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LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

VILLAGE HALL, 7PM MONDAY 8 APRIL 2013 

 

 
PRESENT:  

 
Parish Councillors: Christopher Duxbury [Chairman]; Jonathan Frere; Jeremy Barber;  
Karen-Marie Dinesen; Phil Harris; Natasha Rouse; Jim Sawyer. 

 
Visiting Councillors: Andrew Gibson [HCC]; Jim Neal [TVBC]. 
 
Parishioners and Speakers: Nick Marsden [Chair School Board of Governors]; John Scott 
[Village Hall Committee]; Andy Smith [Longparish Community Association]; Maggie Barber; 
Rob Barker; Lucy Barker; Matt Beale; Barbara Duxbury;  Reverend Terry Hemming; James 
Hillier. 

 
ITEM ONE – APOLOGIES 

 
1. Apologies were received from Christian Dryden, Simon Troughton, Ed Gairdner and Mary 

Jo Darrah.  

 
ITEM TWO – CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION 

 
2. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcomed all who attended, explained the statutory 

basis of the Annual Parish Meeting and outlined the agenda. 
 
3. The minutes of the last annual meeting on 12 March 2012 had been approved at the April 

12 Parish Council meeting; there were no matters arising. 
 

ITEM THREE – PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

 
4. The Chairman presented his annual report, attached to these minutes at Appendix (1).   

 

ITEM FOUR – PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 

MARCH 2012 AND REPORT FOR THE YEAR 

 
5. Jonathan Frere presented the Parish Council accounts for the last financial year, attached 

to these minutes at Appendix (2). 

 

ITEM FIVE – PARISH COUNCIL OPEN SPACES REPORT  

 
6. Jeremy Barber presented a report on open spaces for the year, attached to these minutes 

at Appendix (3). 

 
ITEM SIX – POINTS FROM HCC AND TVBC COUNCILLORS 
 
7.  Andrew Gibson confirmed the Superfast Broadband situation and explained what HCC is      
     doing in relation to the pothole problem. 
 

8.  Jim Neal told the meeting that he had joined a group seeking to re-open the old bowling 
     alley and night club in Andover [Breakers] as a Community Interest Company, which        
     needs support. 
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ITEM SEVEN – LONGPARISH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 
9.  Andrew Smith presented a report on the Longparish Community Association, attached to 
     these minutes at Appendix (4). 
 

ITEM EIGHT - SCHOOL AND PLAYGROUP REPORT 

 
10.  Nick Marsden, Chairman of the Board of Governors, presented a report on the school,  
       attached to these minutes at Appendix (5). 
 
11.  On behalf of Ed Gairdner, the Chairman presented a report on the playgroup, attached to  
       these minutes at Appendix (6).  

 
ITEM NINE – VILLAGE HALL REPORT 
 
12. John Scott presented a report on the Village Hall, attached to these minutes at Appendix  
       (7). 

 
ITEM ELEVEN – PARISHIONERS’ OPEN FORUM 

 

13.  John Scott  asked whether the Finance report could include further information on  
        the previous and current years [to date] as the report on the accounts for  the year  
       ending March 2012 were by now rather out of date. Jonathan Frere said that the  
       report was on the latest set of audited accounts  available, but agreed that an      
       informal summary could be give on the previous year to date. Jeremy Barber          
       added that an up to date financial report was included as an appendix in monthly PC  
       minutes. 
 

 

 
CJ Duxbury 
Chairman Longparish Parish Council 
Date: 
 
 
 
List of appendices: 
 

1) Chairman’s annual report 
2) Parish Council accounts for the year ending 31 March 2012 
3) Annual Open Spaces report 
4) School report 
5) Playgroup report 
6) LCA report 
7) Village Hall report 
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Appendix 1 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 8 APRIL 2013 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
1. This report covers the period since the last APM in March 2012. It has been another busy 

year for the Parish Council with the Diamond Jubilee and the completion of the village hall 
refurbishment project which has been an unqualified success. On top of that there has been a 
great deal of routine work simply to preserve and improve the village facilities that we all 
enjoy, as well as the activities that bring life to them. 
 
2. I will therefore start by: 
 

• Welcoming  Simon Troughton who joined the Council in November. Sadly he has not 
been well, but is making a strong recovery. 

• Welcoming Matt Beal, who, although not a Council member, has kindly to take on the 
Chairmanship of the Footpaths Working Party vice Martin Lampard. A thank you to 
Martin for his 8 year stint in this capacity. 

• Thanking all my PC colleagues and everyone in the village who contributes to 
community life for all the time and effort they give towards making Longparish one of 
the best places to live in the Test Valley.   

• Thanking all our speakers for ‘turning to’ this evening. 
 

