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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OFTHE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF 
LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCILHELD ON 11 DECEMBER 2008 AT 7.30PM 
AT QUEEN ANNE COTTAGE, FORTON 

PRESENT 

Jeremy Barber (Chair), Ricky Bourne, David Gould, Jenny Jolliffe, Mary Jo Darrah (Acting Clerk) 

08/10 APOLOGIES:    

Jo Clear, Christian Dryden, Christopher Duxbury, Phil Harris, Andrew Smith 

08/11 NEW MEMBER 

The Chairman welcomed Ricky Bourne. 

08/12 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Jeremy Barber said that he would chair the current meeting but wished to find a new chair as soon 
as possible.  Ricky Bourne said that he would be willing to take over at the next AGM, with help 
from committee members, and his offer was gratefully accepted.  Jeremy Barber agreed to chair 
the committee until then. 

08/13 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

08/13.1 Attendance   

Jo Clear’s name had been omitted from those attending the last meeting in the minutes. 

08/14 CLEAR UP DAY 

This had gone very well.  The stream was cleared and the large skip provided by Purbeck Bins of 
the Raymond Brown Group meant that all the rubbish could be removed.  The Committee is 
particularly grateful for their offer of a skip each Clear Up day. 

Scalpings & shingle had much improved the village car park entrance and the area outside the 
church was better but needed more shingle. 

08/14.1 Stream behind Little Beck 

The Parish Council had asked the committee to consider what action should be taken to solve the 
problem of the stream backing up behind Little Beck in spite of the attempts to clear it.  Jeremy 
Barber suggested that it should be considered by the Water Management Group and this was 
agreed.  Ricky Bourne suggested that Highways might be more helpful than English Nature.  
Jeremy will contact them before the WMG meeting.   ACTION  JB & Water Management Group 

08/14.2 Next Clear Up Day 

This was arranged for 18 April, subject to confirmation by Jenny Jolliffe.  ACTION JJ 

08/15 CEMETERY  

08/15.1 Database of interments 

David Gould had prepared a database of interments in the churchyard as well as the cemetery 
and would publish it soon on the website.     ACTION DG 
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08/15.2 Garden of Remembrance 

The PCC was going ahead with its plans for a Garden of Remembrance in the churchyard, but it 
was unlikely to be ready before 2010, because of the need for a faculty. 

08/15.3 Cemetery fees 

The Committee asked David Gould to review the charges made for the cemetery which inevitably 
costs much more to maintain than the revenue it produces.  He thought that Longparish was in the 
middle of the range, and advised that virtually all burials were of individuals with connections with 
Longparish.         ACTION DG 

08/15.4 Fences 

All the fences were in reasonable condition except the one damaged by the contractors for the 
new footway, who had accepted liability, and the one on the Middleway side which had been 
replaced by a wire fence.  This was thought to be acceptable for now. 

08/15.5 War memorial 

Mr Cullen had cleaned the memorial in time for the Remembrance Service.  He said that next year 
there was about £200 worth of extra work that ought to be done and it was agreed that this should 
be included in the 2009 budget. 

08/15.6 Trees  

The Chairman had been asked by Southern Electricity to sanction some pruning and trees in the 
cemetery to clear the power lines, which now required 7 metres of clear space.  He had asked 
Graham Darrah to meet Kevin Penny, who already had permission from Middleton Estate.  
Graham reported that Mr Penny knew what he was doing and was likely to do a sympathetic job. 
They had agreed a programme, which would be carried out in the New Year.  The Committee 
agreed.  Ricky Bourne mentioned the possibility of “sleeving” or insulating wires near important 
trees.  

The big trees by the road are a continuing problem and it would be helpful if SEB could help with 
these.  Ricky Bourne said that if the cemetery were to be included in the Conservation Area it 
would be advantageous to do as much of the necessary tree work as possible now. 

08/15.7 Maintenance contract 

Clive Kent is happy to continue next year.  The cemetery hedges will be cut a bit late this year 
because of his shoulder problems. 

