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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF THE 
LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT QUEEN ANNE COTTAGE, 

FORTON, ON MONDAY 19 APRIL 2010 AT 7.30PM 

PRESENT 

Jeremy Barber (Chairman), Jo Clear, David Gould, Phil Harris,  

10/13 APOLOGIES 

Graham Darrah, Karen-Marie Dinesen, Christian Dryden, Christopher Duxbury, Jenny Jolliffe, 
Andy Smith 

10/14 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Jeremy Barber was elected to chair the meeting. 

10/15 MINUTES AND NOTES OF VILLAGE INSPECTION 

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 January 2010 had been approved by the Council on 11 
January.   

10/16 MATTERS ARISING 

Open items are dealt with elsewhere in these minutes. 

10/17 SKATE RAMP REFURBISHMENT 

Fearless Ramps were currently near to completing the work.  The frame was sound but some 
deterioration of the under layer of plywood was revealed when they removed the skatelite. They 
advised that the original plywood had been of shuttering rather than exterior quality. Additional 
expenditure of £1040 was needed to rectify this.  Jeremy Barber had contacted TVBC who 
advised that they might be able to give financial help.                    Action JB to submit form 

The outside was being clad with exterior grade plywood treated with preservative stain.  Fearless 
advised that this was preferable to paint as it did not trap moisture.  The blue wood needed 
painting and this was not part of the contract.  Agreed it would be good to do this at the Clean Up 
Day if the weather held.           

10/18 LAND REGISTRATION 

Jeremy Barber, Christopher Duxbury and Mary Jo Darrah had met the Land Registry on 15 April 
and made an application.  Research so far had provided sufficient evidence to register title to the 
Plough bus shelter and the three areas of common land (former pits).  Christopher Duxbury will 
follow up to complete the evidence on the cemetery and Jeremy Barber will research the Forton 
and Shop bus shelters.  The fee would be £40 plus an extra fee of £40 may be required as the 
cemetery strip has already been registered by the Church.  The car park at the rear of the village 
hall has not been registered but the Church has put down a marker that they are interested if 
anyone wishes to register it.        Action CD & JB 

10/19 FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 

10/19.1 Clean Up Day 24 April 2010 

The following jobs were suggested 

• stream - not a great deal needed this time around 

• church car park - need to spread some shingle.  JB to approach Purbeck for shingle 
and Jonathan Evans to see if he will co-ordinate.    Action JB 

• path 10 North Acre to foot of Tracey's Dell path.  Surface very uneven where it leaves 
North Acre and trees overhanging where it starts along the field need attention.  Jo 
Clear to talk with neighbours to get their ok for doing the work.  JB to see if Purbeck will 
provide a bag of gravel or scalpings.  Jo has a roller we could use.  Action JC 
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• benches - need a scrub 

• litter picking 

• street signs (30MPH repeaters, etc) need a wash 

• bus shelter need sweep out and tidy up 

• blue wood on skate ramp needs painting.  David Gould will buy paint on Friday and is 
willing to lead if Andy is happy to help as well.    Action JB 

• village hall car park overhanging trees need trimming back.  JB to see if Dave Harris is 
free.         Action JB 

10/20 OTHER OPEN SPACES MATTERS 

10/20.1 Playground 

10/20.1.1 Maintenance 

Andy Smith had not yet been able to arrange repair of the lifting safety surface or the swing 
seats.           Action AS 

10/20.1.2 Gate 

The Council has allocated £500 for a gate but a volunteer was needed to investigate what 
was needed, specify the work and obtain a price.    Action unallocated 

10/20.1.3 RoSPA Report 

RoSPA will be visiting shortly.  The Clerk has asked for the report to be made in electronic 
form to assist distribution 

10/20.1.4 Trees 

Graham Darrah and Jeremy Barber had pruned the various trees in the playground. 

10/20.1.5 Roundabout 

Toby Cooper is investigating the possible replacement of the bearings with Wicksteeds. 

10/20.2 Football Field 

10/20.2.1 Outstanding action 

10/9.2.4 Dog Fouling at Football Pitch.  Andy Smith and Jenny Jolliffe will write something 
for Hill & Valley and contact the TVBC Dog Warden, Rod Mason.   Action AS & JJ 

10/20.2.2 Use of pitch 

The arrangement with the youth team has worked well and they expect to use the pitch next 
year 

10/20.2.3 Pitch Markers 

Jeremy Barber had bought white marking fluid and Plifix Carrots and has passed them to 
Paul Taylor. 

10/20.2.4 Aeration of pitch 

Karen-Marie Dinesen had investigated an alternative contractor but the cost was prohibitive. 

10/20.3 Village Green and East Aston Common  

Hurstbourne Estate have cleared the meadow to the East of footpath 4.  They were concerned 
that the cleared area would attract vehicles and have installed dragon’s teeth after consultation 
with Natural England. 
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It looked as though fencing to enable cattle to graze the land would be difficult and the 
preferred action at this stage was further mechanical cutting.  However Hurstbourne Estate 
were concerned that this might lead to additional use which might be to the detriment of the 
SSSI.  Some sort of access census might be needed.  Phil Harris was willing to help.  A 
meeting had been arranged for the following day but had just been postponed because the NE 
Access Officer was stranded in Syria because planes were grounded as a result of clouds of 
volcanic dust from Iceland.   

