Longparish
Parish Council

Planning for a thriving community
www.longparish.org.uk

www.longparish.org.uk

page 1

Summary of Key Proposals

Longparish Parish Plan

CONTENTS

Page

Summary of Key Proposals ................................................................... 4
Background to the Parish Plan.............................................................. 5
Introduction to Longparish ................................................................... 8
The Proposals:........................................................................................ 13
Community .................................................................................. 14
Housing and sustainable development ................................... 20
Village environment.................................................................... 24
Road safety ................................................................................... 27
Transport....................................................................................... 30
Conclusion and Acknowledgements ................................................. 32
Appendix 1 – The consultation process and statistics ..................... 33
Appendix 2 – The Parish Plan Steering Group and other contacts .. 35

page 2

www.longparish.org.uk

Background to Parish Plan

From the Chairman of the Parish Council
I am delighted to introduce this first
Parish Plan for our community. It
is an important milestone for us in
shaping our future. We are justifiably
proud of our parish and the plan will
help us preserve and improve our
facilities and the activities that bring
life to them.

Introduction to Longparish

It has taken a long while to prepare
because of the time needed for wide
consultation. A great deal of effort has gone into preparing the plan.
It has stimulated discussion and involvement from all sections of our
community. We owe our thanks to the steering group, everyone who
has contributed and the agencies who have supported the work. All the
proposals are validated by evidence and over 500 of our 700 residents
have contributed their views.

The proposals by subject area

The plan includes actions we can take as individuals and actions we
can take together. Some we can do quickly and others will take more
time. All of them are achievable. They will help ensure that we keep
and improve the activities and amenities which make Longparish such
a good place to live.
The Parish Council adopted the plan in May 2005. I urge everyone in
our village to help put it into action.

Photo reproduced by permission of the Andover Advertiser

www.longparish.org.uk
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Conclusion and Acknowledgements

Jeremy Barber

Summary of Key Proposals
Establish a Community Association to provide support services to individuals and
organisations within Longparish, for instance:
•

To be a source of information and an active communicator about resources, services and
activities of value to people in the village

•

To help co-ordinate activities involving more than one organisation

•

To help match volunteers to needs within the village (eg. co-ordinating a pool of volunteer
drivers to take older people to doctor’s appointments)

•

To provide information about, and encourage the use and protection of, our footpath
network and public open spaces such as the nature reserve, play-park and football field.

Set up a Youth Group and a programme of activities for young people
Work to achieve village support for some small, mixed housing development to provide
affordable accommodation and small houses that might meet the needs of young people,
families and older villagers wishing to move to a smaller more manageable home.
• The next step will be a Housing Needs Survey and there will be further consultation with

the village should the need be confirmed.

Actively support and encourage the long-term success of our existing facilities, particularly
the school, play group, shop and post office
Actively support the proposals in the School Travel Plan including improving the safety of
the stretch of road between the village hall and the school by:
• A pavement joining the village hall car park to the school
• Α 20mph school zone speed limit
• School flashing warning signs

Continue to liaise with local businesses to reduce the problems with large lorries getting lost
or driving too fast through the village
Work with the relevant authorities to improve safety in all
parts of the village by:
• Enforcement of the existing speed limit
• Extension of the speed limited areas, particularly

Forton to The Middleway and Southside Hill to The
Common

• Exploration of traffic calming measures

Explore the possibility of creating an all-weather surface for the footpath from North Acre,
past the football pitch to the village hall
Work with relevant groups and individuals in the village to protect the beauty and rural nature
of Longparish whilst responding to the changing needs of the village community over time
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Developing the Plan has taken a long time.
The first exhibition was in December 2002
and a Steering Group was formed shortly
afterwards of people who were interested in
helping lead the process. We have consulted
widely within the village, with exhibitions,
discussion groups and a questionnaire. For
details of the comprehensive consultation
process please see Appendix 1.

We have kept people updated with articles in
our Parish magazine and the results of every
consultation event are on the website. We
estimate that about 500 of the 700 people who
Parish Plans are a Government-supported
live in Longparish have given their views and
initiative (through the Countryside Agency’s
been involved in the development of the Plan.
Vital Villages campaign) aiming to give
those living in villages a way of deciding for
themselves how they would like their village The work was funded by the Countryside
to develop. The Parish Council is kept busy Agency, TVBC and Longparish Parish
with day-to-day issues and its statutory Council, and everyone involved has given
responsibilities, so doesn’t always have time their enthusiasm, time and expertise for free.
to think about the longer term. The Plan gives Longparish Parish Council has endorsed the
the whole community an opportunity to plan Plan and will provide some of the funding for
the proposals.
for the future.
Consultation:

www.longparish.org.uk

Exhibition in the village hall
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Background to Parish Plan

The original idea behind a Parish Plan for
Longparish emerged from the work done to
produce our Village Design Statement (VDS).
Discussions within the community then
ranged far beyond design – people wanted
to talk about the future development of the
village. There was a recognition that, unless
we did something active to plan for the future
of Longparish, we might drift into a situation
that nobody really wants – perhaps losing our
treasured facilities and amenities or becoming
a village full of chocolate box weekend
cottages.

Summary of Key Proposals

Background to the Parish Plan

Key feedback from the consultation
People love living in Longparish and there is far more right with the village than wrong. We
therefore need to protect and maintain the good things, whilst attempting to address areas that
need improvement.
The key things we need to protect and
maintain

Key things we would like to improve

The beauty of the village environment

Traffic – this was the major area for
improvement

• The rural characteristics

• Speed

• Lack of environmental pollution

• Heavy lorries

• Open spaces

• Volume of traffic

• The river
• Our access to the environment via the
footpath network
The dynamics of the community
• A mixed population with all age
groups represented

Lack of affordable housing
• Especially young people being forced to
move out of the village because of high
prices
Community and social support
• Greater support for the elderly

• Very low levels of crime

• More organised activities for children
and young people

Our existing facilities
• The shop, post office & school are
fundamental to village life

Reducing litter & dog mess

• The pubs, playgroup, play park,
community hall & church are very
important
Our other amenities and activities add to
our enjoyment of the village

The full results
To save cost and reduce the number of trees
sacrificed to the production of our Parish
Plan, we have decided not to print all the
results of our extensive consultations in this
document, but to concentrate on actions to
be taken in response to the findings. The
full results are available on the website
www.longparish.org.uk or from members of
the Steering Group. [See Appendix 2]

not addressed matters such as wrap-around
child care as that will be developed by the
school. We recognise that the existing village
hall is not up to modern standards, but a new
community hall is currently being built at the
school and decisions about the future of the
village hall can be deferred until we see how
use of the facilities develops.