3. We need also to record thanks for support from Hampshire County Council, Test Valley 
Borough Council, the Test Valley Association of Parish Councils and the Hampshire 
Association of Local Councils. Our County Councillor, Andrew Gibson who is with us this 
evening, has also managed to attend several of our meetings despite a very busy schedule.  
Our local Test Valley Borough Ward Councillor, Jim Neal, is a regular attended at our 
meetings and has provided advice, particularly on Planning. 
 
4. it is only since becoming Chairman that I have come to recognise and appreciate the many 
and wide ranging skills and talents that we are lucky to have amongst us; and, indeed the 
wide range of facilities, clubs and societies on offer, which all take time to manage and 
develop. The increase in the number of families with young children too over the last 5-10 
years is very welcome; such change helps to enhance and sustain the village - the thriving 
and vibrant community that we all enjoy. 
 

PLANNING 
 
5. One of the main functions of the Council is to comment on planning applications and 
notifications; and in the last 12 months we have dealt with 25 applications and 10 tree 
notifications that are required within a conservation area, including the Owls Lodge Solar 
Farm now operational] and several ongoing developments by Raymond Brown at the A 303 
Recycling facility.  I would like to thank Graham Darrah who, as Tree Warden, advises the PC 
on each such notification. Very few applications have been contentious; where possible, the 
Council has worked with applicants to modify them where it has felt they might be improved; 
and where necessary we have attended TVBC planning committee meetings to explain the 
Parish Council’s views. I am grateful to Jim Sawyer for his input to planning as Chairman of 
the Planning Committee. 
 
6. Planning is an ever moving feast due to various Government initiatives and I should also 
mention that The Revised Local Plan, the new name for the Core Strategy, which TVBC 
consulted on during January/February 2012, is presently available on the TVBC website for 
further consultation until 26 April 2013. Please let the Parish Council know if you have any 
comments.  The Planning Committee will be meeting in the Village Hall committee room [side 
entrance] on Monday 15 April at 19.45 pm  to consider the Council’s response. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 
7. Hill & Valley: The Council wishes to record a particular thank you to Mary Jo Darrah who  
continues to edit our Hill & Valley pages. How lucky we are to have such a useful Parish 
magazine, which the Council pays to be delivered free to each household. Thanks too, to the 
magazine distributors – it is another task that just gets done. 

 
8. Village Website: There is a huge amount of information about the village on our website at 
www.longparish.org.uk, which earns many compliments. David and Fiona Gould do a great 
deal of work on the website; the sort of behind the scenes work which doesn’t always show 
but is very much appreciated. I would just add here our thanks to David who continues to 
support the Council as Clerk to the Burial Board. 

9. High Speed Broadband:   
 

• The County Council Plans to roll out high speed broadband to 90% of households in 
Hampshire.  They have recently let a ££13.8M contract and appointed BT as its 
commercial partner in a 3 year roll out programme. 

 

• Bringing faster broadband to Longparish will involve minimal disruption. All that is 
needed is fibre optic cable to the telephone exchange and three new sub boxes and 
that cable will use existing ducting. 
 

• Andrew Gibson has been working hard behind the scenes to ensure that the voice of 
the rural villages is heard and the Parish Council has met with a BT Director involved 
with the contract. 
 

• For our part, we need to ensure that demand from Longparish is sufficient to make it 
certain that we are included in the 90%.  If you have not already done so, please 
register an interest on the County Council website at 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/broadband/broadband-signup.htm. Registering support 
does not commit anyone to signing up for a new service. 

 FOOTPATHS 
 
10. We have around 20 miles of footpaths in the Parish and we are lucky that most of the 
landowners in the village take their responsibilities for footpaths seriously and look after them 
well – thank you. Some of our footpaths are regularly maintained by volunteers who have 
adopted them. A thank you to all of them too.   
 
11. A long term ambition in the Parish Plan has been to improve the surface of part of the 
spinal path running from North Acre to Sugar Lane, thereby offering a safe route to school by 
mothers with buggies all year round. There have been a number of near misses on the B3048 
in recent years which have emphasised the need. I am pleased to report that he Parish 
Council gave authority to the selected contractor to proceed with the work and we hope that 
there will be a start in May. The £14799 need has been raised from a small schemes grant 
from HCC, developer contribution from the recent new development at 2 Paddock Cottages 
and the offer of a small balance from FoLS and the Playgroup. 
ROADS 
 
12.  Christian Dryden spends many hours liaising with Highways in Andover and following up 
on reported repairs. It is an important, but sometimes frustrating task and we are grateful to 
her for all her efforts. A special thank you to the members of our ‘Adopt a Road’ scheme, who 
quietly make sure that their patch is clear of rubbish.  
 
13. Hampshire Highways has been struggling to fill the increasing number of pot holes across 
the County. This is partially caused by the deteriorating condition of the drainage both along 
the side of the roads and the piping under the roads. 
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14. As a consequence, HCC has reviewed the strategy towards the highways issues and will 
be creating a new contract for 'preventive maintenance', which will include addressing the 
drainage problems. 
 
