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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE OF THE 
LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT QUEEN ANNE COTTAGE 

FORTON ON WEDNESDAY 2 DECEMBER 2009 AT 19.30 

09/1 PRESENT 

Martin Lampard (Chair), Jeremy Barber, Jonathan Frere, Phil Harris, Phil Wood 

09/2 APOLOGIES 

Becky Bourne, Jo Clear, Chris Dewbury, Christopher Duxbury, Paul Knipe 

09/3 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Martin Lampard was elected. 

09/4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting held on 16 October 2008 were approved 

09/5 MATTERS ARISING AND ACTION POINTS 

All were either done, overtaken by events or dealt with later in the meeting. 

09/6 DEVELOPMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING 

09/6.1 Footpath 11 

The fenced part of the path is uneven.  It is narrower than the previous path and does not 
include the whole of the causeway.  It is becoming muddy and the vegetation is growing.  The 
parish council has written to Mr Woodhouse about these points.  Messrs Lampard and Frere 
are facilitating the making of statements by people who have used the path for over 20 years. 
This will take some time.  Subject to anything arising in the interim, the committee recommends 
that the Council passes them to HCC with a request that HCC takes action on the matter.  
Action ML & JF 

09/6.2 New footpath to Whitchurch and permissive path 

The new footpath to Whitchurch is open as is most of the permissive path from Whitchurch to 
Hurstbourne Priors.  The bridge on the last remaining section is in place and the committee 
hoped that the new permissive path would be fully open shortly.  These paths represent a 
significant improvement which the committee hoped might be marked by some sort of opening 
ceremony. 

09/6.3 Footpath 20 – Forton to The Middleway 

Middleton Estate had replaced the stile with a kissing gate using material provided by HCC.  
The committee was content with the amended line of the path. 

09/6.4 Footpath 4 – The Cleeves to Britwell Priors 

Graham Darrah had met the owner and his adviser who were sympathetic to the idea of 
restoring the path to its proper line and clearing encroaching blackthorn.  They will arrange for 
the river bank to be repaired where flooding occurred in June 2009. 

09/6.5 Diversion of Footpath 12 in the Christmas Tree Field 

Three parishioners had objected to the diversion.  It was likely that HCC would refer the matter 
to the Planning Inspectorate. 

http://www.longparish.org.uk/pccissues/documents/Footpaths_Minutes_081016_V2.pdf
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09/6.6 Leaflet 

Stocks of the old leaflet are all gone the new ones are being used.  Phil Harris and Martin 
Lampard had reconnoitred the Riverdance walk to decide where to put waymarks.  They had 
spoken with the owner of the property to the East of footpath who thought that the route of 
Riverdance did not follow the true line of the path.  Examination of the definitive map and 
statement showed that they differ to a minor extent from the route now used.  Martin Lampard 
will take up the point with the owner and seek her permission to waymark the existing line.  If 
that is not successful he will advise Jeremy Barber who will take up the matter with the owners 
of Lower Mill Villas, the property to the West of the path. 
Action ML & JB 

09/6.7 Test and Itchen Countryside Access Forum 

Jeremy Barber had been invited to join this group to represent parish councils.  One of its aims 
was to secure improvements to make paths easier to use, for example by joining paths to make 
circular routes or avoid dangerous roads.  The Committee identified four possible 
improvements which Jeremy will report to the Forum. 
Action JB 

09/7 FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 

Martin Lampard and Phil Harris will waymark the Riverdance walk on Friday 4 December 
Action ML & PH 

Jeremy Barber and Phil Wood will do the staples on the bridge on footpath 11 on 10 December. 
Action PH & JB 

Phil Harris will adopt footpath 32 
Action PH 

Jonathan Frere would like to train to use the brushcutters.  Martin Lampard will contact Ricky 
Bourne to see if he is willing to put on another training course. 
Action ML 

Phil Harris and Jeremy Barber will follow up re green bins and bagged dog poo (minute 08/20.4) 
Action PH and JB 

09/8 BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 

The Committee did not identify any major projects and considered that a budget of £200 for 
routine work would be sufficient plus £200 for training costs. 

09/9 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Weds 17 March 2010 

09/10 CLOSURE 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 2100. 


