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LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting of the Footpaths Committee of Longparish 
Parish Council held on Thursday 16 October 2008  
at Harewood House, Longparish Station at 7.30pm  

08/11 Present 

Martin Lampard (Chair), Jeremy Barber, Becky Bourne, Christopher Duxbury, Paul Knipe, Phil 
Harris, Phil Wood.   

08/12 Apologies 

Jo Clear.  Chris Dewbury did not attend. 

08/13 Scribe 

Jeremy Barber agreed to draft the minutes. 

08/14 Minutes of previous meeting. 

The minutes of the meeting on Thursday 24 July 2008 were approved and signed by the 
chairman. 

08/15 Report of Conference on 9 October 

Jeremy and Phil attended the Paths to Partnership Conference arranged by HCC and the 
Hampshire Association of Local Councils.  The aim of the conference was to provide advice to 
parish councils on how to improve access to the countryside.  Following welcomes from the Chair 
of the Hants Countryside Access Forum, the HCC Councillor responsible for Rural Policy, and the 
Chair of the New Forest Access Forum, Andrew Smith of the HCC Countryside Service along with 
Cath Hart and Justin Harvey described the organisation and responsibilities of the Countryside 
Service.  Three points worthy of note came from this presentation. Firstly HCC would not approve 
the installation of new stiles; only gaps or gates will be permitted.  Secondly HCC had produced a 
Countryside Access Reference Guide for parishes and we obtained our copy at the conference.  
Finally the Small Grants Scheme would have double the present budget for 2009. 

Then followed a series of concurrent workshops. Jeremy attended the workshop on dogs – how 
best to manage for and communicate with dog owners; apparently this is a common problem 
throughout the countryside with reports of dogs worrying stock and owners failing to deal with dog 
fouling.  HCC and the Access Forum have involved psychologists and a trial is being undertaken 
in Winchester area using their advice to see if the situation can be improved.   Phil attended the 
workshop on practical projects which covered volunteering, health and safety, tools, training and 
insurance followed by how to manage a project and practical advice on installing gates.  In a 
second series of workshops Jeremy was a presenter on promoting local access by producing 
mapboards and leaflets whilst Phil attended working with groups who use the network of rights of 
way.  Walkers, disabled users, cyclists and horse riders gave presentations on how they used the 
countryside and highlighted their needs; only the walkers offered help in improving access to the 
countryside.  Parish council representatives were not impressed by the attitude of the cyclists and 
horse riders.  All the findings of the workshops along with a report of the conference will be 
published on the HCC website. 

The conference ended with presentations by a couple of parish councils on how to improve local 
access.  Buriton PC, who owned a large area of countryside, explained how they had undertaken 
the parish plan and the parish survey which found that rights of way worries were at the top of the 
survey.  They had spent £5k of grants on improving access to the countryside.  What Buriton had 
been doing seemed very similar to what Longparish had undertaken.  There followed a 
description by the footpath member from Silchester PC of how damaged and washed away 
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bridges had been rebuilt along with stiles being replaced by gates all with the aid of the Small 
Grants Scheme.  

Overall Jeremy and Phil thought that the conference was worthwhile and the offers of assistance 
to parish councils from HCC were encouraging; we need to continue to take advantage of this 
situation.     

08/16 Leaflet 

Discussed whether to include a new circular walk based on the new footpath 33 and the new 
permissive path. Agreed not to as the permissive path is not yet in place and if Hurstbourne Priors 
do a leaflet they can include the walk.  Agreed that we will ask for a reprint of the leaflet ‘as is’ 
save that the heading at the front should be at the top of the page and that it would be nice to 
have the text describing the walks on the same side of the paper as the map.  The deadline for 
bids is very soon.  Martin had the forms, has discussed with Cath Hart and will make the 
application.  Estimated cost £800 of which grant will cover half.  Agreed to propose adding an 
estimate of £200 to the bid to cover signs for the Riverdance walk.    ACTION ML 

08/17 Expenses incurred by volunteers 

Agreed that volunteers give their time freely and should not be out of pocket as well.  As a matter 
of policy the council should offer to reimburse their out of pocket expenses.  Martin will raise with 
the council.         ACTION ML 