15. HCC is very open to residents’ concerns and values feedback and the Parish Council has 
had several meetings with Highways in attempt to improve matters.  If you are aware of a 
problem, please help by reporting it using this link 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/index/transport/service557. Please don’t assume that someone else 
has done it.  Far better that a problem is reported more than once than not at all. It would also 
help Christian if you could email her to say what you have reported, so that there is some tie 
up. 
 

TRANSPORT 
 
16. I would like to thank Phil Harris for his work in this regard; it is an uphill battle.  We remain 
concerned about the depth of the cuts to the bus service hat were made last year and  are 
aware of the effects on some people in the village, but it has been difficult to establish the 
whole picture.  
 

VILLAGE HALL 
 
17. John Scott is here this evening to talk about the village hall, but as I said at the outset it 
has been an unqualified success and I would thank him and his committee for steering it 
through; and also thank everyone in the village who has donated money and/ or time to the 
project. 
 
18. In conjunction with the project, we have also been engaged with renewing the lease on 
the hall which expires this year. When signed, the new lease will be for 25 years, largely on 
the same terms and conditions as the present one. The Charities Act has been introduced 
and developed during the period of the current lease, so the renewal process has not been a 
straight forward as we would have wished. 
 

FINANCE AND OPEN SPACES 
 
19. I will now hand over to Jonathan Frere to tell you about the Council finances – and then to 
Jeremy to report on Open Spaces. I particularly wish to thank them both for the support they 
have given to the Council - and particularly to me during the periods when we found 
ourselves without a Clerk - again. 
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Appendix 2 
 
  

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR LONGPARISH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING - 8 APRIL 
2013 

 
1. The accounts being reviewed at this meeting are those for the Financial Year 2011/2012, 
ending 31 March 2012, as these are the latest set of fully audited accounts that we have and 
include a full set of explanatory notes.  Copies of the accounts and notes have been 
distributed, and the figures we are interested in are those in the right hand column headed 
11/12.  The left hand column shows the figures for the previous year for comparison.  All 
figures are net of VAT and have been approved by the Council and both internal and external 
auditors. 
 
2. The total income for the period was £53,292; including premature payment of the first 
instalment of the precept for 2012/2013, and initial grants and donations for the Village Hall 
refurbishment project.  The annual precept (the amount that householders in the village 
contribute through the Council Tax to the running of the Parish) was £17,500, and other 
income is explained at Notes 2, 3 and 4.   
 
3. The total expenditure for the year was £50,086, a significant increase over the previous 
year because of the preliminary expenditure on the Village Hall refurbishment project.  Apart 
from this, the main item was, as usual, Open Spaces, which, as well as the normal 
maintenance, included additional expenditure on the provision of new equipment for the 
children’s playground.  General administration, which includes insurance, decreased, 
because the Parish Clerk was not in post for a full year.   
 
4. The difference between income and expenditure gives the operating surplus of £3,206 
compared with a deficit of £6,875 in 2010/2011.  The Village Hall fund balance was reduced 
to take account of expenditure on the project and the general fund balance was inflated by 
the transfer of funds from HCC that are earmarked for the Village Hall refurbishment project 
and the receipt of grants and donations that have also not yet been spent. 
 
5. Looking ahead to the financial year that has just ended, the Parish Council’s finances 
have finished on a healthy note, boosted by a Community Benefit donation of £20,000 from 
Anesco Ltd in relation to the Owls Lodge Solar Farm.  However, the year overall has been 
dominated by income and expenditure for the Village Hall refurbishment project, so this will 
be an extraordinary year, and it will not be possible to see the final outcome until the situation 
has settled down in 2013/2014.   
 
6. Are there any questions? 
 
Jonathan Frere 
Chairman 

Finance Working Party 
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LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2012 

INCOME  10/11  11/12  

 Precept 15000  26250 Note 1 

 Interest on deposit  38  45 Note 2 

 Allotment rents received 40  40  

 Cemetery fees 188  171  

 Donations 0  7588 Note 3 

 Grants 200  19198 Note 4 

 Handbook sales 0  0  

 Miscellaneous 286  0  

 Total income for year (A) 15752  53292  

      

EXPENDITURE      

 General administration  5169  4361 Note 5 

 Capital expenditure  0  0  

 Open spaces and footpaths 10513  14727 Note 6  

 Elections 0  37 Note 7 

 Allotment rents paid 36  72 Note 8 

 Communication 1320  568 Note 9 

 Village Hall 4100  29495 Note 10 

 Parish Plan - implementation 1489  765 Note 11 

 Miscellaneous 0  61 Note 12 

 Total expenditure for year (B) 22627  50086  

      

 Net operating income (A-B) -6875  3206  

      

