic racing against 
James Cracknell and 
Ben Fogle. 

Coming on Tuesday 15 March  
Gloria Goodliffe’s subject will be “Potty about Pots” - an 
insight into the workings, production techniques and 
designs of William Moorcroft and his son Walter. 

 

LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB 
TUESDAY,  22ND  FEBRUARY 

7pm in the Longparish  Village  Hall 
PAUL  TEMPLETON  on   

“FRUIT  GROWING  IN  SMALL  GARDENS” 
Paul Templeton has spent 40 years in professional 

horticulture and has a wide experience in both 
commercial and amenity horticulture. He has lectured in 
three National Colleges of Further Education (teaching 

for over 15 years). We have chosen his lecture “Fruit and 
Fruit Growing (for orchards or in smaller gardens”) and 

he will adapt it for us to “Fruit Growing in Small Gardens”. 
Members Free.  (Non-Members £5) 

Raffle towards the cost of future speakers. 
Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264 720325 

Or  rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com  
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Precious Village Asset since 1910 

Plans afoot to enhance and develop our special and valuable hall 
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Longparish Cricket Club  
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors 

Fund Raising 

Thank you to all who supported the Longparish CC 
Christmas Club Draw and December Hundred Club 
draw.  Over £300 was raised for Longparish CC.  Thanks 
to Ray Smith for organising the event, to The Cricketers 
Inn for hosting the evening, and to Allen Snow for 
magnificently demonstrating that it is possible to drive a 
hundred yards down the road with a full cheeseboard on 
the roof of the car without losing a single cheese! A great 
night enjoyed by all who attended. 

The next “do” will be the Longparish CC Quiz on Monday 
7th February, again kindly hosted by The Cricketers Inn.  

Hundred Club subscriptions are now due for 2011, 
cheques and cash to James Young as quickly as 
possible please.  

A few Longparish CC Calendars are still available, priced 
at £8 from Rachel on 01962 760442, email 
racheldecani@googlemail.com  

December 100 Club 
£50 Ken Ball  £25 Warren Bonathan   £20 Ann Herbert, 
Fiona Gould, Sarah de Watteville, Dan Bearpark     
£10 Steve Motley, Ann Herbert, Margaret Turner, Jan 
Sherwood 

 

New Kettlebell Classes 
Kettlebell club is on Tuesdays at 7 - 8pm in 
the Community Hall.  This is an energetic 
class but is tailored to any fitness level.  See 
http://kettlebellclub.blogspot.com/   Teaching 

of technique is given to new members. First session free. 

 
News from Testbourne 
We are fortunate in schools in having two “New Years” ~ 
one in September and one in January.  Both times are an 
opportunity to reflect and to embark on the year ahead 
with renewed energy and purpose. 

In January we have been able to reflect on being graded 
“outstanding” by Ofsted, following their visit in November, 
and to enjoy planning how we will maintain that high 
standard.  We do so in the context of rapid change and 
challenge at national level – which will certainly make for 
some interesting educational times ahead! 

The new year got off to a good start in a number of 
ways:- 

·  The publication of the 2010 Performance Tables 
confirmed our very pleasing 2010 results, showing 
that we have the third highest Value Added score in 
the whole of Hampshire.  The tables include the new 
English Baccalaureate, which measures the 
percentage of pupils achieving 5 A*/Cs in English, 
Maths, Science, a Modern Foreign Language and 
either History or Geography.  
Our pupils have traditionally done very well in these 
subjects, and our “score” of 31% is very high 

compared to national averages and to most county 
schools.  There is, however, a whole debate to be 
had about whether this sudden new indicator, applied 
retrospectively to the 2010 results, is the best or 
fairest way to encourage schools to provide the most 
suitable and motivating curriculum for all our 
students; 

·  we received a letter informing us that our English 
Department was one of the top five schools in the 
County for their English results in 2010, with over 
80% of pupils making at least three levels of 
progress between KS2 and KS4. 

SPORTING SUCCESS 
Outside the classroom our sporting teams have been 
enjoying success in a range of sports with our Year 7 
girls coming second in the Andover Area 7-a-side Indoor 
Football Tournament, our Year 8 girls winning the 
Basingstoke & Deane Tag Rugby Tournament and our 
Year 9 boys winning the Basingstoke & Deane 
Basketball Competition. 

Also on the sporting front, if you use our Sports Hall you 
will find we are continuing to improve our facilities – with 
new ceilings and lights in the changing rooms adding to 
our on-going upgrading of this area. 