The proposals
The proposals in this plan recognise that some
issues are easier to address than others and
there are potential conflicts and trade-offs
between different actions. They do not seek to
address issues that are already clearly being
well handled already – for instance the school
and playgroup have plans in place for their
future development so the Parish Plan has
page 6
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The village hall

Some aspects of the Plan will require funding.
The Parish Plan Steering Group believe that We have identified several potential sources of
all the proposals in this Plan are achievable funding and will be working to find others.
and realistic, although some are clearly
more complex and longer term than others. We would also love to hear from anyone
Volunteers from the group are prepared to prepared to help us with any of the proposals
lead the necessary activities, working together in the Plan – please get in touch with anyone on
with the Parish Council, other groups and the Parish Plan Steering Group [see Appendix 2
individuals within the village to get things for contact details].
done.
Times change
Achieving the Plan

Volunteers installing kissing gate

We recognise that the world does not stand
still and nor do the population and needs
of the village. Some elements of this Parish
Plan will inevitably go out of date or will be
overtaken by events.
The Parish Council has endorsed the Plan and
will monitor and respond to any significant
developments, assisted as necessary by
members of the Parish Plan team.
In the longer term, we anticipate that the
creation of a Community Association for
Longparish will provide another means of
responding to the changing needs of the
village community.
Successes along the way
During the time it has taken us to produce this
plan there have been a number of areas where
we’ve already made progress on issues raised
during the consultation process. Quick wins
have included:
• Successfully

campaigning
Broadband in Longparish.

to

enable

• Putting up notice-boards in all the bus

shelters to improve communication.

• The process for welcoming new villagers

into our community.

The Parish Plan group have contributed to
the architect’s plans for the new school and
community hall to help ensure that it will be
attractive and valuable as a facility for the
whole village.
We have also recently heard that Hampshire
Highways have decided to put the installation
of a pavement from the village hall car park
round to the school into their plans and
budget for 2005-06.
www.longparish.org.uk
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Background to Parish Plan

The detailed action plans to support the
proposals will be living documents that evolve
as we move forward, so we will publish them
on our website www.longparish.org.uk rather
than in this document. If you would like a hard
copy, please contact a member of the Steering
Group.

Introduction to Longparish

There are three road crossings of the Test which
take you from Nuns’ Walk to the main village
street: at Upper Mill bridge in East Aston, at
Location and landscape
Swan bridge by Lower Mill in West Aston and
Longparish is a linear village in a parish of
at Southside, Middle and Blacksmiths bridges
just over 2,000 hectares beside the clear waters
on Southside Road.
of the famous river Test, about 5 miles east of
The A303 near Longparish
Andover. Here the valley of the Test is over
half a mile wide and the river is braided,
running in several streams, fed by springs
and small rivulets. Most of the village is on
the west side of the river amid the small, flat
grazing fields of the valley floor. On either side
of the valley are low ridges about 80 metres
high, fairly continuous and open on the south
side and more broken to the north and west,
where the village is bounded by Harewood
Forest. On the sloping sides of the valley
arable crops are grown in large fields, enclosed
by hedges. From the ridges, little can be seen
of the village, which is lost in trees. Looking
out from the village, views are bounded by the
ridges, where not hidden by trees.
History
Longparish evolved from four historical
settlements: Forton, Middleton, West Aston
and East Aston. In the Domesday Book only
“Middeltune” is mentioned, but there are
references to the other settlements in medieval
documents such as the cartulary of Wherwell
Abbey which owned all the village until Henry
VIII dissolved the Abbey in 1536. The church,
which is a grade 1 listed building, was built
in Middleton in the early 13th century and
the tower added in the first half of the 16th
century. The name “Longparish” was not
widely used to cover all these settlements
until the middle of the 16th century, but it is
appropriate since the village is over 3 miles
long by road. The hamlets are still distinct,
Access
separated by important open spaces which
The village is on the winding B3048 between should be preserved to maintain the character
Hurstbourne Priors and Wherwell.
The of the village.
main access from the east is from the B3400
Whitchurch - Andover road and from the For most of its history the economy of the
west from the A303. One can also approach village has been based on farming, fishing
it from the A34 along the C165, Nuns’ Walk, and milling. Two mills were mentioned in
which runs on the opposite side of the valley the Domesday Book and today Upper Mill
to the B3048, and from the A303 by the C87 has been restored and part of another mill
over Southside Hill, which provides one of the survives in Lower Mill House. Until the 1940s
most evocative views of the village. Another the majority of villagers were employed in
approach to the village and one of the most the village, either on the many farms or by
attractive is from the B3400 by the C87, the the large estates of Middleton or Longparish
House or as craftsmen.
Middleway, through Harewood Forest.
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The railway came to Longparish in the 1880s,
with one line running through the Forest to
Longparish Station on the west side of the village
and another along the chalk slope on the other
side of the valley. Both were dismantled by the
mid-1960s but the embankments, cuttings and
bridges are still visible. During the First World
War, an industrial estate was started near the
station with a gunpowder factory at the edge of
Harewood Forest. In the Second World War the
railway was used to support munitions storage
in Harewood Forest.

provide some jobs. A turbine barn in Forton
has been converted to office space. The leisure
activities of fishing and shooting provide some
opportunities. There are trout rearing ponds
and fishing lake at Mill Lane, and trout and
coarse fishing lakes at Vale Farm.
Longparish’s location and its excellent road
and transport connections have helped its
transition to a dormitory community with
the majority of the working population in
the village commuting elsewhere to work,
although a recent trend is for more people to
work from home for at least part of the week.