GENERAL FUND      

 Balance at beginning of year 14262  9949  

 Add net operating income -6875  3206  

         Transfer from Village Hall Fund 3100  29495 Note 13 

         Transfer from Playground Equipment Fund -  3500 Note 14 

 Less      

        transfer to Village Hall Fund (interest) 38  45  

        transfer to playground equipment fund 500  500  

 Balance at end of year 9949  45605  

 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH   2011  2012  

CURRENT ASSETS      

 Debtors (VAT) 2157  3967 Note 15/16 

 Bank balance 1100  57158  

 Deposit with HCC 54662  0  

 Total  (C) 57919  61126  

CURRENT LIABILITIES      

 Creditors (D) 0  0  

      

NET ASSETS (C-D)  57919  61126  

      

REPRESENTED BY      
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 General fund balance 9949  45605  

 Village Hall fund balance 43970  14520  

 Playground equipment fund balance 4000  1000  

TOTAL RESERVES  57919  61125  

 

Approved by Parish Council.   Signed   D Kraft.  RFO   C Duxbury. Chairman   Date -  

NOTES AND SUPPORTING STATEMENTS 

1. Precept.  Annual precept is £17500.  The first instalment of the precept from 

TVBC for 2012/2013 was paid early and received before 31 Mar 2012.  The figure 

shown in the accounts for 2011/2012 includes £8750 relating to 2012/2013. 

2. Interest Received.  Interest received was £45 and remained low because of 

prevailing interest rates. 

3. Donations.  Individual donations and Income from activities carried out to raise 

funds for the Village Hall refurbishment project. 

4. Grants Received.  £278 for kissing gates, £3531 for playground equipment, 

£15389 for solar PV cells for Village Hall. 

5. General Administration.  The amount is lower, because the Clerk was not in post 

for a full year. 

6. Open Spaces and Footpaths.  In addition to regular maintenance expenditure 

this includes £7062 for the purchase of new playground equipment. 

7. Elections.  TVBC charge for uncontested elections in May. 

8. Allotment Rents Paid.  Rent paid up to the end of September 2012. 

9. Communication.  Includes £100 for printing the Village Directory and the cost of 

delivering a copy of the parish magazine, Hill and Valley, to each household in the 

village. 

10. Village Hall.  Represents expenditure from allocated Parish Council funds 

towards the start of the construction phase of the Village Hall refurbishment project. 

11. Parish Plan Implementation.  This represents support to the Community 

Association towards the costs of KidzZone, the Re-cycled Teenagers and the monthly 

events diary. 

12. Miscellaneous.  Street lighting PFI costs. 

13. Village Hall Fund.  The Council saved £43970 towards refurbishment of the 

Village Hall.  The Hampshire County Council Treasurer’s Department invested the 

fund on behalf of the Parish Council, but these funds have now been withdrawn now 

that the project has started and are being drawn down to support the 

implementation of the refurbishment project.  £29495 has been spent to date. 

14. Playground Equipment Fund.  The Council has continued to earmark £500 

towards major repair or replacement of playground equipment, but the fund has 
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been reduced by £3500 to help fund the purchase of equipment for younger 

children. 

15. Debts Outstanding.  At the end of the year £3967 was due to the Council in 

respect of unclaimed VAT repayments. 

16. Basis of Accounts and Rounding.  The figures are exclusive of VAT, which the 

Council is able to reclaim.  Figures in these accounts are shown to the nearest £1. 

17. Assets.  No assets were disposed of.  £5528 of playground equipment and a 

£420 bench were acquired. 

At 31 March 2012 the following assets were held: 

Cemetery 

Common land at former gravel pit, The Common, Southside Road 

Common land, former sand pit at Larkwhistle, Nun's Walk 

Common land, former chalk pit by Vale Farm, Nun's Walk 

Bus shelter opposite the Plough 

Bus shelter near the shop 

 

Playground Equipment (assessed value at 31 Mar 2012) 

Swings 1825 

Slide 3216 

Whirling platform 3753 

Tyre climber 535 

Play frame 2144 

Bouncy elephant 1771 

Safety surfaces 17728 

Skate ramp (including Matta safety surface) 23811 

Youth shelter 3982 

Wok roundabout 1764 

Play Train 1567 

Little Hamlets - Tottlebank 3151 

Joined Logs and Inclined Twine 576 

Safety Surface 234 

Total Value 66057 

 

Other Assets (assessed value at 31 Mar 2012) 

3 bus shelters (Forton, Plough, Shop) 8703 

Seats (Forton, church, cemetery, playground) 2578 

Bench (North Acre) 420 

2 Picnic tables (playground) 1723 

Ashburn rest 6057 

Notice boards  (Forton, shop, cemetery, 3 bus shelters) 611 

Cemetery and recreation ground fencing 5370 

Stone cross B3048 near church 2654 

War memorial in cemetery 4083 

Grindstone near Ashburn Rest 286 

Stocks outside church 590 

Special photograph albums 291 
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Total Value 33366 

 

Other assets (estimated replacement cost) 