And …. on Fridays you may see some of our pupils 
coming to school in their team “hoodies” or polo shirts – 
earned through participation in sports and other team 
activities, such as Dance Rock Challenge, Orchestra or 
Kid Witness News.  To allow them to show off their 
prowess we have dubbed Friday “Hoodie Day” – when 
such earned team items can be worn with pride. 

Hilary Jackson Head Teacher 
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Senior Citizens’ Lunches at School 
The Lunches have moved to Wednesdays.  The next one 
is on 16 February. For more information please contact 
Jill McHenry on 720869. 

���������	�
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After days of rain, 

sheer delight to greet sunrise 
in a cloudless sky
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Welcome for the new Bishop 
Our first opportunity to welcome the Rt Revd Peter 
Hancock, the new Bishop of Basingstoke to the 
benefice is on 2nd February, 7.30pm at Hurstbourne 
Priors, with a short service in St Andrew’s Church 
followed by a glass of wine back at Hurstbourne Priors 
Village Hall and a question and answer session with the 
Bishop. All are very welcome. 

Epiphany Concert 
The Epiphany Concert  in St Nicholas’ Church, arranged 
by organist, Jack Butterworth, in conjunction with the 
Longparish Village Choir was well attended and received 
with great enthusiasm and generosity by the audience. 
Jack played organ solos spanning three centuries by J S 
Bach, Daquin, Brahms, Elgar and Dupré. He caught both 
the expressiveness of Brahms’ Est ist ein Ros 
entsprungen and Elgar’s Nimrod, contrasting with the 
Gallic exuberance of some of Dupré’s variations on 
Adeste Fideles, and the regal splendour of Elgar’s 
Imperial March. Constructed around the three winter 
Church seasons of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, 
each section also contained a choral piece, accompanied 
by Jack, for the Village Choir who displayed their own 
versatility with Handel’s much-loved Hallelujah Chorus, 
and the more reflective Sleepers, Wake! By Felix 
Mendelssohn and The Three Kings by Peter Cornelius. 
The soprano line was strengthened in a time of local 
illness by the kindness of members of the Andover 
Choral Society and Jack’s sister, who is in Winchester 
Cathedral Girls’ Choir. Those attending were also given 
their own voice in singing carols of each season. Thanks 
are also due to Jack’s parents who arranged the concert 
and provided refreshments after in the Community Hall. 
The extremely generous retiring collection by a highly 
impressed audience will be shared equally between 
Jack’s college musical project visit to South America and 
St Nicholas’ Church. Jack was honoured by being given 
a Headmaster’s Commendation for his initiative. We are 
very grateful for his fine performance. 

Jack said, “We raised just over £550 pounds on the 
night, which is a fantastic return.  I'm so grateful to 
everyone who helped bring it together and to all of those 
who came - I hope you enjoyed it! My half of the money 
has already been paid in to enable me to go to Colombia 
this summer to play and perform with local orchestras, 
give music workshops, and study Spanish in Bogotá and 
Cartagena. I'll report back in August, but until then - 
THANK YOU!'” 

If you were not able to go to the concert but would like to 
support Jack’s trip then donations are still very welcome 
and can be given via Terry Hemming or Cathy Yelf.  
          by Martin Coppen and Cathy Yelf 

St Nicholas mugs for sale 

These lovely bone china mugs are 
dishwasher proof and microwaveable 
and at only £5 make ideal gifts from 
Longparish.   They are available after 
the services on Sundays or from 

John and Jane Young (01264 720233) 

Winchester Cathedral Refectory Dates for 2011 
Weds 20 April, Tues 21 June, Fri 21 October. 

Please note the dates for our combined Parishes to help 
in the Winchester Cathedral Refectory and a big THANK 
YOU to all those people who have helped before.  I do 
hope that you will all be able to come and help again.  If 
anyone would like to come and join in our team, please 
do get in touch with me.   

The days are divided into different shifts to try and suit all 
and we can arrange shifts around school times, so we 
will be pleased of any parents who would like to come 
and help. Transport can be sorted. 

Rosie Lowry 720325 - rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com   

Christingle Service 
Christmas Eve’s Christingle Service  in St Nicholas was 
very well supported, and we are very grateful to everyone 
who came and the collection sent to The Children's 
Society was £255.67 for their work with vulnerable 
children and young people. We are very grateful indeed 
to the de Wattevilles who made and presented the 
Christingles to the children. 