08/16 VILLAGE CAR PARK 

08/16.1 Dead cypress 

Martin Lampard will remove this when he has time.    ACTION ML 

08/16.2 Insurance 

The Chairman had been told by the insurance company that the Council would not be liable if a 
branch fell on a car.  The Finance Committee would review the cover. 

08/16.3 Improvements 

Jeremy Barber has removed the ivy from the posts at the pedestrian entrance and painted them 
white to make them clearer in poor light. 

In the Clear Up Day scalpings and shingle were put down at the entrance.   Oliver Coleman, a 
school governor, had asked Jeremy whether the school could make further improvements to the 
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surface of the car park and this was currently under discussion.  Any proposal would require the 
approval of Middleton Estate.  Ricky Bourne said that a sit-on vibrating roller should be used to 
stabilise the new material. 

08/17 FOOTBALL FIELD 

08/17.1 Rabbits 

These remain a serious problem in the field and the cemetery.  Ricky Bourne said that during this 
cold weather when the rabbits were more above ground it would be worth getting his contacts in to 
clear them.  It was agreed that he would ask them to do this at £2 per rabbit up to a total of £100.  
They would cover the area around the field and cemetery and Middleton Estate had given 
permission for this.  Jeremy Barber said that he would again encourage the school to do the same, 
and also remind them about Dave Haggar who had cleared the moles in the field.   
         ACTION RB & JB 

08/17.2 Car parking fence 

Jeremy Barber and Phil Harris had inspected the fence and estimated that it might cost £200 to 
repair it.  Agreed that they should go ahead as long as it was within the estimate.   
         ACTION PH & JB 

08/17.3 Aeration of turf by Serco 

After some debate it was agreed to repeat the aeration this year at a cost of about £160 in the 
hope that it the field were kept in good condition it would be used more. 

Jeremy Barber said he would speak to the dog walking neighbours to ask them to avoid making a 
track across the field.       ACTION JB 

08/18 SOUTHSIDE NATURE RESERVE 

08/18.1 Work Programme 

Jeremy Barber had discussed the work plan with Paul Knipe.  Paul would like to do some extra 
work on the trees, including cutting back willows and laurels, in this year if the necessary £400 
were available.  He planned a working day on 21st February 2009 and extra help would be much 
appreciated.  Jenny Jolliffe agreed to see whether Andy’s scouts might like to help. The 
Committee approved the expenditure and also the normal programme for 2009, costing £290. 
         ACTION JJ 

08/18.2 Land Registration 

An official letter of enquiry regarding the boundaries of the Southside Nature Reserve still needs to 
be written.        ACTION Unallocated 

08/19 TREE PLAN  

Some of the more urgent work in the Tree Plan was covered by SEB’s programme in the cemetery 
and Paul Knipe’s in the Southside Nature Reserve.  The rest was not urgent . Graham Darrah’s 
suggestion, which the committee agreed, was for two days work at £250 per day. 

08/20 VILLAGE GREEN 

Currently Graeme Francis kindly cuts the path and, in theory, Ralph Whitmarsh strims the centre 
area twice a year for £120 a cut.  Last year one cut was missed because permission could not be 
obtained in time. 

Dave Harris has visited the area and offered to cut the long grass.  He has a pedestrian flail 
mower and would also do the area outside the path for £120 a cut.  He is considering getting a 
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baler enabling him to remove the cut vegetation which would enhance the conservation value of 
the Green.  The Committee agreed that he should take on the work, and Jeremy Barber said that 
he would try to get ongoing permission from Mr Tacchi for the cuts to go ahead. ACTION JB 

08/21 PLAYGROUND AND SKATE RAMP  

08/21.1 Maintenance backlog 

Now that it is clear the playground will not move in the near future the committee agreed that the 
following work noted in the ROSPA inspection should be included in next year’s budget: 

New seats for swings  

Painting of the equipment 

Treatment of the safety surfaces which are rising in places. 