Horticultural tools (Parish Paths Partnership) 1,000 

Office equipment filing cabinets 150 

Total Value 1,150 

18. Leases 
During the year the following tenancies were held: 

Council as landlord:  none 

Council as tenant 

Landlord Property Annual rent Repairing 

Middleton Estate Allotments £36 No 

Middleton Estate Playground Nil Yes 

Middleton Estate Football field £50 No 

Middleton Estate Village Hall Car Park Nil Yes 

Diocese Village Hall £1 Yes 
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Appendix 3 

 
OPEN SPACES REPORT FOR LONGPARISH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

     8 APRIL 2013 

 

1. This is my opportunity to thank the many people who help keep our village special. 

2. The Council is responsible for the cemetery, the car park opposite the village hall, the 
three bus shelters, the football field, the playground, the allotments, the village green near 
the Long Bridge, and three small areas of common land: the old sand pit near Larkwhistle 
Farm, the chalk pit near Vale Farm and the pocket nature reserve at the Common off 
Southside Road. There are various items of street furniture such as benches, the stocks 
and the Ash Burn Rest. 

3. There were three Clean Up days; the usual ones in April and November plus a special 
one in June.  The work included 

• The biggest job was clearing the stream at The Cleeves, ably led by Graham Darrah 
and Paul Knipe.  It had all but disappeared under vegetation.  All that was cleared in 
April and the special day cleared some tons of vegetation which was impeding the 
flow above the Long Bridge.   As a result the stream is now flowing well.  The water is 
gin clear and it is a pleasure to walk there.   

• The stream in the middle of the village was also cleaned on both clean up days.  This 
and regular attention when it blocks behind Little Beck helps stop it spreading out 
onto the road but the verge really needs proper sorting out by Highways. 

• Clearing the road and footway from the Village Hall car park to the School to make it 
much easier and safer for parents with children and buggies who use it daily to get to 
School and Playgroup 

• Filling potholes and spreading shingle in the church and village hall car parks and on 
paths in the church yard 

• Lots of litter picking.   

4. There was also a large incident of litter dumping on the Middleway.  There was evidence 
to identify the source so we reported the incident to TVBC and they are taking 
enforcement action.  We also have a team of dedicated people who pick up litter 
throughout the year.  Thanks very much.  

5. Thank you to everyone who turns out to support the village clean up days.  Over 30 
people helped in November including volunteers from outside the village.  Thank you also 
to Raymond Brown Group who provided us with shingle and a large skip and to Vitacress 
and Karen-Marie Dinesen who provided tractors to help fill the skip and Mick Meaden and 
Mick Blocksidge who drove them.  Thanks also to the Plough and the Cricketers for their 
hospitality afterwards and, of course, to Jenny Jolliffe for organising the Clean Up days.   
Thanks are also due to everyone who keeps our village tidy throughout the year by 
picking up litter and clearing up after their dogs. 

6. The playground is well used and the new equipment for young children is much 
appreciated.   Chris Millett moved a picnic bench to be near it.   Thanks go to Laura 
Wearn who empties the bin by the skate ramp and monitors the state of the playground. 

7. Thanks also to our contractors who had difficult jobs because of the very poor weather.  
Clive Kent has made a smashing job of looking after the cemetery, the village hall car 
park and the playground.  And Paul Knipe has done some excellent work at the village 
green and the pocket nature reserve where he also led a working party.  Garden waste 
was dumped there but I am pleased to report that those responsible have cleared it away. 

8. The tarmac at the entrance to the grass Village Hall car park was repaired, a dead tree 
removed and the sweet chestnut pollarded. 
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9. Thank you to David Gould for administering the cemetery as Clerk to the Burial Board.  
Volunteers and professionals have done a great deal of work.  A large cedar was 
removed along with some tons of soils which had accumulated under it, the fence and 
hedge at the back have been repaired gaps filled and various trees tidied.    Particular 
thanks go to Paul Knipe and Nigel Goodliffe.  The War Memorial was cleaned and looked 
very good for Remembrance Day. 

10. The football pitch is in good order.  Sadly we don’t have a regular team this year but it is 
used for a couple of village games plus lots of general recreational use and regular use 
by the school running club.  Dog mess continues to be something of a problem.  What a 
pity that there some owners who don’t pick up what their pets leave and give the vast 
majority of responsible owners a bad name. 

11. The Council and other community representatives have helped on the school grounds 
development project.  Last year much needed tree work was done at the school copse.  
This year volunteers spent much of the February half term on the other trees.  A great 
deal of tidying has been done and thanks go to Nigel Goodliffe, Paul Knipe, Graham 
Darrah and Maggie Barber for their help.  Graham thoroughly tested a tree which the 
children use for climbing and they have put it to very good use since. 

12. Two oak trees were planted to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee, one in the playground 
and one in the Christmas Tree field.  A jubilee bench will be installed as part of the spinal 
path project.   