 

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH - THE REED BUNTING 
The reed bunting 
is a waterside 
bird of medium 
size about the 
size of a 
chaffinch. The 
male has a black 
head and bib, 
white collar, 
black beak, 

brown and black back with a buff white chest. White tail 
feathers each side of a brown tail. The female has a 
brown head with a lighter brown stripe through its eye 
and a grey beak. This time of year they are likely to show 
up at the bird table. Last year was a good year I had a 
male and a female for about two weeks hence the photo 
which was taken in my garden. Their main food is seeds 
like bullrushes but in the breeding season they will eat 
insects; they are also opportunists. The reed bunting 
makes a nest of sedge, grass and other waterside plants 
lined with moss rootlets and sometimes hair and 
feathers. The nest is usually in sedge or on top of a 
tussock. Four-five eggs are laid between April and 
August, sometimes two broods. Eggs are pale purplish, 
lilac grey or olive brown with black scrawls and spots. 
Incubation takes 12-15 days with the young fledging after 
10-12 days.  chris bowman 

Tree Work at the Village Hall Car Park 
Paul Knipe will be doing some work on the trees in the 
village hall car park for the parish council.  To minimise 
disruption to users he will do it during half term and the 
planned date is Mon/Tues 21/22 February.  One of the 
tasks is to remove a large horse chestnut limb which 
overhangs the road.  It will be necessary to stop the 
traffic so our apologies in advance if you are delayed. 
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Joy White is hosting this month’s coffee and 
chat on Thursday 17th February between 
10.30 and noon. Everyone is invited. You are 

assured of a warm welcome at her home, Springfield 
House, The Common, a lane off Southside Road. If you 
need a lift please contact Gloria on 720425. 

������"$�����!�# ��%&''�
For those of you who have not yet renewed or have not 
yet joined, there is a membership form on the reverse of 
the monthly events diary or you can download one from 
the village website.  

Thank you to everyone who has renewed their 
membership. An even bigger thank you to those who 
added small or large donations to their fees. We are very 
grateful for this additional support to our funds.  
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Would you like the Royal Wedding celebrations to extend 
beyond your TV screen and into your local community? If 
you feel the urge to join together with friends, enjoy the 
national occasion and make the most of the extended 
Bank Holiday weekend the Longparish Community 
Association and Parish Council are very happy to support 
you. 

We are able to provide advice; we have equipment 
available, including gazebos, tables, barbecue etc and 
are keen to hear your ideas – especially if you are 
prepared to offer to organise or help with something. 
Many of you will recall the fabulous day we enjoyed 
together celebrating the Golden Jubilee.   

Fancy a street party? Perhaps a Royal Afternoon Tea in 
the Village Hall or Community Hall, a full Wedding 
Breakfast (English of course) or simply need a gazebo 
for your own garden event. Why not give us a call to 
discuss. Please contact Christian Dryden on 720398 or 
Jeremy Barber on 720459.   
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Longparish Community Association will be holding their 
2011 AGM on Wednesday 8th June in Longparish 
Community Hall – please put the date in your diaries. 

We would like to invite any groups in the village, or 
people involved in any activities, to come along. We will 
have an area for displays or leaflets and you can either 
talk about what you do as part of the meeting, or 
informally over drinks and nibbles afterwards. 

If you think you may be interested, please contact Fiona 
Gould on 720709. 
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There are plans afoot to reinstate an afternoon table 
tennis session at South Wonston Table Tennis Club, 
possibly for September to April only, for those who have 
other activities outdoors during the better weather.   

If anyone is interested please contact Gina Snowden on 
01264 720128 or gina@ginasnowden.plus.com to give 
some idea of how many people might like to participate. 

Time spent laughing is time spent with the Gods 
Japanese Proverb  
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Perhaps it was 
the cold, 
perhaps the 
ripples from last 
month’s turkey 
and Christmas 
pudding but only 
around a third of 

the field improved against their handicaps in January’s 
race.  Most improved were Jacqui Healey and Louis 
Collard and special mention goes to junior, Matthieu 
Rident who was second fastest overall.  The next race is 
on Sunday 13 February starting at 10am at the Cricket 
Ground. Runners of all standards are welcome as are 
brisk walkers. 

February’s meetings of 
KidzZone, our Longparish 
Youth Club, are on 
Wednesday 2 and 

Wednesday 16 from 7 to 8.30pm in the Village Hall.
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Parish Council Profile - Jonathan Frere by Mary Jo Darrah 
Jonathan Frere moved to Longparish in 1994 with his wife, Sylla, and young daughter, Eleanor, who 
attended Longparish School.  He was already familiar with the area after spells working at the Army 
Logistic Executive in Andover in the 1980s.  They had two overseas postings in the intervening 
years, but let their house while they were away so that they could eventually return to Longparish. 