The village’s association with the military
continued with the establishment of an army Population
camp at the top of Southside Hill. The camp
was demolished in 1985, but the land is still From a peak of 875 residents in the mid-18th
century, the population had fallen in 1911 to
regularly used for training exercises.
729. By the 2001 census, the population had
fallen further to 703.
Employment in the village
The environment

Longparish is loved by its residents for the
beauty of its countryside which is protected
by several statutory and local designations.
It lies in the valley of the River Test which
was made an Environmentally Sensitive Area
in 1990. DEFRA gives grants to landowners
and farmers if they agree to manage their land
in a way that is sympathetic to the natural
environment. The Cleeves was designated

www.longparish.org.uk

Church Farm Field by Alix Baker
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Opportunities for employment in the village
are now limited. Over time, the mechanisation
of farming has reduced jobs; many of the farms
have been amalgamated, and the cottages
sold. There are still three farms and a working
piggery and chicken farm near the old station at
Harewood. Watercress beds are also a feature
of the Test Valley, and Longparish has organic
beds still being worked in the village. Two
public houses, the village shop and Harewood
Industrial Estate, where additional units and a
waste transfer station have been recently added,

subject to approval by English Nature as well
as normal planning controls. The Valley of
the River Test including Harewood Forest is
a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation
defined by Hampshire County Council,
which makes grants available for schemes
which enhance wildlife conservation, or the
visual or historic aspects of woodland, such
as coppicing.
Longparish Conservation Area

Riverside garden

by English Nature as a Site of Special
Scientific Interest in 1987 and the River Test
itself became an SSSI in 1997. Landowners
are encouraged to enter into management
agreements with English Nature and may not
carry out operations which would damage
the plants or wildlife the notification was
designed to protect. Also any development is

Most of the village was designated a
Conservation Area in 1983, and it contains
about 80 listed buildings or monuments. The
Conservation Area includes nearly all the areas
of the village which contain old buildings,
but excludes Southside Road and Mill Lane
beyond the river and North Acre. The Draft
Borough Local Plan of 2005 designates the
existing open areas in the village as important
open spaces where development will not be
allowed, and certain trees and woodland are
also listed as important for the character of the
village.
Facilities, organisations and amenities
We have a wealth of resources in our village.
Details are on the website and in the Village
Handbook and the annual directory. We are
sure we’ve missed some of them out, but they
include:
North Acre

Aerial photo generously supplied by W/O Steve Prendargast, Chief Photographer at Middle Wallop
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Facilities, organisations and amenities

Facilities, organisations and amenities

• Primary school (CE Aided) with new
classrooms, hall and music room.
• Playgroup with new premises.
• Church – we are lucky to have our
own parish priest, flower arrangers,
bell-ringers, Alpha course and
Scramblers for young children.
• Acre Stores – shop, newsagent, lottery,
off-licence, post office, dry cleaning, film
development, cash point.
• Village hall and a new community hall
under construction.
• Two pubs – The Plough and The
Cricketers.

• Parish Council.
• Parochial Church Council.
• Cricket Club (with two senior teams,
colts and coaching).
• Fete Committee.
• Friends of Longparish School – a very
active support group for the school,
playgroup & parents and toddlers group,
which holds an annual May Fayre.
• Community Hall Management
Committee.
• Longparish Players.
• Reading Group.

• Phone boxes – one by the Rectory and
one at North Acre.
• 2 Bed & Breakfast establishments
– Forton House and Yew Cottage.
• Play park with equipment for young
children and a skate ramp.
• Allotments.

• St Nicholas Wives’ Group.
• Table tennis and short tennis.
• Parent and Toddler Group.
• Village Hall Committee.
• Deliveries – meat, milk, groceries,
prescriptions, newspapers, fruit and
vegetables, ice cream…….
• Daily bus services and bus shelters by
Yew Cottage, opposite The Plough and at
the end of Forton.
• Parish magazine – Hill and Valley.

• Cricket field and pavilion run by
Longparish Cricket Club.

• Parish, school and playgroup websites.
• Broadband.

• Football field and coaching for
children.

• Village Handbook and Directory.

• Cemetery – something only about one
in three villages has.

• Village Design Statement.

• Mobile library.

• Notice-boards in Forton, Middleton and
at the shop and three bus shelters.

• ‘Dial a Ride’ – minibus service to
Andover one morning a week for
those with mobility problems.

• Wide range of activities for children who
use the school.
• Around 20 miles of footpaths.

• Bungalows for elderly and disabled
people.

• Welcome programme for new villagers
and an annual welcome event.

• Activities and functions at the pubs.

• Some beautiful gardens.

• Small nature reserve.

• Bridge club.

• Fishing lakes.

• Ballroom dancing.

Our greatest resource is undoubtedly all those people who are prepared to get involved and
help make Longparish a vibrant and interesting place to live.
www.longparish.org.uk
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• Post boxes in Forton, Middleton and
Larkwhistle, as well as the post office,
with daily collections (Sundays only at
the Post Office).

?

DID YOU KNOW?
What are the responsibilities of Longparish Parish Council?
It looks after the interests of the parish by doing what it is empowered to do, and
drawing other needs to the attention of the relevant authority, for instance, problems
with roads. It also responds to consultation from other authorities.

•

It looks after Parish property, which includes the bus shelters, Ashburn Rest, the
grindstone, the stocks, the Jubilee Seats (one by the church and one in Forton), the
memorial cross by the school, the parish notice boards.

•

It expresses its views on planning applications to District and County Planning
Committees. It is not able to make decisions on planning matters.

•

It administers the cemetery. It leases the Village Hall from the Church and delegates
the running of it to a management committee. The car park opposite is managed by
the Council by arrangement with Middleton Estate.

•

It is responsible for the children’s playground which it has leased from the Middleton
Estate since 1973.

•

It pays for a copy of Hill & Valley for every household in the village and sponsors the
village website

•

It leases the allotments from the Middleton Estate which are then run by the
Allotments Association.

•

It has areas of common land which it owns - the Common, off Southside Road
(which is maintained as a small nature reserve), the former sand and chalk pits by
Larkwhistle Farm and Vale Farm. East Aston Common, which is registered as Village
Green, is part of the Longparish Estate.

•

The football field behind the Plough belongs to the Middleton Estate, and the Parish
Council maintains it for the benefit of local players.

•

It is responsible for the rights of way with Hampshire County Council and with help
from the Hampshire Paths Partnership.

•

It appoints a bus representative and a tree warden

•

The Council charges Test Valley for the money it needs to carry out its responsibilities,
and this amount is shown on the Council Tax bill

Details of your parish councillors are on the village notice boards. All parishioners are
welcome at meetings.

QUOTE
“The pubs and the shop are good but they need local support to survive.”
“Excellent parish council – well done for all the work.”