13. The next Clean Up Day is on Saturday 20 April. We’ll meet at 10am at the Village Hall car 
park.   Please come.  We have lots of jobs to do.  The main jobs are spreading 20 tons of 
shingle in the village hall car park, levelling in the cemetery, seeding and having a bonfire 
and clearing vegetation along the spinal path ready for the upgrade work.  There are lots 
of other jobs as well including bench and bus shelter cleaning and litter picking. 

14. In addition to all this there’s a lot of routine work, repairing equipment, tidying, litter 
picking, and much, much more.  Our village is a special place to live and I’d like to close 
by thanking all the unsung heroes who keep it that way. 

 
Jeremy Barber 
Chairman Open Spaces Working Party 
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Appendix 4 
 

LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 8 APRIL 2013 
REPORT FROM LONGPARISH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

The LCA now has an established role in the local community in helping to support and facilitate 
groups, events and activities which enhance village life.  Over the past 12 months the LCA has 
continued to support many now well established activities as well as helping to get others off the 
ground.  We have taken steps to raise the profile and awareness of the LCA throughout the 
village.  There is now an LCA logo which is included in all information and on our new banners.  
There is also a dedicated LCA page in Hill and Valley.  We feel it is important for the whole of the 
village to be aware of, and benefit from, the LCA.  

 
The LCA has approximately 200 members and 7 Affiliated Groups.  The current Trustees are:  
Fiona Gould (Chair) 
David Wright (Treasurer) 
Christine Beresford (Membership Secretary) 
Christian Dryden 
Andy (+Jenny) Jolliffe 
Andy (+Emma) Smith 
Sandra Jones 
David (+Anne) Marklew 
 
The LCA continues to offer support to local groups and societies through the provision of:  

● A Bank account facility : Cash flow management and ‘overdrafts’  

● Affiliated groups can apply for grants 

● Insurance: 
o Public liability for events 
o Equipment owned by local groups 
o Employer’s liability – covers volunteers 
o We can explore special cover for out of the ordinary events 

 
The financial position of the LCA is sound with just over £6,000 of available funds to support 
its core aims.  The LCA is very grateful for the generous donations provided by many of its 
members and for the support provided by the Parish Council. 
 
The Association owns and can make available to the community equipment including : 

• KidzZone games equipment 

• Computer projector  

• Hanging screen   

• Wine glasses 

• Marquee/party tent  

• Large charcoal BBQ   

• Large gas BBQ  

• Flip chart easel and some stationery disposables 

• Race signage, fluorescent waistcoats, orange hazard fencing 

• Urn and 5 litre hot jug 
 
Over the past year the LCA has run or supported village events and groups including: 

● A well supported and full day of activities as part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations 

● KidzZone - youth club.  Now managed by David and Andrea Harris.  The group is 
well attended - meetings are alternate Wednesdays in the Village Hall.  As well as a 
range of activities in the Hall, trips are also arranged including a Christmas event at 
Laser Quest in Andover.  Financial support is provided by the LCA. 
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● Recycled Teenagers  -  this a very active group for the senior members of the 
community with financial support provided by the LCA.   Over the last year trips have 
included : 

o Brembridge Garden Centre 
o The Old Tyme Players, New Milton 
o Andover Garden Centre 
o Come and sing tea party, Wherwell 
o June and Bert Hoare’s Open Garden (to raise funds for RTs) 
o Alice in Wonderland (dress rehearsal, Farleigh School) 
o Lyndhurst & Kimbridge Farm Shop 

 

● The Longparish Second Sunday of the Month Fun Run is now in its 7
th
 year and has 

a core entry of over 20 runners (weather depending!).   

● The Friday Coffee mornings in the Village Hall are proving to be very popular. 

● There has been a range of fascinating and well attended talks given by members of 
the community as part of the LCA’s Tuesday talks series.  These will return in the 
Autumn.  The proceeds of these talks help towards the Village Hall project. 

● The LCA continues to participate in the HCC Hog the Limelight programme but has 
only has only hosted one event owing to the refurbishment of the Village Hall.   The 
feedback from both the audience and the artiste about the village hall was very 
favourable. 

● The LCA continues to support other groups including the Choir, Toddler Group, 
Smooth Movers exercise group and the sewing club. 

 
In addition to our on-going activities, this coming year we shall we continue to work closely 
with the Village Hall committee to sort out sorting licensing for films and to make best use of 
the new Hall.  We aim to run a programme of Hog the Limelight shows – bringing professional 
arts to villages in Hampshire.    
We shall help with the plans for the St Nicholas Pageant in June. 
 
Andy Smith. 8 April 2013 
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Appendix 5 

 
REPORT FROM LONGPARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL TO THE ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING – 8 APRIL 2013 

 
PUPIL PERFORMANCE 
 
2011/12 was a very successful year for Longparish primary school and 2012/13 
looks like being equally successful. The School’s Key stage II results for last year 
were in the top five of all primary schools in Hampshire. 
 