Jonathan joined the army after leaving school and read Russian at Bristol University before 
attending Sandhurst.  Initially he was commissioned into the Royal Artillery; later he served in 
Logistics and on the General Staff.  His work has taken him all over the world: Afghanistan, Belize, 
Canada, the Cape Verde Islands, Holland and Hong Kong, as well as the inevitable spells in 
Germany and Northern Ireland.  One of his most taxing assignments was in Hungary, in preparation 
for which he had to learn Magyar, one of the more difficult languages.  He has always been 
interested in languages, not least in the accurate use of English. 

He retired from the army as a Colonel in 2007, and became Bursar to a Berkshire school for two years.  Since finishing that 
job, increased free time has made it possible for him to take a more active part in Longparish life.  He enjoys singing and 
has been a longstanding member of the Village Choir.  He has been interested in amateur drama since his schooldays at 
Abingdon School and joined Priors Players in St Mary Bourne when he was first posted to Andover. More recently he has 
performed with the Longparish Players.  He played a leading role in the recent production of “I’ll Get My Man” and was not 
afraid, in the best tradition of farce, to perform the opening scene without his trousers. 

He values living in a small community and believes that the more people participate actively in village life the better it will 
be for everyone.  Realising that he had relevant experience that could be useful on the Parish Council, he expressed an 
interest when there was a vacancy and was co-opted to the Parish Council in October 2009.  In May 2010 he was elected 
as Vice-Chairman.  As a result he is a member of all sub-committees, and since November 2010 he has been Chair of the 
Finance Committee.  He is a keen walker and makes good use of the footpaths, accompanied usually by a dog or a very 
small pony.    

Longparish Allotments 
A reminder to some allotment holders: rent is due now. 
Please get your rent to me at Meadow View, Southside 
Road soon. If you currently have an allotment and are 
not keen to continue with your digging, tilling, weeding, 
sowing and growing please let me know as soon as 
possible as there is a long waiting list of eager people 
who would like to join the happy band of allotment 
holders.    Gloria 720 425 

Tree work and pruning 
Winter is a good time for tree work. The sap is down and 
there is less risk of bleeding. However, most of 
Longparish is in a Conservation Area and six weeks 
notice must be given to the Borough council for all tree 
work except for work on trees that 
·  Have a diameter of less than 75mm at 1.5m above 

the ground; or 
·  have a diameter of less than 100mm at 1.5m above 

the ground and are being pruned or felled to help the 
growth of other trees; or 

·  if the tree is a fruit tree and you prune it in 
accordance with good horticultural practice; or 

·  if the tree is dead, dying or dangerous. The danger 
must be present and the onus will be on you to prove 
this. Removal of dead wood from an otherwise 
healthy tree is considered to be covered by this 
exemption 

7.5mm is about 3", 100mm is about 4" and 1.5m is about 
5'. The boundary of the village conservation area can be 
found in the handbook or on the website. Suitable forms 
can be obtained from TVBC or online from their website. 
      Graham Darrah – Tree Warden 

Longparish Parish Council 
Planning   
At the Parish Council meeting on 10 January, the Council: 
·  Supported work to be done on four trees in the village 

car park [which the Council had initiated]. 
·  Objected to the provision of a new vehicular access and 

gates at Homecroft. However, the Council also agreed 
that it would withdraw the objection if the roadside 
hedge is reduced to 1m, and the planning officer and 
Highways are satisfied with a final solution. 

Clerk to the Council 
At its December meeting, the Council confirmed Miss Jill 
Hannington as Clerk in succession to Tony Humphrey. 
Regrettably, Jill has since decided not to take up the 
appointment after all.   
Tony Humphrey has now, on reflection, said he would very 
much like to continue as Clerk on a permanent basis. The 
Council has welcomed this proposal and the re-appointment 
will be confirmed at the February meeting. 

Precept 
In reviewing the budget for 2011/12, the Council 
determined that the Precept [the small part of the Council 
Tax that funds the PC] should be raised by £2,500 to 
£17,500.  The Council, as a whole, appreciates that raising 
the Precept this year is not ideal, but recognises that it has 
been held at its present level for eight years and that this is 
no longer tenable, as costs are rising. The increase should 
amount to around £10 per annum, or 20 pence per week per 
household. 
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Open Spaces  
Raymond Brown, who operate the A303 Recycling Centre, 
kindly supplied a bag of shingle for the Church/School car 
park before Christmas. Jonathan Evans also kindly spread it 
to create a safe route to the church over the ice and snow; 
and will re-distribute it to mend the emerging pot holes. 