‘

•

“We must protect Longparish as a village – not a small town. A careful balance must be struck.”
page 12
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The Proposals
Introduction
The next part of the plan describes the proposal, groups by subject
area. Each proposal comprises a number of sections to help you find
your way:
‘What you said’
This is where we try to reflect the results of the village-wide consultation.
The views expressed are those of the majority and, in general, these
were extremely clear. Results of all our consultations are available on
the website www.longparish.org.uk or from members of the Parish Plan
Steering Group [see Appendix 2].
‘What else is important’
Here we mention other important pieces of information that we have
taken into consideration as we drew up the proposals.
‘What we propose to do’
Here we explain the actions we propose to take to either protect the
things the community says are important, or to make improvements.
These actions will be led by members of the Parish Plan Steering Group
working with other groups or individuals in the village or elsewhere as
required.

The Proposals

‘What we can do as individuals’
Here we try to give ideas about how each of us as individuals may be
able to help in achieving the proposals.
‘What we can do as a village’
Suggests ways that village organisations, formal or informal, may be
able to help and support activities.
‘What we can do with help from outside the village’
Notes where we clearly require external assistance. The vast majority of
activities require no outside assistance.

www.longparish.org.uk
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Community
What you said:
Having a facility such as the village hall
for village community events is extremely
important. Having social events organised
is a ‘nice to have’ rather than essential, but it
is good to have occasional events such as the
Jubilee Party and the Gardens Festival because
they bring the village together and encourage
community spirit.

some people are simply not aware of services
and facilities that already exist for the use of
people in the village. In many cases this is
simply a communication issue.
A new community hall is being built as part of
the school improvements. Active management
will be required to ensure maximum
community use whilst respecting the needs
of the school. A Management Committee
representing all the main elements of the
community has recently been established.

There is a real need for some organised
activities for young people and we would
like to see greater support for the elderly. In
addition, a significant number of villagers
work from home and would like to see some
form of support network for home-workers.

Outside the village shop

Many members of the community are willing
to volunteer to help with activities in the
village, but only have limited time available.
Volunteering often seems to mean making a
bigger commitment of time than many people
can manage.
Acre Stores is very important for social reasons
as well as the retail facilities it offers. Hill and
Valley, the shop and friends are the major means
by which you find out what’s going on in the
village, although modern communications
mean that broadband access and having our
own website will be increasingly important.
What else is important:
We have an active Parish Council, a Village
Hall Committee, and many individuals and
groups who already organise leisure and other
activities within the village. Others are willing
to organise events/activities, but often don’t
feel they know where to start with things like
venues, insurance, a bank account or getting
grants for equipment etc. It is also clear that
Football coaching

The existing village hall requires considerable
investment to bring it up to modern standards.
Decisions will need to be taken in the next few
years about the future of the hall, but this will
only happen:
• when we have experience of how the
new community hall is working in
practice.
• with the needs of the whole village
community, and all potential facilities,
taken into account.
The Parish Council, the church, the school
and the Village Hall and Community Hall
Committees are very much aware of the issues
and we will continue to work with them
to help optimise the availability of the new
facilities to all the user groups.
Our consultations have confirmed that the
shop is of vital importance to our village. You
have highlighted that this importance is not
simply as a place to buy provisions but also as
a focal point within the village for information
and chat. There is universal agreement that we
must support the shop and do all we can to help
it continue to thrive in the future. The Parish

page 14
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Plan Committee has spoken to Pat and Ann
Burke about our findings. They are grateful for
our interest and pleased that the village values
the service they provide so highly but they do
not feel that the time is yet right for any further
discussions about how the shop will continue

in the future. However, they have assured us
that, when the time comes, they will do all they
can to ensure that this vital amenity is not lost
to the village. For our part we have offered our
help and full support whenever it might be
needed.
Fire brigade visit the school

Elderly and disabled people in the village and their carers, can call on Andover Neighbourcare for help with cleaning or gardening. Carers can also ask for someone to come
and stay in the house for a few hours so that they can have some time on their own to
go shopping etc.
Andover Neighbourcare – 01264 336020
Andover & District Carers Forum offers support and information for carers & the
cared for.
Contact Dawn Elson on 01264 362600
Test Valley Community Services offers advice and help to community groups,
including help with training and recruitment of volunteers
Contact Greg Alexander on 01264 362600
www.longparish.org.uk
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Community

?

DID YOU KNOW?

!

What we propose:

Establish a Community Association to provide support to individuals and organisations
within Longparish which existing bodies such as the Parish Council may be unable, for
various reasons, to provide. For instance:
• Groups within the village can be affiliated to the Community Association which could
handle some of the bureaucracy associated with many activities.
• As a recognised official body it could hold a bank account; get insurance; support
grant applications.
• Having a Community Association would allow us to more easily set up and manage
a Youth Group and a programme of activities for young people.
• Be a source of information and an active communicator about resources, services and
activities of value to people in the village.
• Help co-ordinate activities involving more than one organisation.
• Help match volunteers to needs within the village (e.g. co-ordinating a pool of
volunteer drivers to take older people to doctor’s appointments).
• Provide information about and encourage the use and protection of our footpath
network and public open spaces such as the nature reserve, play park and football
field.
• Be able to organise occasional community events like the Jubilee party.
• The Community Association should evolve and develop over time so that it remains
responsive to the changing needs of the community.
Establish a Youth Group
• A Youth Group would provide a meeting place, activities, information and support for
young people in the village.
• Before setting up any specific scheme it will be important to involve the young people
to ensure that facilities and activities were appropriate.
• There is more information in the action plan on the website, but very briefly:
• We would recommend starting in a low-key fashion, say meeting once a month,
though this could be built up over time if demand and volunteers were adequate.
• A lot of external help is available including funding, advice and activities.

QUOTE
“A tea/coffee shop with cakes would be a nice addition – a good meeting place.”
“We need a bit more for the young folks to do - bring back the youth club.”
“We’re fortunate to live in Longparish – it’s a beautiful and happy place to live and bring up
children.”
page 16
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‘

• A core group of about 6 adult volunteers would be needed.