Each individual pupil’s performance is constantly monitored and the latest reports 
show in both Key stage I and Key stage II as being in the top 20% of all similar 
schools and the top 20% of all schools in this academic year.  In addition to the 
academic standards placed upon as by the Department of Education and HCC we 
also encourage in the school wider development of pupils in both core and some of 
the non-core subjects in addition to other like skills. 
 
A visit to the school would show the progress that the pupils are making in subjects 
such a diverse such as IT, music and art. It is encouraging to see the involvement of 
pupils themselves take in the running and strategy of the school. 
 
During the next 12 months we are expecting a visit from OFSTED to assess progress 
against the core competencies and also other wider aspects of running the school. 
 
ESTATE AND FACILITIES UPDATE 
 
It would probably appear to parishioners that there is always been some form of 
building work going on at the school of the past many years. We are now a situation 
where we are looking to replace the cladding and windows at the rear of the school 
(already planned by HCC) and we believe will then be in a position that no major 
works will be required on the school for the foreseeable future.  We have also had 
members of the Parish Council to complete tree works recently and the school would 
formally like to thank those members who took part. We’ve also completed our 
sensory garden to the left of the school. 
 
We have recently heard that we will be able to continue use of the school minibus for 
transporting pupils to and from school and we would hope to work with the Parish 
Council to make use of  the bus where appropriate for some of the other groups in 
the village. 
 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS UPDATE 
 
Two of our parent governors– Alison Cooper and Emma Smith – have completed the 
terms of office this year and have decided not to continue as governors. We are at 
present soliciting interest from the parents at school and if there is sufficient interest 
will hold elections early in the summer term. 
 
COMMUNITY HALL UPDATE 
 
The community hall continues to enjoy extensive external usage at the weekends 
and evenings. We have three nights of regular activity each week and we have on 
average once a fortnight use at the weekend.  Maggie Barber decided not to 
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continue as the manager of this facility and we have taken the opportunity to alter the 
administration of the hall accordingly.  All bookings should be made through Christine 
Leach at the school. Regular users of the hall now have the facility to pick up and 
leave the key a key safe and there are three governors who can open the facility on 
other nights or the weekend as required. 
 
 
Nick Marsden 
 
Chairman of Governors 
8 April 2013 
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Appendix 6 

 

REPORT FROM LONGPARISH PLAY GROUP TO THE ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING – 8 APRIL 2013 

 
The Playgroup has had another productive year and the number of children attending 
remains close to capacity.  We are continually seeking new and innovative ways of ensuring 
we have full sessions and we are looking at promoting ourselves in the local area.  Whilst we 
will always ensure we keep places for the children of Longparish we need to ensure financial 
stability and therefore as a measure to better market ourselves we have taken a decision to 
advertise within the new housing estate at Andover Down. 
 
Claire Nash and her team have as always provided the excellent start to our children’s 
educational journey.  Their dedication to the children and ensuring the setting meets the ever 
changing regulatory changes demonstrates the superb team we have and their ability to 
remain ever flexible. 
 
We were not visited by Ofsted last academic year but we are ready for when they decide to 
visit which we believe could be within the next two years.  We have had two members of the 
committee assist with Claire Nash over the last 2 years to ensure our Ofsted self-assessment 
was completed and submitted.  Frustratingly having completed the assessment last year with 
a significant number of man hours spent on it, our political masters decided to change the 
format for 2013 so the process was duly repeated.  We believe we have completed a fair 
appraisal of ourselves. 
 
In the Summer last year I met with a couple of members of FoLs to ascertain how we could 
work more closely together particularly with regards to fundraising as it appeared our 
approaches and timings were closely aligned.  Having successfully worked together for the 
Spring Concert it made sense to combine our forces each year to have one combined 
fundraising event which would likely to raise significantly more cash than a single entity 
project.  We held a very successful ‘joint’ auction in Nov raising c£4k.  
 
Recruiting committee members each year remains a concern as volunteers do not step 
forward.  We make a continual push for parents to volunteer and we only seem to get a 
trickle.  Our churn is high as children move onto their Primary schools therefore it is 
imperative we get willing volunteers.  After nearly 7 years on the committee Victoria Elwell will 
be standing down from the committee and from her role as Treasurer.  I would like to use this 
forum to thank her for all her hard work.  She has been extremely diligent and has kept us all 
on the right track.  She will be incredibly hard to replace but with 7 years’ service and about to 
have no children at the Playgroup she has truly played her part in the success of the 
Playgroup.  As you can imagine we have had little appetite for anyone to replace her but I 
shall continue to ask! 
 
In summary, a happy Playgroup; great staff and full of children.  Our finances are healthy and 
we remain prudent in our outgoings.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
community of Longparish for their support of the Playgroup over the last year and I hope we 
receive continual support for the forthcoming year. 
 
