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and remains resolutely unchanged and
much loved because of it. In the larger of

the two snugs, a fire burns all winter long,

casting dancing shadows on the aged
walls while dogs sleep by the hearth,
oblivious to the comings and goings
around them. But today, despite the
weather, most of the action is taking place
outside where the far-reaching views
across green fields to the sea are lost in
a grey screen of rain and mist. Even
the pub's flock of chickens have called
it a day and retired to their henhouse
Charlie Newman, fourth-generation
landlord, resplendent in beret and a
rainbow-coloured jersey to rival even the
brightest pumpkin, squints up at the dark,
bruised sky. “I think we're in for a day of
it,” he says calmly, but he’s not worried
- it takes a lot to keep visitors away
from the pub that his great grandfather
inherited back in 1907. Already the place
is brimming with walkers and regulars
in wellies and wet-weather gear, and a
patient queue is snaking its way down the
flagstoned passage to a tiny hatch, From
here. award-winning beer or cider is
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dispensed straight from the barrel, along
with hot, crumbly homemade pasties

Amid all the hustle and bustle, the

testival’'s compére, Andy Well
in full pumpkin costume, leaps up on a
bench and announces, “The moment of
truth has arrived” as the sound of an

engine roars into life, and local farmer

Paul Lowden's tractor (used to lift

the heaviest of the entries via vintage
weighing scales hooked to the front
edges slowly into the square. His own

entry, an ‘Atlantic Giant’, looks to be a

close contender for ch

record welgnt at

evervone recalls that th

the pub several years ago was 800lb.
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a vast green net which is then hooked on

to the scales. The oohs and aahs become

louder as the heavyweights take their
turn in the ring, until firally only Je
Barber's ‘Show King’ remains. Even
holds their breath as it is slowly lifted into

the net, all eyes focused on the sca

jittering needle. “It's 2651b!" Andy 5
eventually, as Jeremy, beaming shyly
stands beside his champion

[the

At the end of the afternoon, some 0l {
most precious pumpkins are ferried he
to be shown again at other venues in ¢
coming weeks. Many are left, though

watched over by the scarecrows. W
the festival's last few stragglers head
inside for an evening of Halloween tales
told by the flickering fire in the snug <
This years festival will take place on

2 October at The Square & Compass v
439229; wwwsquareandcompass.co uk

AW, e