08/18 Brushcutting course 

There is one place remaining for the course which is from 10.30 to 3 on 1 November.  Agreed that 
Mr & Mrs Bourne’s expenses should be reimbursed.      ACTION PH 

08/19 Review of paths 

Path 19.  Justin Harvey had suggested a design for a new kissing gate but Middleton Estate did 
not like it.  An alternative way of enabling buggies to get to the school and playgroup would be to 
remove the black metal kissing gate at the lytch gate at the Forton end of the churchyard.   The 
rector and churchwardens were content.  Jeremy will discuss with the landowner (Church Farm) 
and if the idea is approved the work can be done on the clean up day.   ACTION JB 

Paths on Longparish Estate   Jeremy had met the new owner, Chris Woodhouse.  The outcome 
was as follows 

1. Trees overhanging bridge on footpath 11 at rear of Longparish House.  CW has put the 
work in hand.  He will also arrange for the repair of the stile at the north end of path 7. 

2. CW agreed to staples on the footway of the bridge to improve grip in the winter.  Martin 
Lampard and Becky Bourne will do the work.    ACTION ML, BB 

3. CW was concerned that dogs entered the river at the bridge which disturbed the 
spawning ground for fish.  They also retrieved stones and dumped them on the bank 
which damaged machinery for grass cutting.  He was happy for the stiles at either end of 
the bridge to be replaced by kissing gates.  The committee agreed to ask the county to 
promote as scheme of improvement to bring in the kissing gates and address the other 
issues.  JB will liaise with CW and Peter Watson (HCC RoW team).   ACTION JB 

4. CW intended to graze the field beyond the bridge with sheep and wanted to divide it to 
ensure that sections were grazed thoroughly.  He planned to build some permanent 
fences.  The committee understood the need for fencing which would need to be 
discussed with HCC if the path was fenced.  The committee hoped that the path would 
not be fenced on both sides as that leads to uncontrolled vegetation which makes paths 
difficult to walk. 
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5. CW is content to permit use of a path inside the field adjacent to the B3048 near 
Longparish House.  He will keep it maintained.  It may be ploughed and reinstated to 
make the surface better.  He would like to make it into an official permissive path.  Jeremy 
will liaise with HCC and advise him of a contact or the procedure.   ACTION JB 

Path 4.  As discussed at the previous meeting, the stretch from The Cleeves to Britwell Priors is 
very overgrown with blackthorn which has moved the path some feet from its true line onto 
sloping ground.  Agreed to defer further action until the diversion of footpath 33 (which has been 
held up because of a problem with rabbits) and the new permissive path are in place.  This stretch 
of path 4 will then become more important as it leads to the improved path 33 so it would be 
appropriate to take the matter up then and link it with the opening of the new paths. 

Path 32 and path 50. Martin had overlooked lobbying  HCC to cut 32 and reporting the state of 
50, well nigh impassable at Dirty Corner (action points from previous meeting.)   ACTION ML 

Path 47 Sugar Lane.  Agreed to monitor the state of the path and consider whether action was 
needed in future. 

08/20 Future work programme 

1. Toby Cooper had offered to do some trimming with his ride on mower.  Various 
possibilities were discussed. ACTION ML to discuss with TC and landowners 

2. We no longer have the chance to upgrade the spinal path as a benefit from an affordable 
housing project we the committee considered that minor repairs were needed.  Jeremy 
will liaise with Middleton Estate.  The question of a major upgrade was parked for the time 
being.           ACTION JB 

3. Clean up day was on 22 November.  Jobs might include staples (see above), improving 
the pedestrian entrance to the village hall car park, extra shingle for the gravel area by the 
church and removing the kissing gate on path 19 (see above). 

4. Phil and Jeremy will consider whether signs on green bins might clarify to dog owners 
that they can be used for bagged poo.    ACTION PH & JB 

5. Signs for the Riverdance walk (see above). 

08/20 Budget for next year 

Bearing in mind the increased level of activity and the undertaking to reimburse out of pocket 
expenses, the committee decided to bid for £700 for routine work.  Any major proposal would 
require thorough job description and a separate funding bid. 

08/21 Date of next meeting 

Thursday 26 March 2009, 7.30pm at Harewood House. 

08/22 Closure 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.05. 