What we can do as individuals
• Turn out and support events in the
village.
• Volunteer to be part of the Community
Association.
• Use the Community Association to help
you organise activities and events in the
village.
• Volunteer for activities being
ordinated by the Association.

co-

• Encourage co-operation between the
existing organisations in the village to
ensure that the Community Association
adds value rather than duplicates effort.
What we can do with help from outside the
village
• Draw on specialist expertise, resources
and facilities to support the Youth Group
or other groups and activities.
• Access grant funding.

• Volunteer to help with the Youth Group.

Action Plans

• Support the shop and post office and the
other amenities in the village.

The actions necessary to deliver these
proposals will be co-ordinated and
monitored by Fiona Gould. For further
details please see www.longparish.org.uk
or contact Fiona directly.

What we can do as a village
• Support the Community Association.

Golden Jubilee celebaration at the cricket ground

Community

www.longparish.org.uk
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Housing and sustainable
development
We recognise that any proposals about building
houses in the village will be, understandably,
a sensitive subject. The logic behind our
proposal to gain support for a small mixed
development to provide affordable housing is
given below. We intend to actively encourage
debate in the village on this subject in the
coming months.
What you said:

Little Newton

House prices both to buy and to rent in
Longparish are extremely high and people
who have strong village connections are being
forced to leave the village through lack of
affordable housing. This means in particular
that young people who want to stay in the
village when they leave home, can’t afford to.

Longparish to become a dormitory village
purely for wealthy commuters, nor for it to
become dominated by houses used only at
weekends.

There is widespread support for a Housing
Needs Survey to be conducted, but whatever
results, the rural nature and beauty of the
There is a disproportionate number of large village and its open spaces should be protected
family homes in Longparish whilst we do not as should the shop, school, playgroup and
have enough small family/starter homes or pubs which you very much value.
accommodation for young, single people in
the village. People who wish to trade down What else is important?
after their family has left home also have
Although the population of Longparish has
difficulty finding a suitable smaller property.
been relatively stable for most of the last
It is important that we have a balanced century, it has started to decline in recent
community in terms of age (children, young years and Test Valley Borough Council
people through to the elderly) and socio- predict that it will continue to fall, reaching
economic background. We do not want 655 by 2011.
Acre Stores - our vital village shop
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The average size of households in the UK
dropped from 2.86 people in 1971 to 2.4 people
in 1996 and is projected to continue to fall,
reaching 2.15 people per household by 2021.
In Longparish, we have about 700 people in
about 300 houses, and a population density of
2.33 per property. If our density drops to the
predicted national average of 2.15, without
building more properties our population will
drop to 645. To maintain a population of 700,
we would need to build 25 more homes in the
village before 2021.
Longparish is one of the smallest villages in
the Test Valley to have all the facilities (shop,
pub, church, hall and bus service) which the
Borough Council considers essential for a
village to be ‘sustainable’. These facilities
need users to keep them viable. These and
the other facilities we have are part of what
makes Longparish such a good place to live.
We have lost two shops in the last 20 years
and the number on the school roll dropped
dangerously low in the late 1980s. As the size
of households gets smaller and if the number
of second homes increases, our village will
become less able to sustain these facilities. A
small increase in the number of houses in the
village would help prevent their loss.
Our stock of rented properties was reduced
by the ‘right to buy’ scheme and Testway
Housing have waiting lists for their rented
properties in Longparish.

People in the village, unable to afford to move
to larger properties in the village because of
the house prices, have tended to extend their
houses. This means that Longparish has in
effect lost the first few rungs on the housing
ladder – we now have very few small houses
and the balance of our housing stock has
changed towards a higher proportion of large
family homes.
The Parish Council has done two housing
needs surveys in the last 10 years. Both
have demonstrated a need for affordable
housing. However, Housing Associations
have not been able to find suitable sites in
the village which the landowners concerned
have been willing to release.
Current planning policy for housing in
Longparish is infilling. That is to say one
house only in a gap between two houses.
There is little or no scope for more infilling in
the village. So without a change in policy the
housing needs of our population cannot be
met. Other villages have the same problem.
TVBC are developing a new policy to meet the
needs of villages while ensuring that they do
not have unwanted development. This change
is supported by our Parish Council and was
unanimously supported by the Test Valley
Association of Parish Councils.
Longparish Garden Festival - gardens at North Acre

Housing & sustainable development
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The age profile of the village from the last
census (which is the most accurate and up
to date data we have available) shows that
we have a higher than average proportion
of adults in the 45-74 year age range, but

far fewer 16-29 years olds than the average
for Hampshire. Unless we can address the
dearth of young adults in the village, we risk
becoming a retirement community rather than
a thriving, sustainable village.

Age Profile in Longparish Census 2001

!

What we propose

• To work to achieve village support for some small, mixed housing development
to provide affordable accommodation and small houses that might meet the
needs of young people, families and older villagers wishing to move to a smaller
more manageable home.

‘

• To encourage a landowner to provide a site, such a development might include
some commercial housing.

QUOTE
“There’s a need for affordable housing but sensitively placed – no ghettos.”
“We need affordable housing to keep a good social and age mix in the village which will enable
us to keep our current facilities.”
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We see this proposal providing two major
benefits for the village:
Firstly such a scheme would responsibly
provide affordable housing within the village.
Such schemes can include both a rented
element and a shared ownership element
within an overall Housing Association
managed scheme. It could also include small
owner-occupier houses that might meet the
needs of older villagers looking to trade down
to smaller more manageable homes. Typically
the take-up of such houses is very broadly
based though they are particularly attractive
to young couples.

the significant landowners in the village and
established that there are landowners who
are prepared to consider releasing land for a
mixed development.
Longparish Station

Secondly, minor development would make it
more likely that we could sustain our existing
population and facilities. Many of the facilities
in the village that we most value rely on people
as customers or users of the facility. Whilst
Longparish welcomes visitors, the hard core of
users needs to come from the village to secure
the sustainability of these facilities.

?

DID YOU KNOW?

Our freedom to act as a village community in the area of housing is heavily constrained by policy
created by various levels of Government. However there is the beginning of a small shift that
gives greater recognition in the decision making process to local views expressed for example
through documents such as Parish Plans.

