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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL OPEN 
SPACES COMMITTEE HELD AT SADDLER’S COTTAGE  

AT 7.30PM ON 30 MARCH 2009  

PRESENT   

Christopher Duxbury, David Gould.  Andy Smith arrived at 8.30pm.  Mary Jo Darrah (Acting Clerk) 

09/1 APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received before the meeting from Jeremy Barber, Christian Dryden and Jenny 
Jolliffe and from Andy Smith for his late arrival.  Ricky Bourne and Phil Harris sent apologies in 
response to telephone calls. 

09/2 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Christopher Duxbury took the chair; and, despite the low attendance, it was agreed that the last 
meeting minutes and the agenda could usefully be reviewed, as it was unlikely that a further 
meeting could be arranged before the Village Inspection on 1 June 2009 – see below. 

09/3 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
11 DECEMBER 2008 

09/3.1 08/14.1 Stream behind Little Beck 

This is still on Jeremy Barber’s to do list.    ACTION JB 

09/3.2 08/15.1  Database of Interments 

David Gould reported that he had put a database of interments on the website, although it was 
in need of further editing.      ACTION DB 

09/3.3 08/15.2  Garden of Remembrance in the churchyard 

Christopher Duxbury said that he would speak with Martin Coppen to check progress, 
especially as David Gould said that there was room for about 2 more interments of ashes in the 
cemetery before the need to utilise another section.    ACTION CD 

09/3.4 08/15.3  Cemetery fence 

HCC has been reminded of the need to repair the damage done by its contractors. 

09/3.5 08/16.3  Car park improvements by school 

No report had been received. 

09/3.6 08/17.1  Rabbits in Football Field etc. 

Ricky Bourne had reported that the contractor he hoped for would not come.  It was hoped that 
he could find an alternative.      ACTION RB 

09/3.7 08/18.1  Southside Common Work Programme 

Mrs Darrah said that the Common was looking very tidy after the Working Party on 28
th
 

February.  Phil Harris was asked to check what work plan Paul Knipe had in mind for 2009-
2010.        ACTION PH 

09/3.8 08/18.2  Land Registration 

This remains on the list of things to do. 
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09/3.9 08/20  Village Green 

Mrs Darrah reported that Mr Tacchi had emailed that he would ask his ecologist, Jonathan Cox, 
to ring Graham Darrah to discuss the timing and extent of a cut.  If Graham Darrah did not hear 
from him he would ring Jonathan Cox to suggest cuts in May and September in time to give 
David Harris some notice.      ACTION GVD 

09/3.10 08/25  Grindstone Risk Assessment 

This remains to be done.      ACTION JB & C Dryden 

09/4 TERMS OF REFERENCE  

In view of the low attendance, the annual review of the Terms of Reference was postponed until  
the June 1

st
 Village Inspection. It was felt that these could be covered before the inspection took 

place. 

09/5 CEMETERY CHARGES  

David Gould reported that he had compared the Longparish charges, which were last fixed in 
2003, with those of Test Valley.  He suggested that the charges for parishioners should remain the 
same, since inflation had been minimal since 2003.  .  Since space was limited he suggested that 
charges for non-parishioners, which are currently double those for residents, should be increased 
by a factor of 3.  This would have the effect of making the charge for a single grave space £60 for 
residents, and £360 for non-residents.  The Test Valley charge for a single grave space for 
residents is £346.  Christopher Duxbury recommended that former parishioners with long term 
residential qualifications who had had to move away should  be treated as parishioners; He felt 
that this was particularly important if the parishioner/non parishioner differential were to be 
increased. David Gould said that former long term parishioners were given special consideration, 
but it was not clearly written down in the regulations.  It was agreed that David Gould should draw 
up a list of proposed charges and guidelines for consideration by the Parish Council at its meeting 
on April 6

th
. 

ACTION DG 

09/6 BIN AT THE CLEEVES 

Christopher Duxbury reported that the bin at the Cleeves had not been emptied regularly and 
Simon Vize had found rubbish scattered around, which he had kindly cleared up.  Jeremy Barber 
had written to Test Valley to ask that in future it should be emptied regularly and re-fastened to its 
post.  The committee expressed its appreciation of Simon Vize’s public-spirited help. 

09/7 FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 

09/7.1 Clean Up Morning – 10 – 1pm 18 April 2009 

Mrs Jolliffe has arrangements in hand and the committee had no suggestions of work to be 
done other than the stream.  David Gould said that he would ask Fiona to circulate members of 
the Community Association asking for help on the day, and the importance of personal 
requests for help was stressed.  The Acting Clerk is to check that Purbeck has been asked to 
provide a skip as promised last year.     ACTION MJD & JJ 

09/7.2 Budgeted Maintenance 

09/7.2.1 Football fence repair 

Jeremy Barber and Phil Harris had offered to do this.  ACTION JB & PH 

09/7.2.2 Bus shelters 

Christopher Duxbury suggested advertising for a handyman to do small bits of maintenance.  
David Gould thought that the Chairman had asked for a quote for the Forton bus shelter 
repair.  The actual position to be reviewed with JB 
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09/7.2.3 War memorial extra maintenance 

David Gould said that he would ask Mr Cullen to do the extra work recommended when the 
annual clean was done.      ACTION DG 

09/7.2.4 Playground repairs and football goalposts 

Andy Smith said that he would undertake to ensure that the equipment and the football 
goalposts were painted and the swing seats replaced and he would consult the Chairman 
about the safety surface and the skate ramp.     ACTION AS 

 

09/8 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The Village Inspection is on 1 June 2009.  Meet at 7pm at the Village Hall.   

Terms of Reference also to be considered. 

09/9 CLOSURE 

The Acting Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm 

 


