
LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a meeting of the Communications Committee held at 2 Forton on 
Wednesday 28 December 2005 

Present: Jeremy Barber, Mary Jo Darrah, David Gould, Fiona Gould, Mike Johnson. 

Apologies: Cheryl Dowler 

05.01  Minutes of the meeting on 16 November 2004 were read and approved. 

05.02  Matters Arising 

• The Terms of Reference were reviewed and it was agreed that no changes were needed. 

• The Parish Council’s Publications policy was felt to be as open as it could be and not in need of detailed 
review this year. 

05.03  Overview of developments since the last meeting 

• The Hill & Valley Longparish section had been enlarged by a page 

• The Countryman articles were a useful addition to Hill & Valley. 

• There had been useful articles about the Community Project in the Andover Advertiser 

• The Welcome to new villagers event in February 2005 went very well. 

• Contribute has helped by allowing the responsibility of updating the website to be shared.   

• New playgroup pages were added to the website during the year (thanks to Phil Barber) and are being 
maintained with Contribute 

• Cheryl has taken over from Jeremy as village correspondent for the Andover Advertiser 

• The Parish Plan was published in November and distributed with the December Hill & Valley.  David has 
added it to the website. 

05.04  Third annual reception for new villagers 

Agreed to hold the next reception on Weds 8 March 2006.  This should be trailed in H&V in January and new 
villagers invited to make themselves known to Nona or Jeremy. Action MJD & JB 

05.05  Directory 

Mary Jo plans a revised edition soon, as stocks are nearly exhausted.  Useful suggestions were made for changes 
needed but the format will remain the same.  Action MJD 

The updated information will be needed for the inaugural meeting of the Community Association and the reception 
for new villagers. 

05.06  Handbooks 

The stock was getting low and a new edition would be needed in the next year.  Agreed to bid for £500 in the 06/07 
budget.  Some discussion over whether the map was needed as there was a good one in the Parish Plan. 

MJD will hand over money from sales to JB.  Action MJD 



05.07  Hill & Valley 

MJD is willing to carry on as editor though delighted to step down if a successor emerges.  She was very grateful 
for occasional help from Andrea Hulme. 

The youth page had not materialised.  The committee remained receptive to the idea. 

The magazine was in a good financial state.  Mary Jo will provide a copy of the accounts for the Parish Council.  
Action MJD 

05.08  Website 

David has done a lot of preparatory work towards a relaunch of the website and just needs a few clear days to do 
it.  The new version will not have frames which will improve access.  Navigation will be easier and it will include a 
Google powered search.  The site now contains 6-700 pages.  Agreed the relaunch will be announced in the 
February which will concentrate David’s mind!  Action DG 

After the experiment last year and in view of the experience of other sites, it was agreed not to include a forum at 
this stage. 

A playgroup site had been developed during the year.  There would be no problem about hosting the school site if 
they wished to change host and publish via Contribute. 

05.09  Village Plan 

A recent article in the Andover Advertiser has focused solely on housing and taken a negative approach.  Agreed 
that we need, in future, to consider carefully what publicity we want from the press and provide press releases to 
emphasise the aspects to be promoted. 

Fiona and Jeremy will write a letter to the paper emphasising the other subjects the plan covers 

05.10  Future communications needs 

Cheryl had provided some suggestions.  Agreed that they should all be covered in Hill & Valley with carefully 
targeted approaches to the press if that was considered appropriate in particular cases. 

05.11  Bid for funding 2005-6 

Hill and Valley  400 

Website (hosting 105, renew name 25 additional 
copy of Contribute software 100) 

230 

Handbook 500 

Reception for new villagers 150 

Directory 100 

Total 1380 

 