The current planning policy heavily restricts new building in Longparish as part of an overriding
national policy of limiting development in the countryside and the rural character of our village
relies upon this protection. However there is a growing recognition at all tiers of Government that
villages such as ours should have more influence upon shaping their future and that the issue of
sustainability of thriving village communities is a priority in planning policy development.
The new draft Test Valley Local Plan which is at an advanced stage of consultation, includes a
small policy amendment that, if retained, could provide some additional flexibility for limited
development in villages provided such a development includes an affordable housing element.
The new Local Plan will be published in April 2006.
Action Plans
The actions necessary to deliver these proposals will be co-ordinated and monitored by Mike
Johnson. For further details please see www.longparish.org.uk or contact Mike directly.
www.longparish.org.uk
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Where such a development might be situated
will depend on a mixture of factors including
land availability and the views of the planners
and will be influenced by the views of
the village. In order not to increase traffic
problems we consider that any development
The next step in the process will be a Housing should be within walking distance of facilities
Needs Survey to establish how many people in Middleton or North Acre; and to preserve
in, or with connections to the village, will be the village scene, it should not fill important
needing homes. Test Valley Borough Council gaps along the B3048.
have agreed to conduct this, working with
Longparish Parish Council.
We propose to use the coming months, to open
Assuming the needs we have so far identified a debate and discussion in the village about
are confirmed, we would then have to find these longer term ideas. This could include
a suitable site or sites and find a landowner views on location, size and mix of housing
willing to provide the land. As part of our stock as well as thoughts on the criteria for
consultation process we have talked to all of eligibility for the affordable homes.

Village environment
What you said:
Longparish is a beautiful village and it is
very important to protect this environment
- especially the open spaces between houses
and between the settlements - the river and
the wildlife, which contribute to making
Longparish such a pleasant place to live.
Moreover, Longparish is a rural village and the
rural characteristics should not be damaged or
the village made more ‘urban’. Already noise
from the A303 and A34 has a negative impact
on certain parts of the village.

maintained gardens within its boundaries.
Longparish already has a Village Design
Statement (VDS) to help those wishing to
make changes to their houses and gardens
keep them within the character of the village.
The VDS has been adopted as Supplementary
Planning Guidance and as such will guide the
decisions of both Longparish Parish Council
and Test Valley Borough Council when they
deal with planning applications.
Much of the land around Longparish is
privately owned and commercially run and
there are laws against trespassing on private
land. Walking where there is not a public
footpath or letting dogs run out of control,
can disturb wild animals and birds, game
and fish which are essential to the livelihood
of local businesses. The new ‘right to roam’
does not apply to any farmland or woodland
in Longparish.

Longparish has a cricket field and thatched
pavilion in the middle of the village, courtesy
of Middleton Estate. Longparish Cricket
Club currently has 2 senior teams and colts
sessions, with coaching. The Parish Council
The quality and maintenance of the footpath has recently taken on responsibility for the
network around the village are important to football field and action is being taken to
our enjoyment of the local landscape. We control the mole and rabbit problem. Weekly
value the access to the countryside which our football coaching for young people started in
many miles of footpaths provide although summer 2004 and is proving very popular.
many people would like to be able to walk
Christmas Tree Field
alongside more of the river – unfortunately
the banks are almost entirely privately owned.
Not everyone is aware of all the footpaths or of
the existence of some of the public open spaces
in the village.
There was an interest in seeing the football
pitch improved and used more, particularly
for organised games for the young people of
the village (these comments were made before
the football for young people on Saturdays
started). Some younger children and their
parents said they sometimes felt intimidated
by older children in the Play and Skateboard
park and many would like to see litter and dog
fouling reduced on footpaths and other public
areas.
What else is important:
Although much of the attractiveness
of Longparish is a result of its natural
environment, its appeal is enhanced by
the many attractive houses and beautifully
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What we propose:

• To promote awareness within the village and encourage the responsible enjoyment of
our footpath network and public open spaces by both children and adults.
• To facilitate and encourage individuals to get involved in the protection and
maintenance of the village environment.
• Through the proposed Community Association and Youth Group, and by supporting
existing groups such as the Cricket Club and football coaching:
• To encourage greater integration of different age and ability groups using the
facilities.
• To respond to potential demand for other activities, such as skateboarding coaching,
that would enhance the use of the facilities.
• To establish an “adopt a footpath” scheme, modelled on our successful “adopt a road”
scheme, where volunteers agree to keep a stretch of path free from obstructions and
litter.

• Ensure we are not responsible for
dropping litter or allowing dog
fouling.
• If we see litter when out walking, pick it
up and put it in the nearest bin.
• Speak to other people who we see
dropping litter or allowing dog fouling.
• Report fly tipping or noise nuisance
immediately to the Environment and
Health Department of Test Valley
Borough Council on 01264 368000.

• Keep dogs under close control, and on a
short lead if instant obedience cannot be
relied upon.

• Volunteer to help maintain a stretch of
footpath, keeping it free from litter and
obstruction.
What we can do as a village
• Establish an “adopt a footpath” scheme.
• Improve the awareness within the village of
our public open spaces and footpaths by:
• Continuing to publish footpath
maps in the Handbook and on notice
boards.
• Providing routes of suggested circular
walks on Longparish web site and on
notice boards and in the pubs.
• Giving further publicity to developments
on The Common which is being actively
managed as a nature reserve.

QUOTE
“We live amongst beautiful, tranquil, inspiring countryside - it feels safe living here.”
“There’s litter every day around the skate ramp – why can’t they use the bins?”

www.longparish.org.uk
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Village environment

• Respect private land and the wild life of
the area and understand the concerns
of landowners who have to maintain
the river for commercial and sporting
activities.

• Make use of our footpath network and
inform the Parish Council if we come
across any problems.

‘

What we can do as individuals

?

DID YOU KNOW?

Footpaths are maintained by landowners and working parties of volunteers set up by the
Parish Council Footpath Committee, and supported by the Hampshire Paths Partnership. The
level of maintenance depends on usage and practicalities. Not all footpaths can be kept cut
and cleared and many can only be kept clear by regular usage. You will find more information
in the leaflets ‘The Countryside Code’ and ‘Finding Your Way’ [enclosed with the Plan].
Allowing your dog to foul a public place is an offence - this includes on footpaths, alongside
the highways and in other open spaces such as the football field. If a person in charge of a dog
does not clear up immediately after their dog they may be liable to a spot fine of £50. Please
wrap the dog mess in a plastic bag and dispose of in a nearby litter bin – you do not have to
use a specific dog waste bin.
Maintenance of motorways & trunk roads is the responsibility of the Highways Agency.
Resurfacing with a noise-suppressant surface is continuing on local trunk roads and between
April and September 2005 the areas to be resurfaced are: A34 Tufton to Whitchurch; A34
Bullington Cross to Firgo Farm area; A303 some parts near Barton Stacey; from A303 bridge
(A3093) to Picket Twenty. The policy is that all repairs and resurfacing will be done with
this surfacing but it is not clear how long it will be before the main stretch of A303 affecting
Longparish will be completed.

