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LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 14 April 2011 
in the Community Hall at 6PM 

 
Present: 
 
Christopher Duxbury [PC Chairman], Phil Harris [Chair of Planning], Jeremy Barber, Jonathan 
Frere, Karen Marie Dinesen 
 
In Attendance:  
 
Scott Ferguson – AEE Renewables plc 
 
Introduction: 

 
CD welcomed Scott Ferguson and introduced the meeting, which had two purposes: 
 

• To consider application 11/00430/FULLN - Solar Farm at Owls Lodge Farm, 
comprising the erection of solar arrays, inverter stations, associated equipment, fencing 
and continued use of remaining land for agricultural purposes. 
 

• To discuss the possibilities for ‘community benefit’, which had been raised during the 
exhibition and presentation 14 March. It was agreed to deal with this aspect first. 

 
Community Benefit: 

 
JF said that the possibility of the company making a voluntary contribution for the benefit of the 
community had been raised at the meeting and presentation on 14 Mar 11; and SF confirmed 
that his company was prepared to enter into a separate agreement with the Parish Council 
covering this. It was agreed that the PC would prefer to see an arrangement whereby the 
company provided or contributed to the provision of photo voltaic generation for the village hall 
project; and then paid an annual sum to the PC, to be used for the benefit of the village as a 
whole. 

 
Following further discussion, SF proposed the following [subject to planning consent and the 
project proceeding with the current level of guaranteed feed-in tariff], which was agreed by the 
Committee: 
 

• A sum of £20K towards the village hall project, with the primary aim of providing photo 
voltaic generation.  

 

• An annual, index linked, sum of £1500 per megawatt [£7500 total], from the date the site 
is operational for the 25 year duration of the concession. 

 

• Advice to the PC as to how the village might benefit from this renewable energy project, 
and, in particular, on exploring the possibility of establishing a local consortium for the 
purchase of electricity from the solar farm. 
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SF agreed to confirm the details in an email after the meeting, leading to a unilateral 
undertaking agreement, for which it is understood there is a standard format. 

 
Planning Application: 

 
PH summarised the application and, during discussion, it was established that the proposed site 
was 11 hectares; 5 megawatts was the planned maximum output; and construction would take 
circa 12 weeks.  
 
SF agreed to: 
 

• Consider a brown security fence instead of a green one, to better blend with the 
landscape. 

 

• Manage the solar farm access to minimise HGV traffic on Southside Hill, particularly 
during construction; This will include possible alternative entry/exit points. 
 

• Ensure HGV drivers avoid using Longparish village as a short cut. 
 

The Committee welcomed this renewable energy initiative and determined to raise ‘No 
Objection’. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.10pm. 
 
 
 
CJD 


