
LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting of the Finance Committee of Longparish 
Parish Council held on Thursday 4 January 2007  

at No 2 Forton at 8.00pm  

07/10 Present 

Jeremy Barber (Chair), Christopher Duxbury, Martin Lampard 

07/02 Apologies 

Mike Johnson, Julian Seidman. 

07/03 Minutes of meeting held on 16 October 2006 

The minutes were approved. 

07/04 Matters arising 

07/04.1 06/06 and 06/13 Internal auditor’s report.  The points about insurance values, contracts 
register and insurance liability are not yet cleared.  Jeremy will follow up with Catherine Sweet, 
Chair of Open Spaces.   Action JB and CS 

07/04.2 Christopher reported that he may not be able to get competitive tenders for the survey of 
the village hall as some of the surveyors he has approached consider the job is not big enough to 
tender for on that basis.  

Agreed that if Christopher is unable to get other tenders and recommends that the one he has in 
mind is good value and will do a good job then the Finance Committee recommends that the 
Council suspends standing orders and authorises the work to proceed despite the lack of other 
tenders. 

Further agreed that if the full, £3,000 budgeted is not spent the remainder should be allocated to 
village hall repair or refurbishment and that the amount actually spent should be transferred from 
the Village Hall Fund to the Accumulated Fund. 

07/05 Review of expenditure incurred and expected for the year to 31 March 
2007 

The Committee considered that the expenditure both incurred and projected was in line with the 
budget.  Details are in the spreadsheet attached.  The committee considered the projected parish 
plan expenditure and agreed that it is important that an independent moderator facilitates the 
discussion on affordable housing.  Jeremy had met Jeff Bishop, an expert in both planning and 
facilitation who was one of the people who developed the idea of Village Design Statements.  
Jeremy explained the service he could offer and said that it was clear from that meeting that Jeff 
had the necessary skills and would offer an unbiased service.   

The Committee recommends that the Council engages the services of Mr Bishop and included 
£2,200 in the estimated expenditure for the current year as the approximate cost. 

The Committee heard that Mr Bishop had offered a special rate to the Parish Council and that he 
was interested in using the exercise to develop a model process for TVBC for which he hoped he 
might get a top up fee.  The committee would prefer it if Mr Bishop was instructed solely by the 
Parish Council for the work relating to the open forum whilst appreciating that he might use the 
experience for subsequent work for TVBC. 



07/07 Estimates and recommended precept for the year to 31 March 2008. 

The committee considered likely future income and expenditure.  Details are in the spreadsheet 
attached.  Broadly speaking the committee accepted the bids by the various committees which 
are explained in the minutes of their recent meetings.  Particular items were discussed as follows. 

07/07.1 £500 was included as the possible cost should there be contested elections in May 2007. 

07/07.2 £450 was included to cover training and out of pocket expenses on footpath maintenance. 

07/07.3 The committee included £3,000 for village plan implementation in accordance with the bid 
with the proviso that the Village Plan Committee should refer back to the Council if it wanted to 
use the funds for expenditure other than that mentioned in the bid. 

07/07.4 The committee was content with the bid from the Longparish Community Association 
save that it considered that the £600 included for work with the elderly, etc, should be paid in two 
equal instalments and that payment of the second half should be made after the LCA had 
demonstrated how the first half was spent. 

07/07.5 Nothing was included for major repair or refurbishment of the village hall.  The committee 
considered that such expenditure might well be needed in the year to 31 March 2008 but felt that 
the whole council should consider any bid for such expenditure when details were available. 

07/07.6 The committee included capital expenditure of £4,000 for open spaces and assumed that 
a grant from TVBC would cover half that sum.  The committee was content with the Open Spaces 
Committee recommendation that a bench be purchased for North Acre and that the Open Spaces 
Committee would consult on how to use the rest.  It was possible that all or part of the balance 
might be carried forward and saved towards larger expenditure the following year. 

07/07.7 Recommended precept 

The committee recommends that the precept is held at £15,000.  In making this 
recommendation the committee is conscious that the projected bank balance at 31 March 2008 is 
an overdraft of just under £1,000.  The committee, based on experience of past years, thought it 
likely that actual expenditure would be lower than projected expenditure so the projected overdraft 
would not, in fact, occur.  In the event of the bank account being likely to become overdrawn the 
committee considered that the Council should draw on its savings.  

07/08 Date of next meeting 

To be arranged when the accounts for the year to 31 March 2007 are prepared, probably in late 
April 2007. 

07/09 Closure 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.30. 



Longparish Parish Council 

Estimated expenditure to 31 Mar 2007 and budget for year to 31 Mar  2008 

Previous years Year to 31 March 07 Year to 08 

Income 

Year to 
31/3/05 

Year to 
31/3/06 Budget 

Total to 
31/12/06 

Est 1/1/07 
to 
31/03/07 

Budget 
year to 
31/3/08 

Precept 15,000 15,000 15,000 15000 0 15000

Bank Interest 0 0  0 0 0

Cemetery fees 132 608 250 288 0 250

Handbook sales 33 0 30 30 30 30

Grant Ashburn Rest 0 0 3,425 3355 0  

Grant Village Plan 0 2,738 0 0 0  

Grant Equipment 943 0  0 0 2000

Donations 398 0  0 0  

Allotment rents received 36 36  36 0 36

Parish Paths Partnership 0 0  0 0  

VAT refund 547 2,193  0 0  

Other 0 845 150 550 550 150

TOTAL 17,089 21,420 18,855 19259 580 17466

       

Expenditure       

Clerks Pay/Expenses 1,720 1,712 1,900 2135 606 2200

General Admin 1,653 1,755 2,000 1658 150 1800

Elections 0 0  0 0 500

Open spaces 6,030 6,098 6,650 6349 1301 6600

Communications 609 677 1,480 871 354 1470

Paths 0 0 300 450 450 450

Capital Expenditure 0 730  0 0 4000

Village Hall 500 34 500 3800 3800 500

Village Design Statement 0 0  0 0 0

Village Plan (production) 363 3,968  0 0 0
Village Plan 
(implementation) 0 3,095 3,000 2283 2200 3000

Transfer to Village Hall 
fund 5,000 0  500 500  

Community project   3,592 3,000 0 0 0

Ashburn Rest     4,850 5129 0 0

Other 200 0  0 0 1740

VAT 556 1,255  247 0  

TOTAL 16,630 22,917 23,680 23421 9361 22260

       

Transfer from HCC 
investment   3,000  3000

Closing Bank Balance 6508 5,011 3,186 849 -945

       

Invested with HCC       

At start 34007 40,634 42,403 42403 44725

Add Interest 1628 1,768 1,400 1823 900.00 1800

Transfers from (- to) bank 5000 0 -3,000 500 500.00 -3000

At finish 40634 42,403 40,803 44725 43525

 