QUOTE
“We’ve got kind neighbours and a beautiful village – let’s keep it that way.”
“Not many people can look out of their window at work and see swans on the river, cattle
grazing, beautiful surroundings.”
Action Plans
The actions necessary to deliver these proposals will be co-ordinated and monitored by
David Wright. For further details please see www.longparish.org.uk or contact David
directly.
page 26

www.longparish.org.uk

‘

The Cleeves Towards Tufton by Paula Vize

Road safety

cause traffic problems. Large lorries often get
lost, and cause difficulties when they reverse
after getting directions, usually at the shop.

What you said:
Pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders feel
unsafe travelling on the roads through much
of Longparish. This is clearly an issue that the
majority of villagers feel very strongly about
- traffic needs to slow down and respect the
needs of other road users. There are a number
of blind spots that are particularly dangerous bends, corners and areas where parking means
the problems above are even more acute. In
particular, the bends between the village hall
and the school are seen as a real danger zone.
It is also recognised that particular types of
traffic - school runs, large lorries, coaches – can
make the problems worse.

The footpaths could provide a safe pedestrian
alternative to the road, but they are not always
suitable in bad weather, or for those with
children in buggies. “Suburban solutions”
like streetlights, speed-bumps and large scale
use of pavements are not in keeping with the
rural character of the village.
Dangerous bend on the B3048 by the school

However, we value the rural character of
the village, and this must be respected when
proposing traffic calming measures.
What else is important:
We already have a 30mph speed zone but it
does not apply to the whole of the village
and many of the village amenities (eg church,
village hall, school, shop, pubs) can put
demands on existing parking facilities, and
What we propose:

!

• Actively support the proposals in the School Travel Plan including improving the
safety of the stretch of road between the village hall and the school by:
• A pavement joining the village hall car park to the school.
• A 20mph school zone speed limit.
• Work with the relevant authorities to improve safety in other parts of the village by:
• Enforcement of the existing speed limit.
• Extension of the speed limited areas, particularly Forton to The Middleway and
Southside Hill to The Common.
• Exploration of traffic calming measures.
• Continue to liaise with local businesses to reduce the problems with large lorries getting
lost or driving too fast through the village.
• Explore the possibility of creating an all-weather surface for the footpath from North
Acre to Middleton, so that pedestrians do not have to walk on the road.
• Monitor the parking situation near the major facilities of the village - school, (especially
when the new community hall is completed), church, pubs, sports and recreation
areas, beauty spots, etc – and, if necessary, explore alternative or additional parking
arrangements.
www.longparish.org.uk
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• School flashing warning signs.

What we can do as individuals
• Walk sensibly - follow the Highway Code
where practicable, but cross roads to avoid
blind spots.
• Wear reflective clothing at night and
carry a torch.
• Ride bikes and horses safely, travelling in
single file.
• Use the footpaths and bridleways to
avoid the trouble spots and danger
zones.
• Keep dogs under control and clean up
mess on footpaths and roads.
• Keep hedges cut, and verges clear of
nettles and litter.
• When driving, remember that a 30mph
speed limit is a maximum, rather than a
target speed! There are many places in the
village where 30mph is too fast to be safe.

• Support Longparish School’s activities
resulting from the School Travel Plan,
especially as they involve improving the
safety of children getting to and from the
School.
• Improve communication to pedestrians
about the footpaths and walking
responsibly through the village with a
“Walk Wisely” campaign, using leaflets, the
Longparish website and organised walks
through the village to improve safety. Do
the same for a “Bike Safely” campaign.
• Produce leaflets for the road users, in
particular for companies regularly sending
lorries and other large vehicles through the
village, with maps and information about
parking and reversing places.
‘Walking bus’ to school

• When driving, take special care around
pedestrians, cyclists and riders.
• Support the Parish Council’s “adopt a road”
scheme, volunteering to keep verges clean
of litter, and ensuring that signs are clean
and visible.
• Volunteer to help maintain the village
footpath network.
Footpath 10, beautifully maintained by volunteers

What we can do with help from outside the
village
• We are working with Hampshire Highways
and Test Valley Borough Council Technical
Services on the speed limit extensions and
road safety and traffic calming proposals.
• This will include encouraging them to
keep road surfaces and edges in good
condition and refresh road markings as
required.
• We will work with Hampshire Police to get
better enforcement of the existing speed
limits.

What we can do as a village
• Maintain the existing footpath network and
explore the development of an all-weather
surface for the spinal path from North Acre
to Middleton.
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• Where proposals require funding, we will
work with the appropriate authorities or
potential funding bodies or organise fund
raising activities.

www.longparish.org.uk

?

DID YOU KNOW?

Parish lengthsmen used to be a familiar sight in rural Hampshire during the 1950s
and 1960s. They travelled their areas cleaning ditches, cleaning signs and carrying out
other small maintenance tasks. There has been a revival of the concept of lengthsman
as a local co-ordinator to channel information about routine works that are needed to
the local Highways office.
The parish lengthsman is Ricky Bourne. You may contact him on 720500 to report
problems with the village roads, or to volunteer to ‘adopt’ a length of road to keep it
free from litter.
The roads and verges are maintained by Hampshire Highways, an agency of the
County Council. You can contact them directly at: Hampshire County Council, Hampshire Highways West, Beech Hurst, Weyhill Road, Andover, SP10 3AY.
Tel. 01264 368679 e-mail: hampshirehighways.west@hants.gov.uk

Action Plans
The actions necessary to deliver these proposals will be co-ordinated and monitored by Catherine
Sweet. For further details please see www.longparish.org.uk or contact Catherine directly.
Families negotiating the bend between the village hall and the school

“We need safety for pedestrians but not street lights or excessive urban traffic calming.”

www.longparish.org.uk

‘

“School dropping off and collection times make that bit of road really dangerous .”
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QUOTE

Transport
What you said:
Although transport services to and from
the village were cited by many as needing
improvement, the number of people actually
inconvenienced by having limited or no access
to a car is much lower than we feared. Most
people have found ways round the lack of
public transport. Those without cars generally
said they preferred flexible alternatives that
allow them to complete journeys to their own

timetable, rather than being limited by a bus
timetable, but six respondents said that they
experienced daily problems with getting to
where they wanted to go. Getting to Whitchurch
seems to be the biggest problem, although
the timings of the bus services to Andover
cause some difficulties. Parking problems in
neighbouring train stations have increased.
What else is important:
The School Travel plan is addressing separately
transport to and from school.