Edward Gairdner 
Chairman 

7 April 2013 
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Appendix 7 
 
 

VILLAGE HALL REPORT FOR LONGPARISH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 
8 APRIL 2013 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
What a difference a year makes!  Since the last PC Annual Meeting we have placed contracts 
and completed the £300,000 refurbishment of the Village Hall, subject to a few outstanding 
issues which were in the original scope of the refurbishment plan.  Here we all are in a ‘warm 
and welcoming’ Village Hall.  I want to show a few photographs on our new AV system just to 
remind ourselves how far we have come and what we have achieved in the last 12 months. 
  
The PV cells are now reliably generating electricity, and our initial assessment is that they will 
generate enough income to cover our annual electricity bill, despite it being higher than last 
year. 
  
We are soon to enter the last snagging period prior to paying the final instalment of the 
retention payment of £5600.  In the immediate future we have to complete the procurement 
and installation of the AV system for the Committee Room, as we have received grant funding 
from Awards-for-All towards the cost.  There are a few other items to address to ensure that 
the provision of facilities is fit for purpose for all potential uses and customers. 
 
We have received many congratulatory comments from users and visitors in relation to the 
new facilities and the overall ambience that the hall delivers. We have also been contacted 
from a few members of the Community Action Hampshire Village Halls network for advice 
following the published article on our refurbishment project which appeared in their VH 
newsletter.  In early May a meeting of the CAH VH Network will meet in our VH for us to 
provide advice and guidance based on our refurbishment project experiences.   In addition we 
have received a small amount of constructive feedback, e.g. the slippiness of the hall floor 
which we have addressed to their satisfaction and the poor acoustics now experienced in the 
Committee Room, especially during the monthly Coffee Shop gathering. 
 
Finally, a few key people have worked incredibly hard to deliver this refurbishment project for 
which they should be proud and, as we know, villagers are grateful and appreciative. It would 
not be an understatement to report that they are very tired having devoted so much time and 
energy over the last few years to achieve this splendid result. 
 
OPERATIONAL RUNNING 
 
The hall was closed at the beginning of March 2012 to prepare for the refurbishment and 
reopened in September.  Since then we have regularly received between £250 and £300 pcm 
for hirings and the trend is upwards as word of mouth recommendations spread. This month 
the projected income is £700.  The current hiring rates seem to be about right with some 
established users commenting that it is cheaper than before when they take into account the 
number of pound coins that they had to feed into the electricity meters during the winter 
months.  We will create an operational budget for 2013-14, the result of which may 
necessitate a review of the hiring rates. 
  
Maintenance items are predominantly falling into the snagging category, but will be totally our 
responsibility from August 2013 onwards.  We need to ensure that we accumulate sufficient 
funds to maintain the building in an appropriate condition to meet the terms of the lease to be 
renewed in October 2013. We have had to change our cleaner during the last week. 
 

SNAGGING LIST 
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There are a few significant issues that need addressing before we pay the final payment, 
such as the water ingress above the kitchen window.  The most likely cause is the poor 
condition of the coping stones on top of the wall.  We have received a quote from the builder 
of the order of £900.  We are negotiating with them to see if we can split the cost 50-50 as 
there was no leak prior to the repair of the flat roof.  However, the poor condition of the coping 
stones is indisputable, and not the responsibility of the builder.   
 
We have had problems with the doors leading into and out of the main hall; firstly sticking so 
badly that they would have presented a major problem if there was an emergency requiring 
speedy egress from the hall, but since the recent dry/cold spell of weather the emergency 
door does not fit well and can easily be opened by just leaning on it.  Probably the third major 
issue is the rework required in relation to the fitted sink and cupboard in the Committee 
Room.  There are numerous minor items also to be addressed in the coming months. 
 

FURTHER INVESTMENT 
 
There are a few items which were initially in scope but now have fallen below the current 
affordability line.  This includes some stage enhancements, including lighting controls and 
demountable staging which can be used in other village locations such as the church and the 
community hall.  We have not been able to afford new tables and chairs for the main hall, nor 
conference room tables and chairs for the committee room.  I will be making a case at the 
Parish Council meeting following this meeting for some financial assistance.  With help from 
the Council we hope to be able to afford these items following receipt of the proceeds from 
one final major fund raising event (Auction of Promises 22

nd
 June at Lower Mill) and monies 

that we might receive from the Village Fete.   
 

SUPPORT RECEIVED 
 
I must register my sincere and grateful thanks to both the PC and my Committee who have 
provided magnificent support of various kinds throughout this year of great achievement in 
the Village Hall’s history.  In addition we need to thank the PCC and the LCA for their 
continued support.  However, we must not forget the tremendous financial support that we 
have received from grant bodies, corporate enterprises and many local individual donors 
without whom we could not have implemented the project. 
 
John Scott 
Chairman of Village Hall Committee. 

 


