
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FOOTPATHS WORKING PARTY OF 
LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 
16th JANUARY 2014 AT 7.00 PM 
 
 
Present: 
Matt Beal (Chair), Phil Wood, Phil Harris, Paul Knipe, James Billingham (JBi), David 
Wearn, Jeremy Barber (JB)

Apologies: 
Jonathan Frere, Christopher Duxbury

1. Introductions
MB introduced James and David who have agreed to join the Footpaths 
Working Party
 

2. Minutes from last meeting & matters arising 
http://www.longparish.org.uk/minutes/footpaths/2013-03-21.pdf

Item 13.2.3 – It was agreed signage would be helpful at North Acre end of the 
spinal path. 

OUTSTANDING ACTION MB

Item 13.4 – PW informed the group that no further CAP meeting had taken 
place. Two potential new links had been put forward at a previous meeting 
which the group supported. It was agreed to contact HCC to see if any further 
progress was intended. 

ACTION PW

Item 13.5.3 – A short section of FP2 was improved during the summer 
following the concerns raised relating to the surface condition.  

3. HCC priority cutting list
Following a request from HCC, the group considered which 6 paths within the 
parish should be put forward for annual vegetation clearance. 5 routes were 
identified, with a request for 1 of those routes to receive 2 cuts. MB to send 
details to Sally Lawman (clerk) in order to seek Parish Council approval prior 
to forwarding on to HCC.

ACTION MB

Path Comments
FP 4 July cut. Popular riverside path promoted within the 

Exploring Longparish leaflet
FP 14 May & July cut. Spinal path resurfaced last year. Provides 

safe route to school and used regularly. Maintenance of 
verges required to prevent nettles etc falling into the path

FP 32 May cut. Path prone to becoming overgrown, early cut 
required which will assist volunteers with ongoing 
maintenance throughout rest of growing season (if a further 
cut could be included in July this would be helpful).

http://www.longparish.org.uk/minutes/footpaths/2013-03-21.pdf


FP 44 July cut. Promoted as part of two routes within the Exploring
Longparish leaflet. 

RB 47 July cut. North section only where it leaves main farm track. 
Please also include Hurstbourne Priors RB 14 which links 
this route to the B3400

RB 50 Remove from list due to above priorities
Test Way HCC Promoted Route. To be maintained in addition to parish 

council priorities. 

4. HCC letter template
The group agreed that it was helpful to have a letter template that could be 
used for the purposes of approaching landowners to request that side 
vegetation is cut back, however it was felt that any initial requests from the 
parish council could be less formal. RB 48 to Tracy’s Dell was identified as a 
potential route which may benefit from a cut back, ideally prior to the end of 
February and before the bird nesting season. It was not considered necessary
to approach landowners at this stage, however helpful for members of the 
group to monitor the situation on this and other routes.

ACTION ALL

5. HCC small grant scheme
No improvement projects identified that would be suitable for this scheme.

PH suggested that obtaining new waymarker discs for the ‘Riverdance’ walk 
would be a worthwhile project. MB to approach HCC for details regarding the 
original discs and production of new ones.

ACTION MB 

6. RB 47 (Sugar Lane / Test Way)
The surface condition of this route is poor to the extent where it is difficult to 
use. Improvement suggestions were discussed, however this would require a 
large amount of work. HCC have been made aware of the situation and it was
agreed to seek an update from them as to whether there are any plans to 
undertake improvements.

ACTION MB 

7. FP 11 (behind Longparish House)
The recent closure of the bridge was discussed. No further information 
relating to the closure or any plans to resolve the issue had been received.

The enclosed section of path was discussed due to it being very muddy. It 
was felt that much of the reason for this is due to the reduced path width as a 
result of the fencing and consequently more concentrated use along a 
narrower width. There was a suggestion that the landowner had made a 
commitment to the parish council to maintain the surface of the path at the 
time it was enclosed. JF is currently liaising with the landowner over other 
matters. It was agreed that MB would discuss with JF.

ACTION MB/JF



8. Spare kissing gate available - potential location options
PK has the original timber kissing gate which was replaced with a metal gate 
opposite the shop. It was agreed that it would be beneficial to reuse this gate 
to replace an existing stile. The stile on the Test Way where the path comes 
out by the layby on the A303 flyover was identified as the prime candidate. 
Proposal to be submitted to the Middleton Estate

ACTION MB

9. Working party
It was felt that a working party could easily be arranged to install the kissing 
gate under Item 8. 

PH suggested that work to clear the steps from the A303 flyover and the path 
down towards Marks & Spencer would be a beneficial task. PH agreed to 
arrange a working party to carry out this task however would await the 
outcome of the proposal to install the kissing gate which potentially could be 
completed at the same time.

ACTION PH

10. AOB
Budget – A footpaths budget had not been presented to the Parish Council 
and therefore no specific funds allocated to footpaths for 2014/15.

Access along the road by the allotments/playground – DW enquired whether 
the parish council had considered verge improvements to improve access 
along the road. JB confirmed that options had been considered and the 
investment in the spinal path was intended to provide a safer alternative. It 
was acknowledged that a short section of the spinal path is muddy at this time
of the year on the approach to Sugar Lane.

Brushcutter training – The parish council own 2 brushcutters. Trained 
volunteers are able to use these on paths and open spaces whilst working on 
behalf of the parish council. JB suggested that it might be an idea to look into 
arranging a half day course to enable more volunteers to be able to use this 
equipment. DW to make enquires as to the potential level of interest from 
volunteers.

ACTION DW
  


