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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF THE 
LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT QUEEN ANNE COTTAGE, 

FORTON, ON MONDAY 4 JANUARY AT 7.30PM 

PRESENT 

Jeremy Barber (Chairman), Graham Darrah, Christopher Duxbury, Karen-Marie Dinesen, David 
Gould, Phil Harris, Jenny Jolliffe, Andy Smith 

10/1 APOLOGIES 

Jo Clear, Christian Dryden 

10/2 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Jeremy Barber was elected to chair the meeting.  He hoped that a new permanent chairman could 
be found. 

10/3 TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The Terms of Reference were reviewed and approved. 

10/4 MINUTES AND NOTES OF VILLAGE INSPECTION 

The minutes of the meeting held on 30 March 2009 had been approved by the Council in April.  
The Village Inspection report was noted by the Council in June 2009 and is included at Appendix 2 
to the minutes 

10/5 MATTERS ARISING 

Open points not dealt with elsewhere in these minutes were 

10/5.1 09/3.3 Garden of Remembrance in churchyard 

The formalities and been completed and the Garden of Remembrance was now in use. 

10/5.2 09/3.10 Grindstone Risk Assessment 

No longer required because of change of insurer. 

10/6 MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS 

After reviewing the various quotations the Committee recommends the Council to accept the 
following 

 Cemetery, Village Hall Car Park, Playground – Clive Kent 

 Football Pitch – TVBC 

 Village Green including removal of hay – Paul Knipe but may not be needed if the work is 
done by Hurstbourne Estate (see later – minute 10/9.3) 

 Mole control – Paul Sweet 

10/7 SKATE RAMP 

The committee was grateful for financial support from HCC (£800) and the Vitacress Charitable 
Fund, £750.  After reviewing the various quotes the Committee recommends the Council to accept 
the one from Fearless Ramps subject to clarification of what guarantee they offer.  Action JB to 
clarify guarantee. 

10/8 LAND REGISTRATION 

Jeremy Barber had established contact with the land Registry and visited the County Records 
Office to start getting together the documentary evidence to establish title to the Council’s various 
parcels of land.  Boundary issues (e.g. cemetery strip used by village hall access to rear and 
assarting at The Common) will be included.  Action JB 

http://www.longparish.org.uk/pccissues/OpenSpacesToR.php
http://www.longparish.org.uk/minutes/parish_council/2009-06-08.pdf
http://www.longparish.org.uk/minutes/parish_council/2009-06-08.pdf
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10/9 OTHER OPEN SPACES MATTERS 

10/9.1 Playground 

10/9.1.1 Maintenance 

Andy Smith has made a good start on the work detailed in the RoSPA report with help from 
Martin Hulme.  The Committee was grateful to them both.  Andy will report in more detail at 
the next meeting. 

10/9.1.2 Gate 

The mothers who use the playground on Friday mornings had asked for a gate at the old 
entrance.  They did not feel the need for one at the skate ramp entrance.  The Committee 
recommends the Council to install a gate and allocated £500 in the budget bid. 

10/9.2 Football Field 

10/9.2.1 Fence 

Jeremy Barber and Phil Harris have yet to mend the fence (minute 09/7.2.1). 

10/9.2.2  Use of pitch 

The arrangement with the youth team is working well.  They have painted the goalposts and 
marked out the pitch.  They would like to use the pitch for a further five matches and are 
prepared to pay an extra £5 per match if the Council provides the marking fluid.  The 
Committee recommends the Council to accept and that The Clerk invoices them £100.  
The club anticipate that they would like the arrangement to continue. 

The pitch has also been used for a very successful village match between Christmas and 
New Year. 

10/9.2.3 Pitch Markers 

Andy Smith suggested use of permanent pitch markers.  The Committee thought this was a 
good idea.  Andy will find out more about them including cost.  Action AS 

10/9.2.4 Dog Fouling 

The committee was disappointed to note that dog fouling of the pitch is still a problem.  The 
Committee felt that action by users would be helpful.  Andy Smith and Jenny Jolliffe will 
write something for Hill & Valley and contact the TVBC Dog Warden, Rod Mason.  Action 
AS & JJ 

10/9.2.5 Aeration of pitch 

The Committee felt that the aeration had been useful but was not sure that the expense 
could be justified every year.  Karen Marie Dinesen will investigate an alternative contractor.  
Action K-MD 

10/9.3 Village Green and East Aston Common  

Graham Darrah reported that he had met with Jonathan Cox, who advises Hurstbourne Estate.  
In the long term they would like to manage the former meadow areas of East Aston Common 
by grazing with cattle.  This might not be possible because of the need for fencing.  Grants 
might be available under the Higher Level Scheme.  They were liaising with Natural England 
(NE) and the Council would be consulted.  Jeremy Barber had had a call from Graham Roberts 
of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust (who also advises Hurstbourne Estate) asking for contact 
details to give NE.  He had provided them but heard nothing yet.   

In the meantime Hurstbourne Estate propose to manage the former meadows by cutting and 
removing the hay.  They would also like to remove the blackthorn and restore the footpath to 
Britwell Priors to its proper line.  The committee welcomed this development which would 
remove the need for the Council to cut the village green if it goes ahead this summer and will 
be pleased to discuss the longer term plans.  Action GD to liaise with Mr Cox 
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Mr Tacchi had undertaken to repair the bank where it was breeched in June 2009.  This has 
not yet been done.  Graham Darrah will remind Mr Cox.  Action GD. 