What we propose:

!

• Publicise and encourage the use of existing transport services, both from the bus
companies and other specialist providers such as Neighbourcare.
• Improve the awareness of services that are, or can be, delivered to the village, such as
prescriptions, library, groceries.
• Encourage and facilitate car sharing locally.

“It’s difficult for the young people to be independent due to lack of public transport.”
“If I didn’t have access to a car, then there’s no real bus facility to get me into town.”
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QUOTE

What we can do as individuals
• Be willing to offer the occasional lift to
a neighbour in need of transport, for
example to a doctor’s appointment or
shopping.
• Actively seek to share cars when driving
to meetings, social functions, sporting
activities, etc. in the village.
Waiting for the bus to secondary school in Whitchurch

• Commuters can try to car share to work
places such as Andover, or to the railway
stations.
• Walk or cycle more - for health and
environmental benefits!
What we can do as a village
• Offer a “lift share” information bulletin
board on the website, with contact
numbers for those willing to share or
seeking a regular car share.
• Support the local bus representative and
provide data from our survey to assist in
lobbying the bus companies to provide
services that better reflect local needs,
especially with regard to timings of
buses.
• Set up an e-mail/phone contact list for
regular commuters going to Whitchurch
rail station, to Winchester and to Andover
for work.
• Continue to help publicise bus timetables
via the Longparish Directory and website.
What we can do with help from outside the
village
• Support the School Travel Plan in asking
for children not currently eligible to be
allowed to use the school bus.

?

DID YOU KNOW?

The Parish Council appoints a bus representative to liaise between local users and the
transport companies – contact details for the bus rep are in all the bus shelters.
Transport

Contact details for local bus companies are as follows:
Stagecoach: 01256 464501
Cango: 0845 602 4135
If you have mobility problems, you can contact:
Andover Dial a Ride – local co-ordinator John Collins 720300 – a minibus takes people to
Andover one morning a week for shopping and suchlike.
Elderly and disabled people who need transport, for instance to a hospital appointment,
can contact: Andover Neighbourcare on 01246 339899. Please give them a couple of days
notice to organise a driver.
Action Plans
The actions necessary to deliver these proposals will be co-ordinated and monitored by Catherine
Sweet. For further details please see www.longparish.org.uk or contact Catherine directly
www.longparish.org.uk
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Conclusions
What we are proposing in this plan is a series of practical activities designed to address the
major issues raised during extensive consultation with the people of Longparish. We now need
to get on with the actions to ensure they happen.
Some of the proposals are clearly more complex and longer term than others. Volunteers from
the Parish Plan group are prepared to lead the necessary activities, working together with the
Parish Council, other groups and individuals within the village to get things done.
There are detailed action plans to support the proposals but, because they will be living
documents that will evolve as we move forward, we will publish them on our website
www.longparish.org.uk rather than in this document.

We would love to hear from anyone prepared to help us with any of the proposals in the Plan
– please get in touch with anyone on the Parish Plan Steering Group [see Appendix 2 for contact
details].
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Appendix 1

issues in more depth. At this stage we actively
involved special interest groups and discussed
specific issues in more depth. Those who took
The Consultation
part had the chance to start contributing their
Longparish has approximately 300 households
thoughts on how we could address different
within the parish and a population of about
issues. Many of these sessions were considered
700 people. We estimate that around 500
enjoyable as well as constructive!
people, of all ages, have been actively involved
in giving their views.
Questionnaire
Exhibitions
Based on the issues we had identified earlier
An initial exhibition in December 2002
started to gather information and to explore
the enthusiasm within the community for
developing a Parish Plan. Following the
setting up of the Steering Group, there were
similar events held at the school in March 2003
and at North Acre in September 2003. These
events gave the Steering Group a great deal of
information about what people think is good
about life in the village and therefore needs
protecting, as well as areas that would benefit
from improvement.

in the consultation, a questionnaire was
designed and delivered by volunteers to every
household in the village. The results gave
us quantifiable data to add to the qualitative
information from other parts of the process.
Level of community involvement in the
consultation process

Estimates of numbers involved in the different
stages of consultation are as follows, but
please note that some people will have been
involved at several different stages so the
Discussion Groups
numbers cannot simply be added up. The
Building on the information we’d gathered responses to the questionnaire can be analysed
from the exhibitions, we invited people to statistically as all responses come from
attend discussion groups to explore various different individuals.
Consultation event

Approx. numbers involved/responding

Questionnaire

Delivered to every
household in the village

170 households,
420 individuals (about 60% of the population)

Exhibitions

Village Hall, School, North Acre

175

Discussion groups and
events for special
interest groups

School and Playgroup, Parent
and Toddlers, Teenagers RATS
Activity Day, Young Adults,
Older People, Old and New
Villagers, Education,
Leisure and Social,
Sports, Work

200

Individual meetings

Key landowners or owners
of key village facilities

8
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Conclusion and Acknowledgements

Details

Questionnaire response by hamlet within Longparish
The responses received from the questionnaire reflect well the population as it is spread amongst
the hamlets or areas of Longparish.

Questionnaire response by age band
We received a slightly higher than average response from people aged over 60, and slightly
lower from working age people, but nothing suggests that any age group is particularly over or
under- represented in the results.
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Meeting of the Steering Group in the village hall

Telphone

Lead for:

Fiona Gould (Chair)

720709

Community and social

Mike Johnson

720441

Housing

Catherine Sweet

720550

Road safety and transport

David Wright

720598

Environment

Jeremy Barber

720459

Christine Beresford

720421

Alix Bremridge

720715

Mary Jo Darrah

720320

Cheryl Dowler

720581

Gloria Goodliffe

720425

Nona Harrison

720215

Andrea Hulme

720347

Paula Vize

720418
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