HCC had removed the blackthorn and restored the footpath to Britwell Priors to its proper line.   

It was not clear whether the Council would need to cut the Village Green or whether this would 
be done by Hurstbourne Estate and the river bank had not yet been repaired where it was 
breeched in June 2009.   Action Graham Darrah to liaise with Mr Cox 

Graham Darrah had reported that replacement of Jeff Dunford’s seat was under active 
consideration. 

10/20.4 Tree Work 

Graham Darrah and Jeremy Barber had looked at the ash tree in the chalk pit and 
photographed it.  Jeremy has cut the ivy at the base.  Graham will prepare a specification of the 
work needed (remove three limbs or possibly fell completely).   Action GD 

10/20.5 Cemetery 

10/20.5.1 Fence 

Alan Rogers has not yet been asked to repair the fence.   Action unallocated 

10/20.5.2 Tree Work 

SEB have still to do the work under the high voltage lines agreed well over a year ago.   

10/20.5.3 War Memorial 

David Gould had investigated grants.  English Heritage was no longer an option as they 
have introduced a minimum of £3,000.  The Small Grants Scheme offer support of up to 
50% for work apart from cosmetic cleaning.  David Gould will follow up.  An updated 
estimate from Mr Cullen will be needed and it may be necessary to obtain other quotes. 
           Action DG 

10/20.6 Village Hall Car Park 

10/20.6.1 Surface 

The Committee was pleased to note that the school have improved the muddy areas with 
shingle. 

10/20.6.2 Hedge 

The new owners of Church Farm, MR & Mrs Metcalf have marked the boundary.  The 
hedge is entirely on their ground so is not the Council’s responsibility.  They wish to 
preserve their privacy but are keen to replace the hedge or prune it significantly.  The 
committee welcomed this. 

10/20.6.3 Fir tree by telegraph pole.   

Graham Darrah and Jeremy Barber have pruned the tree but it does not look healthy and 
may not survive 

10/20.6.4 Horse chestnut trees 

The SEB have sheathed the wires so the branches can be trimmed.  The Committee hoped 
this might be done at the Clean Up Day (see 10/19.1 above). 
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Graham Darrah has inspected the trees.  No urgent work is required but there are some 
limbs which he would prefer to see removed.  He will prepare a report for Middleton Estate 
and seek their permission to do the work when resources permit.    Action GD 

10/20.7 Stream 

Phil Harris and Jeremy Barber had cleared blockages behind Little Beck on various occasions 
since the previous meeting. 

Jeff Smith will cut the weed just downstream of the bridge by Stream Stores as the water is 
starting to back up. 

Phil Harris reported that the small cress bed had been owned by Vitacress but had just been 
sold to Ricky Bourne and Geoff Hayes, owners of adjoining properties. 

10/20.8 Ordnance Survey Maps 

A licence will be needed as a map is to be included in the new edition of the village handbook.  
          Action JB 

10/21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Village Inspection.  Monday 7 June.  6.30 start suggested.  Mrs Clear gave her apologies. 

10/22 CLOSURE 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.14pm. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Open Spaces    

Estimated expenditure for year to 31 March 2011 
    

 Est 
Sub 
total Notes 

Annual expenditure    

Allotment rent 36  based on current year 

Ash Burn rest annual service 90  based on current year 

Cemetery grass and hedge 1500  based on quote 

cemetery rates 75  based on current year 72.15 

Clean up day refreshments 150  based on current year 122 

CPRE and HPFA membership and add OSS 70  Current year 49 add OSS 

Mole control 550  Based on quote 

Equipment maintenance and spares 100  estimate 

Football field aerate 200  Last cost 210 in March 09 

Football field grass 615  Based on quote 

Football field rent 50  based on current year 

Football field line marking stuff 70  Cost of one tub 

North Acre street light 66  New PFI contract 

Playground grass 420  based on quote 

Playground safety inspection 80  based on current year 75 

Pocket nature reserve 500  
verbal estimate from Paul Knipe 
routine 300 trees 200 

Rabbit control 100  (not done this year so far) 
Tree work  1000  based on tree warden's estimate 

Village green grass 240  Based on quote but may not be 
needed 

Ordnance Survey licence 50   

Village Hall car park grass 210  Based on quote 

Village Hall car park lights 55  based on current year 

War memorial annual service 200  verbal estimate by Mr Cullen 

  6427  

Other maintenance with longer interval    

Repair football field fence 50  estimate 

Repair lifting safety surface in playground 500  estimate 

Repair swing seats in playground 100  estimate 

Playground gate 500  done 

War memorial extra expenditure 500  verbal estimate by Mr Cullen 

  1650  

Capital expenditure    

Bench at Cleeves 500  (net of 50% grant from TVBC) 

Playground equipment? 0   

  500  

    

Transfer to reserve 500 500  

    

Total  9041  
 