Graham reported the Mr Tacchi was happy for Jeff Dunford’s seat (which is in a state of some 
disrepair) to be replaced, subject to approval of the design.  The Committee welcomed this and 
included £500 in the budget.  Action GD to liaise with Mr Cox over design. 

10/9.4 Tree Work 

Graham Darrah is putting together a plan.  His main concern was large limbs of an ash tree in 
the chalk pit which were hanging over Nuns’ Walk.  There was no immediate threat but eh 
thought they would be better removed.  He and Jeremy Barber will visit the site and draw up a 
specification.  The Committee decided to include £1000 for tree work in the budget bid. 
Action GD & JB 

10/9.5 Cemetery 

10/9.5.1 Fence 

The Committee agreed that there was no point in pressing HCC further to repair the 
damage to the cemetery fence done when the new footway was built (Minute 09/3.4) and 
recommends that Alan Rogers be asked to do the repair. 

10/9.5.2 Tree Work 

SEB have yet to do the work under the high voltage lines agreed over a year ago.  Just after 
harvest they said they could not do the work because they would have to disconnect the 
Middleton grain dryer.  More recently they had arranged a time with David Gould but had 
failed to come as arranged.  Action JB to chase 

10/9.5.3 War Memorial 

Some work is needed to prevent water damage (minute 09/7.2.3).  David Gould has this on 
his list.  Action DG 

10/9.6 Village Hall Car Park 

10/9.6.1 Surface 

The Committee noted that the surface is deteriorating because of use by school parents.  
Nothing has been heard from the School (minute 09/3.5) about their idea of improving the 
surface.  Jeremy Barber will raise the matter again with Oliver Coleman (governor 
responsible).  Action JB 

10/9.6.2 Hedge 

Middleton Estate had advised that the cupressus hedge belongs to Church Farm which is 
changing hands.  Dave Harris is willing to lead work to reduce its bulk but permission is 
required.  Action JB to contact new owners 

10/9.6.3 Fir tree by telegraph pole.   

The tree is in poor condition.  Middleton Estate are happy to see it maintained appropriately 
but don’t want it felled.  Graham Darrah will devise a scheme of work and apply to TVBC. 

10/9.6.4 Electricity wires in horse chestnut trees 

Dave Harris had been unable to do planned pruning of the lower branches at the Clean Up 
day because of uninsulated electric wires.  SEB had agreed to prune the branches away 
from the wires on 14 December but had not done so.  Action JB to chase SEB 

10/9.7 Stream 

A lot of useful work had been done on the clean up day.  The Mercers have given standing 
permission to clear the stream where it runs through their property.  Phil Harris and Jeremy 
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Barber had cleared under the hard standing after the clean up day which resulted in the level in 
the stream dropping about 4 inches.   

The work involves a lot of manual labour, particularly getting weed, etc, into the skip.  Karen-
Marie Dinesen will investigate a possible source of mechanical help.  Action KMD 

10/9.8 Stocks, Bus Shelters, Ashburn Rest 

All were in reasonable condition and no special maintenance was envisaged for the year to 
come. 

10/9.9 Date for Spring Clean Up Day 

Saturday 24 April was agreed for the date of the Spring Clean Up.  Jenny Jolliffe will publicise, 
liaise with pub about lunch, etc.  Action JJ 

10/9.10 Driver Information Sign 

The Committee discussed whether to include a sum in the funding bid for the next financial 
year but reached no firm conclusion. 

10/9.11 Ordnance Survey Maps 

The committee agreed to include £50 in the budget for a licence.   

10/10 FUNDING BID FOR YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2011 

The committee reviewed to various items of expenditure and recommends the budget at 
Appendix 1 to the Council.   

10/11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Monday 19 April. 

10/12 CLOSURE 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Open Spaces    

Estimated expenditure for year to 31 March 2011 
    

 Est 
Sub 
total Notes 

Annual expenditure    

Allotment rent 36  based on current year 

Ash Burn rest annual service 90  based on current year 

Cemetery grass and hedge 1500  based on quote 

cemetery rates 75  based on current year 72.15 

Clean up day refreshments 150  based on current year 122 

CPRE and HPFA membership and add OSS 70  Current year 49 add OSS 

Mole control 550  Based on quote 

Equipment maintenance and spares 100  estimate 

Football field aerate 200  Last cost 210 in March 09 

Football field grass 615  Based on quote 

Football field rent 50  based on current year 

Football field line marking stuff 70  Cost of one tub 

North Acre street light 66  New PFI contract 

Playground grass 420  based on quote 

Playground safety inspection 80  based on current year 75 

Pocket nature reserve 500  
verbal estimate from Paul Knipe 
routine 300 trees 200 

Rabbit control 100  (not done this year so far) 
Tree work  1000  based on tree warden's estimate 

Village green grass 240  Based on quote but may not be 
needed 

Ordnance Survey licence 50   

Village Hall car park grass 210  Based on quote 

Village Hall car park lights 55  based on current year 

War memorial annual service 200  verbal estimate by Mr Cullen 

  6427  

Other maintenance with longer interval    

Repair football field fence 50  estimate 

Repair lifting safety surface in playground 500  estimate 

Repair swing seats in playground 100  estimate 

Playground gate 500  done 

War memorial extra expenditure 500  verbal estimate by Mr Cullen 

  1650  

Capital expenditure    

Bench at Cleeves 500  (net of 50% grant from TVBC) 

Playground equipment? 0   

  500  

    

Transfer to reserve 500 500  

    

Total  9041  
 


