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LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a meeting of the Communications Committee held at 2 Forton on 
Thursday 12 June 2008 

Present: Jeremy Barber, Mary Jo Darrah, Christopher Duxbury, Anna Fowles, David Gould, Fiona Gould. 

Welcome: The committee welcomed new members Anna Fowles who had responded to the advertisement for a 
new member (minute 08.03 bullet 3) and Christopher Duxbury, the new vice-chair of the Parish Council (ex officio). 

Apologies: None – all members were present 

08.15 Election of Chairman Jeremy Barber was elected 

08.16 Minutes of the meeting on 6 January 2008 were read and approved. 

08.17 Matters Arising – The rogues gallery had been updated (minute 08.06 bullet 3) but now needed updating 
again.  Action JB 

08.18 Overview of developments since the last meeting 

• The reception for new villagers on 15 April had gone down very well.  Agreed that it should be repeated.  
There had been some difficulty in deciding who was new – different labels were suggested and the 
welcoming arrangements were not entirely clear following the departure of the Rev Nona Harrison.  
Action JB will discuss with Gina Snowden and the Rev Martin Coppen 

• The new Directory had been published.  Thanks were offered to Mary Jo for all the work that had gone 
into it and to Mary Snow for the new cover picture of Upper Mill.  A bit more about organisations had been 
included as it was transient and more suited to the Directory than the Handbook. 

• Mary Snow’s photographs had been published on the village website and had attracted comments from 
as far afield as Australia.  Chris Wheable had since contacted Jeremy via the village website and offered 
more photographs and cards.  Jeremy, Mary Jo and Anna will follow up.  Action JB, MJD, AF. 

08.19 Handbooks – Mary Jo aims to publish a new version in Autumn 2008.  Stocks of the old version are 
sufficient to last until then.  There have been some sales via the shop (Mary Jo will pass receipts to Parish 
Council) and Gina Snowden has a supply for new villagers.  Anna will look at the handbook and offer 
comments on what might be included in the new edition.  Noted that the structure of the website was based 
on the handbook.  Some topics are not easy to find and this might point to changes being needed.  
Action MJD and AF 

08.20 Village Correspondent - Anna had submitted her first copy to the Andover Advertiser.  Agreed that the 
procedure would be for the monthly reports to be run past the Parish Council chair before submission. She 
will research material from other correspondents and contact Ruth Widen to establish guidelines on content 
and format of the monthly reports.  Agreed that we have no need to seek continuous publicity the way 
Stockbridge does but that in addition to the monthly reports occasional articles would be of interest to 
readers, particularly former Longparish residents.  An example was the kissing gate upgrade at Forton which 
hit all the buttons (disabled friendly, safe route to school and playgroup, part of Test Way, help from outside 
the village, etc.) Anna will consider submitting material also to the Hampshire Chronicle. Action AF and JB.  

08.21 Hill & Valley  Mary Jo would welcome help with content and hoped to build on offers from Anna and 
Alexandria Denny.  The topic of profiles was discussed.  Agreed that content should respect the privacy of 
people interviewed.    Action MJD, AF 

08.22 Website    

• Maisie Knight was willing to update KidzZone pages.  Jeremy will liaise with her and her parents.  Action 
JB 
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• David will make his next priority to get the Directory material onto the website.  Including details of 
Longparish the occupants of the cemetery was discussed but it was agreed that the Directory was more 
important, despite various queries from people interested in finding out about their ancestors.  Action DG.   

• Anna will review the website and offer comments and suggestions for improvements.  Action AF 

08.23 Date of next meeting – to be arranged in early November, not half term 

08.24 Closure  There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm.   


