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MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF LONGPARISH PARISH 
COUNCIL  

19 December 2006 AT 20.00 at Cherry Tree Cottage, Forton    

Present: Catherine Sweet (Chair), Phil Harris, Jeremy Barber, David Gould, Chris Duxbury. 

Apologies:  Julian Curl, Mike Johnson, Jenny Jolliffe 

12/1.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 31 OCT 2005 

(The minutes of the previous meeting are on the Longparish website at www.longparish.org.uk.) 

12/2. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Ashburn Rest had been successfully restored, and generous grants had been received from 
both Test Valley Borough Council and Vitacress Charitable Fund. The Ashburn Rest had been 
blessed and officially “opened” by the new Mayor of Test Valley, Cllr Jim Neal on 3 July 2006. 
Both TVBC and Vitacress Charitable Fund had been formally thanked for their contributions.  

Action: Mr Barber agreed to pass David Scott’s new contact details to Mrs Sweet so that an 
annual “maintenance visit” could be arranged to keep the Ashburn Rest oiled and kept up.  

12/3. CLEAN UP DAYS 

The Spring Clean Up day (21 April) had been particularly successful, with the children’s 
playground getting particular attention, and the Skate Ramp. One set of the Cemetery Gates had 
been painted, and the rubbish and debris left over from the arson attack on the football field’s 
caravans had been removed.  

The Autumn Clean Up day (17 November) had attracted a smaller band of volunteers, but the 
feeder stream had been cleared, the second set of cemetery gates had been painted.  Andy 
Smith’s work to keep the Skate Ramp sides clear of graffiti was particularly noted and 
appreciated.  

12/4. SOUTHSIDE COMMON  

Once an official query has been lodged with the land registry, no further action is contemplated at 
this time.   

Action: Mrs Sweet to take the necessary steps in the New Year. 

The Committee discussed the possibility of more promotion about the pocket nature reserve, 
including an “interpretative” board for visitors.  

Action: Mrs Sweet and Fiona Gould agreed to meet Paul Knipe to consider the work plan for the 
2007/8 nature reserve, and to provide some assistance to him for grant applications. A villager 
had kindly offered a donation to support the funding of an interpretative board.  
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12/5. BRITWELL PRIORS/RIVER ACCESS  

Discussions begun with the new owner Mr Tacchi will continue.  In particular, it was hoped that 
some accommodation could be reached for a riverside path and possible nature “hide” to ensure 
that access was kept manageable and did not impact on wildlife and nesting sites. Otherwise the 
“right to roam” could result in more disadvantageous environmental impact.  

Action: Mr Barber undertook to contact Mr Tacchi in the New Year. Mrs Sweet agreed to re-
contact the villager who had offered to donate a memorial bench to be sited at the Cleeves, to 
find out if the offer still stood, given she had left the village. 

12/6. PLAYGROUND AND SKATE RAMP  

Repeated graffiti attacks were being dealt with as best as possible. Mr Andy Smith had agreed to 
“mind” the skate ramp and painted over the graffiti on the framework again in November. The 
skate-lite surface had been repaired in two places by Iain Morgan, and then subsequently graffiti-
ed, most likely by out of village “taggers”, given the standard of artwork involved. Using the 
chemicals necessary to remove the paint would probably damage the skate-lite surface, so it was 
agreed to leave the affected parts as is. It was agreed that this sort of vandalism was likely to be 
recurrent, and that it was an accepted part of the “skateboard culture”, so was unlikely to be 
avoidable.  

The committee agreed that we needed to ensure that the weekly inspection log was being 
completed by Mr Toby Cooper, as he had agreed. It was noted that one of the contractors bidding 
had offered to quote for this service, if we so wished. Mr Harris noted that this would be a 
valuable service, as it would ensure that the inspections did take place and were recorded.  

12/7. CEMETERY AND CAR PARK  

The new cemetery path was in good order, although rabbit damage was continuing. The war 
memorial had NOT been cleaned in advance of Veteran’s Day; this would be remedied next year 
in good time.  The meeting agreed to consider work to attempt to lift the beech trees’ lower 
branches to give the gravestones more sunlight in the summer. This would be part of the “tree 
plan”.  

The Village Car Park also needed work done on the trees to lift limbs and make it safe to park 
under the chestnut trees. We have received permission from the Wills Estate to do this.  

ACTION: Catherine Sweet agreed to commission a new “three year tree works plan” from 
Graham Darrah, to include tree work in both the cemetery and village car park.  

12/8. FOOTBALL FIELD 

The field had been subjected to “donutting” (ie circular car tire damage), and the Parish Council 
Chairman had been in touch with the police regarding steps to prevent it happening again.  

ACTION:  Volunteers agreed to move the roller across the driveway onto the field to bar 
unauthorised access. Mrs Sweet would get a warning sign made.  

12/9. CONTRACTS 

Quotes had been obtained from five potential suppliers- four existing contractors and one new 
one for the Grass Cutting contracts. The meeting considered the various quotes provided, and 
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agreed that the new contractor’s price for the cemetery work was highly attractive, although we 
had some doubts as to whether the same standards could be reached on the sum involved.  

Action:  It was agreed that Mrs Sweet should contact the new contractor to re-affirm the validity 
of the quote for the cemetery work, and to contact the current contractor to see if he was willing to 
consider reducing his price. This information was needed urgently to ensure that the Finance 
Committee meeting on 4 January had the proper information. (see item below) 

12/10. 2007/8 BUDGET ESTIMATES 

A draft submission was considered. (See attached Appendix A). The substantial reduction in cost 
was due to the fact that two major items of expenditure (The Ashburn Rest and the new 
Cemetery path) in 2006/7 were not due to be repeated in 2007/8.  Mr Barber urged that some 
new capital expenditure funding be allocated for additional playground equipment. There was 
some discussion about the wisdom of this in advance of a decision regarding the affordable 
housing proposal, which might include space for a playground to be moved and be more 
accessible as a result.  

Action: Mrs Sweet undertook to contact the new contractor regarding their bid for the cemetery 
contract, to confirm whether they stood by their quote, and to contact the current contractor to see 
if he was prepared to lower his quote. Once the information has been received, she would re-
circulate committee members with the results, so that a recommendation could be made. This 
needed to be done in time for the PC Finance Committee meeting on 4 January.  

12/11. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

12/11.1 BUS SHELTERS  The repair work to the damaged Forton Bus shelter had been due to 
take place before Christmas, but had been delayed.  The other bus shelter was currently 
in good order and had not yet been vandalised. 

12/11.1 ALLOTMENTS   There was no report from the current receiver of the allotment rents. 
One report during the year had been received regarding a manure pile, but no action had 
been taken.  

12/12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

It was agreed that the Open Spaces Committee would assume responsibility for further 
implementation of the Open Spaces actions arising from the Longparish Parish Plan. The Parish 
Plan Implementation Committee would continue with a watching brief to ensure that actions were 
taken, over the next year.  

12/13.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

To be agreed at a later date.  