Highways and Winter Awareness 
All the evidence is that the village community did respond 
by looking out for neighbours during the recent spell of cold 
weather; and one resident kindly put a notice in the village 
shop offering help to any one in need. 
HCC has done a good job this winter gritting the priority 1 
route through the village; and been responsive to requests to 
fill the grit bins. It is intended to move one of the Mill Lane 
bins into the Northern part of North Acre, where the need 
has shown to be greatest. 

Update - Mobile Library Service Review 
During November, the Council responded to a questionnaire 
on possible changes to the Mobile Library Service in 
Hampshire. We said that we: 
·  Were happy with the service as it is [fortnightly visit to 

Longparish with four stops – Forton, the school, Acre 
Stores and Wood Walk]. 

·  Felt that two stops [minimum] are needed as 
Longparish is just that – a long parish; and 
recommended the school and Acre Stores as the most 
suitable stops. 

We now have some details of a proposed new service, 
which provides for the two stops, but only once a month. 

Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan 
The draft Hampshire Minerals Plan was published for 
consultation in 2007/08. However, a Government review of 
regional policy delayed further progress. HCC took the 
opportunity to combine the Minerals Plan and Waste Plan 
into one document. 
The consultation on the new approach and potential sites, 
which will include Cutty Brow in Longparish, is expected to 
open on 17 February and close on 24 Mar. Details are at 
www.hants.gov.uk/planning-development  
The Council will respond to the consultation, which is a 
prelude leading towards a public examination of the final 
draft plan in Spring 2012. Please do let us know your views. 

Elections 
The next Parish elections will be held in May. If you would 
like to find out more about becoming a Parish Councillor, 
please contact the Chairman, Vice Chairman or any 
Councillor; details are on the village web site and notice 
boards.  We are also planning an evening in mid/late March 
to enable you to meet some Councillors and have a chat 
over a drink. The date/venue will be published in the March 
edition of Hill and Valley. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 
The next full Parish Council meeting is on 14 February.  
Meetings are public.  Parishioners are welcome to come and 
can speak by invitation.  
Christopher Duxbury - Chairman. Tel: 720580   
Email: chairman@longparish.org.uk   

STUART NEIL DUGAN “NEIL” 
7th April 1964 – 18th December 2010 
Funeral held as Basingstoke Crematorium on 
6th January. 
Neil was born in Belfast, Northern Ireland and was the 
youngest of four children born to Danny and Winnie. 

Neil was a lovely child and had a 
happy childhood. He attended local 
schools in Belfast and worked hard 
to achieve his GCEs.  He joined the 
Cub Scouts aged 7 and went on to 
achieve The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Bronze & Silver Awards.   

He liked music and learned how to 
play the recorder so well that when 
aged 15 he was invited to join a 
marching flute band in Belfast.  

Neil’s upbringing was to result in him growing into an 
honest, dependable and hardworking young man and 
following in his elder brother Phillip’s footsteps he studied 
electrical engineering, achieving high grades.   

Neil’s working life included a spell in the Army, which 
brought him to Hampshire, followed by a number of sales 
and business development jobs.  He was finally fulfilled 
when he qualified in 2001 as a self-employed Driving 
Instructor which has allowed him to take control of his 
working life and blend this with his home life. 

In 1997 Neil met and fell in love with Jenny, and they 
married two years later in July 1999.  In September 2006, 
Neil & Jenny moved from Andover to Longparish, which 
suited Neil’s needs of being able to provide driving tuition 
in Andover and Winchester. 

In November 2007 Neil and Jenny were blessed with the 
arrival of their gorgeous little daughter, Isabella, who 
manages to charm everyone the minute they set eyes on 
her.    

Neil also never forgot his family, he rung his Mam and 
Dad every Sunday without fail for the past 16 years or so 
just to say hello.  He would also send them flowers and 
gifts for no other reason than he loved them.  He loved 
dearly his brother Danny, sister Lynn and their families. 
Sadly, Neil’s brother Phillip is no longer with us.   

Neil was also a great lover of animals, both domestic and 
wildlife and via donations subscribed to the RSPCA.   

Neil will be remembered for many things, as a loving son 
and brother, a loving husband and father, a shared sense 
of fun and humour, but most of all he will be remembered 
as a warm and generous human being, who was dearly 
loved by Jenny and Isabella. 

Jenny and Isabella would like to extend their thanks and 
gratitude to Family, Friends and neighbours. Heartfelt 
thanks to Clare & Wayne Sykes. Thanks also for the 
support given by Longparish Playgroup – Staff, Parents 
& Committee, Longparish Community Carol Singers, 
Terry Hemming and S&J Maddocks. 