08/21.2 Repair of Skate Ramp 

The Chairman had received estimates from Iain Morgan, who had built the Skate Ramp, for £1780 
for repairing the structure and £2110 for new Skatelite for the surface, a total of £3890.  The 
committee agreed that, as it was a specialised job with few contractors working in wood and the 
ramp was consider by users to be the best one in the area, there was no need to look for other 
estimates.  Ricky Bourne said that when it was built shuttering, the lowest grade of plywood, was 
used and it would be better in the long run to specify exterior, even at extra cost.  The committee 
agreed to it would be sensible to specify a higher quality plywood if this was not already included.  
The committee agreed to include the figure in the estimates and would like the work to be done in 
April or May, which was the optimum time.  Jeremy Barber will check with TVBC whether grants 
may be available. 

Iain Morgan was also to be asked to quote for annual maintenance.  ACTION JB 

08/21.3 Grass cutting contract 

Mr Wolfenden would like to continue and the committee agreed.   Jeremy had asked him to pick 
up the litter before cutting in future.  Ricky Bourne said that he was spraying too much round the 
edges of the safety surfaces which was killing the grass which had grown over the edges, thus 
causing them to lift. 

08/22 BUS SHELTERS 

The committee agreed estimates for the following repairs: 

Forton bus shelter is subsiding to one side and needs propping up c. £500 

Plough bus shelter needs paint and repair      

North Acre bus shelter needs painting and a new bench   c. £200 both 

08/23 STOCKS 

Martin Coppen needs to be informed that the stocks are listed.   ACTION JB 

08/24 ASH BURN REST 

David Scott has agreed to treat the ‘annual service’ as a Standing Order.  

08/25 GRINDSTONE 

Jeremy Barber and Christian Dryden will provide risk assessment on grind stone.    
         ACTION JB & CDry 
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08/26 BUDGET 

The committee agreed the funding bid for next year’s budget to be considered by the Finance 
Committee.  See Appendix 1. 

08/27 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 

Clear Up Day  18 March 

Next meeting Monday 30 March 1930. Venue tbc 

Summer Village Inspection  Monday 1 June 

08/28 ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21.30 
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ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2010 

 Amount Sub total Notes 

Annual expenditure    

Allotment rent 36  based on current year 

Ash Burn rest annual service 90  based on current year 

Cemetery grass and hedge 1470  based on current year 

cemetery rates 50  based on current year 

Clean up day refreshments 150  based on current year 

CPRE and HPFA membership (add OSS?) 70  based on current year 

Dave Haggar mole control 390  based on current year 

Equipment maintenance and spares 100  JB estimate 

Football field aerate 160  based on current year 

Football field grass 600  based on current year 

Football field rent 50  based on current year 

North Acre street light 45  based on current year 

Playground grass 375  based on current year 

Playground safety inspection 75  based on current year 

Pocket nature reserve 300  verbal estimate from Paul Knipe 

Rabbit control 100   

Tree work (year 1 of 3 year plan) 500  tree warden's estimate 

Village green grass 240   

Village Hall car park grass 115  based on current year 

Village Hall car park lights 55  based on current year 

War memorial annual service 150  verbal estimate by Mr Cullen 

  5121  

Other maintenance with longer interval    

Paint playground equipment and football goalposts 600  last done in 03 at cost of £377 

Repair football field fence 200  JB estimate 

Repair Forton bus shelter which is leaning over 500  JB estimate 

Repair skate ramp 3890  Iain Morgan estimate  

Repair lifting safety surface in playground 500  JB estimate 

Repair swing seats in playground 100  JB estimate 

Overhaul other bus shelters 200  JB estimate 

War memorial extra expenditure 200  verbal estimate by Mr Cullen 

  6190  

Capital expenditure    

Bench?  Back path or Cleeves 0  (net of 50% grant from TVBC) 

Playground equipment? 0   

  0  

Exceptional items    

Can't think of any  0  

    

Transfer to reserve 500 500  

    

Total  11775  

 

 

 


